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Cops violated Dinky’s 
rights, CHR execs say 
By Norman Bordadora, Christine O. 
Avendaño and Margaux C. Ortiz 


THEHUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS OF FORMER SO- 
cial Welfare Secretary Corazon "Dinky" Soliman 
were violated when sha was arrested on Friday by 
Manila police for strolling on Roxas Boulevard 
while wearing a black T-shirt with the message 
"Patalsikin na. NOW NAI (Dust now!)," according 
CoPs/As 
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[Cebu women’s group cited 
ifor domestic violence fight 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 
IN CEBU, MEN WHO BEAT THEIR WIVES OR. 
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abusa their children do serious alltime, 


other parts of the country, cases of 


wife-beating, incest, child abuse and marital rape 
are not swept under the rug in the city. 
Thanks to Lihok Pilipina Foundation Inc., re- 


as the outstanding institution In the 
CEBU AG 


Attacks on leftists mount 


Student activist killed; peasant 


By Edgar Alejo and Gil Francis б. Arevalo 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 

and Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 


IN MOUNTING VIOLENCE 
against militants, unidentified 
men yesterday shot dead the 
wife and son of a peasant leader 
in Zambales while gravely 
wounding him, hours after a 
student leader was gunned 
down by an assassin in Legazpi 
City in Albay. 

The victims were among more than 100 peo- 
ple linked to militant groups murdered since 
2001 in attacks around the country that had 
‘outraged Amnesty International and which left- 
ists said were part of political repression. 

The militants blamed the killings on the se- 
curity forces of the Arroyo administration. 

‘At 10:30 p.m. on Sunday night in Legazpi, 
20-year-old journalism student Cris Hugo 
‘was shot and killed while he was walking 
home with his professor. 

Ниво was Bicol regional coordinator of the 
League of Filipino Students, а 10,000-strong 
nationwide student organization formed in 
1977 as an alliance against tuition increases. It 
has chapters in prominent universities, colleges 
and secondary schools ай over the country. 

The professor, Gremil Naz, was not 
harmed, indicating that Hugo, a student at Bi- 
col University, was the specific target. 

Hugo was rushed to the nearest hospital 
but was declared dead on arrival. 

Initial investigation showed the killer was 
опе of two men on a motorcycle. 

"What confused investipators was that 
while a witness said the killer was carrying a 
long firearm, the slug found in Hugo's body 
had come from a .45-cal pistol. 

A shell found at the scene was also from а 

45, police said 

Yesterday's attack on Amante Abelon, his wife 

and S-year-old son in Castillejos, Zambales, coin- 


ATTACKSIAS 


CONTROVERSIAL Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan receives the Distinguished Service Star from Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 


during the Philippine Army's founding day ceremonies at Fort Bonifacio. At left is Palparan's wife, 


Ioan BoNDOC 


Palparan honored for hurting Reds 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


HIS COUNTERINSURGENCY CAMPAIGN 
may have left an appalling record of hu- 
man rights abuses in its wake but he de- 
served the Distinguished Service Star for 
“hurting” the communist movement. 
This was the accolade Maj. Gen. Jovito 


Palparan Jr. received from his peers yes- 
terday as colleagues fiercely defended 
him during the 109th anniversary cele- 
bration of the Philippine Army at Fort 
Bonifacio. 

As Palparan savored the award, his bi 
terest enemies, the communist New Peo- 
ples Army, warned that its fighters would 
eventually get him. 

Palparan received the highest military 


REP Satur Ocampo presents photos of then Vice 
militant leaders at the height of protests calling for the ouster of Joseph Estrada. jowvzonooc 


President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo with 


administrative award for his “eminently 
meritorious and valuable service” ren- 
dered as commander of the 8th Infantry 
Division in Samar province last year. 

Tt was in Samar during his stay there 
that many leftists fell. 

Palparan said he was thankful for the 
citation but it was more important for 
him to get the job done. 
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4 militant lawmakers also 
accuse GMA of conspiracy 


By Norman Bordadora, 
Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


FOUR PARTY-LIST CONGRESSMEN 
charged with rebellion by the administra- 
tion have turned the tables on President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, claiming that they 
and Ms Arroyo, then the Vice President, 
had conspired in late 2000 to oust Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada. 

Arthar time, the impeached Estrada was 
оп trialin the Senate on charges of bribery, 
corruption, betrayal of public rust and cul- 
pable violation of the Constitution. 

Bayan Muna Representatives Satur 
Ocampo, Teodoro Casio and Joel Virador 
and Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mariano said 


NAKOW 7 
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they had met several times with Ms Ar- 
Toyo on her possible ascent to power 
and the Left's agenda in the event that 
Estrada was forced out of office. 

"lf such a rebellion case [against the 
President] would prosper, Г be will- 
ing to turn state witness against her," 
Casifio told reporters at the “Espresso 
sa Kongreso" news forum. 
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Poll fraud witness now gov't volunteer | 


By Fe Zamora 
and Jerry E. Esplanada 


A CASH-STRAPPED MICHELANGELO 
Zuce has joined a Malacahang task 
force against “jueteng,” the illegal 
numbers racket, in what could be a 
major blow to opposition efforts to re- 
open its impeachment case against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The 30-year-old Zuce, a former 
Malacafiang political operative, sur- 
faced in August last year in the midst 
of calis for the resignation of Ms Ar- 
royo and offered evidence purporting 
to support accusations that she stole 


the May 2004 presidential election. 

Lawyer Liwayway Vinzons Chato 
said Zuce, who had been under her 
"protection" since last year, had 
moved out of his safe house and had 
not contacted her. 

“L don't know where he is. He is no 
longer under my care,” Chato told the 
Inquirer in a telephone interview. "Its 
difficult to maintain a witness protec- 
tion program if you don't have money. 
We cannot support him over the long 
haul," Chato said. 

‘Mayor Edward Hagedorn of Puerto 
Princesa City told the Inquinen that 
Zuce, who is built like a sumo 


STL, upon 


ate inquiry. 
mit perjury’ 


wrestler, had called him up, volun- 
teering his services in the government 
‘campaign against jueteng. 

"The timing was OK," said Hage- 
dom, who is head of the Palace task 
force against illegal gambling. Hage- 
dorn said he was organizing a team to 
monitor the Small Town Lottery, or 


pine Charity Sweepstakes Office. 
"He's left his so-called friends in 

the opposition,” said Ha; 

ruled out appearing 
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ments Small 
"wn Lottery 
project. At left 
is Puerto Prin- 
cesa Mayor 
Edward 
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leader hurt but wife, son slain 


Gonzalez 
now favors 
lesser raps 
vs 3 GIs 


By Armand М. Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL 
Gonzalez, clarifying а statement 
that has sparked an uproar, yes- 
terday said he was considering 
dropping charges of rape against 
three US Marines in favor of a 
lesser offense—possibly as "ac- 
cessories" or “accomplices"—but 
would pursue the case against а 
fourth serviceman. 

Prosecutors last year charged 
four American servicemen with 
raping a 22-year-old Filipino 
‘woman while on furlough at the 
Subic Bay Freeport on Nov. 1 af- 
ter they participated in a joint 
RP.US counterterrorism exercise. 

Following an appeal by de 
fense lawyers, the Department of 
Justice is reviewing the charges 
before the Marines are arraigned 
on March 24. 

"What Tm studying now is 
whether the culpability of all these. 
people is the same," Gonzalez told 
reporters. He denied an Agence 
France-Presse report on Sunday 
that charges might be dropped 
against three of the four accused. 

“Ido not think so," he said. 

“I think it’s a question of [the] 
particular nature of their partici 
pation,” he said. "(Its) not neces- 
sary that they will be aequitted.” 

‘The AFP report quoted Gonza- 
lez as saying: “I think not all of 
them should be charged, but 
Smith should be charged.” He was 
referring to Lance Cpl. Daniel 
Smith, the principal accused. 

‘The woman who had accused the 
servicemen of raping her said she 
and her parents were "very upset” 
by Gonzalez’s reported position. 

ч just want to point out: Does 
he have a daughter or a grand- 
daughter? Is he a father or 
what?" said the woman, a college 
graduate from Zamboanga City. 

Gonzalez on Monday said the 
charges against three of the ser- 
vicemen could be downgraded 
from "principal" to "accessory" ог 
“accomplice.” 

The soldiers were identified as 
‘Smith, SSgt. Chad Carpentier and 
Lance Corporals Keith Silkwood 
and Dominic Duplantis. 

But Gonzalez stressed that the 
final decision remained with Judge 
Renato Dilag of the Olongapo City 
court who would try the сазе. 

“So, if say that there is no proba- 
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No division in House on pork : 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


OLD WAYS APPARENTLY DIE HARD. 

In a matter of days, the House of Representa- 
tives will restore the Priority Development Assis- 
tance Fund (PDAF), or pork barrel, of each con- 
gressman to its previous amount of P70 million 
from the current P40 million. 


Restoring the PDAF was one of. 
the conditions imposed by the legis- 
Jators~ from both sides of the polit- 
cal fence—before they would adopt 
this week the proposed Pl-trilion 
national budget for 2006. 

"Yes, we want it restored to 
P60 or P70 million," said House 
Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales in a text message. 

‘Asked if the chamber was only 
awaiting a signal from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, Nograles 
said: "Gloria has nothing to do 
with pork. It’s Congress who will 
restore it in the budget.” 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, who 
has the last say on the PDAR 
wants the biggest budget ever 
crafted by the House passed to- 
дау, or Wednesday at the latest. 

in an earlier interview, De 
Venecia said he would not object 
to the restoration of the P70-mil- 
lion PDAF for each House mem- 
ber subject to two conditions: 
The performance of the peso and 
the value-added tax collections. 

“We have to make sure that rev- 
enues are going up first,” he said. 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, ap- 
propriations committee chair 
said the last time he looked, the 
national budget still contained a 
P6.2-billion outlay for the PDAF 
ofboth the members of the House 
and the Senate (P40 million for 
each congressman and P120 mil- 
tion for each senator). 

But Посоз Norte Rep. Imee 
Marcos told the INQUIRER that ne- 
gotiations on the amount of the 
PDAF had been going on behind 
closed doors while the budgets of 
the different government agen- 
cles were being debated by the 
plenary the past two weeks. 

Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus, who 
steered the expanded value-added 


tax measure through the House as 
chair of the ways and means com- 
mittee, projected that VAT rev- 
enues this year would reach P246 
billion (including P75 billion as a 
result of the rate increase) and 
about P60 billion for sin taxes. 

‘The PADF is a provision in the 
national budget that allocates 
funds to legislators in order to fund 
projects in their districts. It is also 
known as pork barrel and is an ad- 
mitted source of kickbacks and 
‘commissions for many legislators. 

1n 2004 and 2005, the pork barrel 
was reduced to P40 million (from 
P70 million) for each member of the 
House and to P120 million (from 
P200 million) for each senator 

‘The President herself then had 
called for cuts in the PDAF as part of 
the government’ cost-cutting mea- 
sures to tame the budget deficit. 

But now claiming that the fis- 
cal crisis was over, the House 
‘wants the pork barrel restored to 
its previous levels. 

‘One way го do this would be to 
insert the pork in the budgets of 
certain government agencies. 

last Thursday, however, the 
minority members of the House, 
through Deputy Minority Leader 
Rolex Suplico, approved the P62- 
billion budget of the Department. 
of Public Works and Highways in 
its entirety, effectively preventing 
administration lawmakers from 
delaying its passage to allow for 
the insertion of additional pork: 

Minority Leader Francis Escud- 
ero said the minority decided not 
to challenge a single item in the 
DPWH outlay, lest they be accused 
of delaying the national budget. 

“Several lawmakers would 
have wanted to prolong debates 
‘on the DPWH budget for reasons 
you and I know" he said. 


‘Leave soldiers alone, Palace tells foes 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


"MALACANANG YESTERDAY TOLD THE 
‘opposition to leave the soldiers alone as it. 
shot down their plan to hold dialogues with 
the military parallel with the meetings being 
planned by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
herself. 

Palace officials said it was the President's 
policy to let the military solve its own prob- 
Jems with the least interference from politi- 
cians. 

“The planned dialogue of the opposition 
with the soldiery is just an anti-administra- 
tion ploy no matter how one looks at it. If 
they really want to help, we suggest that 
they leave our soldiers alone to the perfor- 
mance of their duty” said Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye in a briefing. 

With the President set to start her di 
logues with the military soon, Rep. Francis. 
Escudero on Sunday revealed a similar plan 
by the opposition to hold talks with the sol- 
diers to listen to what they have to say" 

Bunye said the President fully supported 
Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga’s five-point guid- 
ance insulating the military from politics. 

"The AFP leadership is engaged in the 
formidable task of healing the wounds in- 


flicted by previous attempts to exploit the 
soldiery in plots to overthrow the govem- 
‘ment. Let us allow the command to repair 
whatever damage has been done and re- 
store the AFP to its premiere role of protect- 
ing the people and upholding the Constitu- 
tion,” Bunye said. 

Presidential adviser on legal affairs 
Gabriel Claudio said the insulation of the 
military from politics came about after the 
tense stand-off among Marines in Fort Boni- 
facio last month. 

Two days earlier, on Feb. 24, President Ar- 
royo had declared а state of national emer- 
gency on uncovering a plot by some ranking 
military officers, communist guerrillas and 
members of the opposition to oust her. 

“The President has given the AFP leader- 
ship wide latitude in dealing with military 
matters,” Claudio said in an interview. 

He said that unlike the President who was 
the Commander in Chief, the opposition had 
no authority to hold dialogues with the sol- 
diers. 

“Conducting a dialogue on the concems 
of the military is well within the authority 
and functions of the President that cannot 
be undertaken by ordinary civilians,” he 
said. 

From Lingayen, Pangasinan, former Pres- 


dur 
ident Fidel Ramos weighed in, saying рой“ ' 
cians should leave soldiers and policemen ,. 
alone to do their jobs and not drag them into, 
political wars. i 
"Let's not subject the [military] and the 
police to the stuff of wars by politicians. Hila,” 
dito, hila doon. (Its become a tug-of-war) 
Leave them alone to do their jobs. They're " 
already undermanned, underpaid and over- `: 
stretched [over] 7,000 islands,” Ramos told ` ; 
reporters on Monday. = 
"Ramos was the guest speaker at the opening 
of the Ilocos Region Athletic Association meet ` 
at the Narciso Ramos Sports and Civic Center. 
The former president said that if the next 7 
people power revolt did not have the sup- 
port of the “great, great, great majority of m 
the police and the Army on one side togeth- 
er, magbabarilan yan (they will end ирг 
shooting at each other) and you [will] have | 
civil war in the Philippines." od 
He said this was the strongest argument 
to adopt the parliamentary system of gov- 
ernment. j- 
“Let us create a system that will make it 
easier for us to change the government, i 
we have to, without involving the Armed * 
Forces anymore,” Ramossaid. With are- 
port from Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI' 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Defense chief vows no whitewash 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


DEFENSE SECRETARY AVELINO CRUZ JR. 
said yesterday there would be no whitewash in 
the military's probe of an alleged coup attempt 
which President Macapagal-Arroyo used to 
justify her proclamation of a week-long state of 
national emergency late last month. 

"The Armed Forces of the Philippines must 
ensure that there will be no whitewash, as we 
assure everyone that there will also be no 
witch hunt,” Cruz said in a speech marking 
the 109th anniversary of the Philippine Army. 
“There must be no sacred cows in our organi- 
zation but there must also be no sacrificial 
lambs,” he added. 

Cruz spoke mostly about the need for mem- 
bers of the military to avoid partisan polities 
and remain professional soldiers, which in- 
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cluded the readiness to take the consequences 
oftheir conduct. 

But even as he spoke of military firmness 
and fairness in the wake of the alleged coup 
attempt, not all soldiers implicated in the al- 
leged plot appeared to be treated equally. 
While Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and other Army 
Scout Rangers have been recommended for 
court-martial, Col. Ariel Querubin and other 
members of the Marine Corps appear to be 
getting more lenient treatment. 

‘Despite his admission last Feb. 26 that he had 
planned to lead “majority” of the Marine Corps 
in protest rallies at Edsa last Feb. 24, Querubin 
has not been restricted to quarters nor is being 
investigated for his role in the alleged plot to top- 
ple Ms Arroyo among disgruntled soldiers, com- 
тшп and opposition politicians. 

Instead, Querubin and other Marine offi- 
cers are being investigated for the Feb. 26 
standoff at the Marine headquarters prompt- 
ed by the unceremonious relief of Maj. Gen. 
Renato Miranda as commandant of the 
Marines. 

“We're looking at his (Querubin's) behavior 
during the Feb. 26 Marine incident,” the 
Navy's chief, Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga, 
told reporters at the Army's anniversary cele- 
bration at Fort Bonifacio. 

He said Querubin was being investigated 
under the Articles of War for possible insubor- 
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a gentleman, and conduct prejudicial to good 
order and military discipline. 

‘Mayuga said he was leaving the investiga- 
tion up to Brig. Gen. Nelson Allaga, the new 
Marine commandant. Asked why Querubin 
had not been restricted to quarters, like Lim 
and the other Scout Rangers, Mayuga said 


GMA no-show at Army 
rites; no big deal - Bunye 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WAS A NO- : 
show at the 109th anniversary of Philippine Army 
yesterday and Malacafiang quickly said this was 
по big deal although she appeared to have а relaz« 
tively light schedule. 
The President had only one appointment yester+ 
day and that was at a Bureau of Customs ware- 
house in Tondo where she was to inspect goods, 
seized by the authorities at the 168 Mall in Diviso- 
ria last week. 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the schedule 
of the President was determined by the appoint- 
vents office. 
1dontthink we need (o make a big issue out of 
this non-attendance of the President in this an- 
niversary,” Bunye told reporters. 
Christine 0. Avendaño 


that, too, depended on Allaga. 

“| don’t think that’s kid-glove treatment,” 
Mayuga said. 

The Army announced last Saturday that it 
had wrapped up its investigation of 59 offi- 
cers and 37 enlisted men, mostly from the 
First Scout Rangers Regiment which Lim had 
headed, in connection with the Feb. 24 plot. It 
said the report recommended the court-mar-. 
tial of Lim and 14 other officers on charges of 
mutiny and conduct prejudicial to good order 
and military discipline E 

Contrary to what he stated last Saturday 
Amy chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon said- 
yesterday he had not yet submitted his report оп 
the investigation to AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Gen? 
eroso Senga "because there are some revisions 
that we have to make.” He did not elaborate. 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY DENIED THAT 
two Ingumen staffers who had written enter- 
prising stories on the recent state of affairs 
іп government and the military were being 
tailed by the authorities, but hinted the two 
may have been caught up in the ongoing 
surveillance of supposed financiers of the 
aborted Feb. 24 coup. 

"Let me assure you this: We have no 
paranoia against the media and we have по 
intention of spooking the media. We are in 
a security situation where we would rather 
spend our resources against destabilizers, 
organized criminal groups, smugglers and 
other personalities, including out-and-out 
rebels,” said Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor. 

Defensor was reacting to reports in an- 
other daily yesterday that said an INQUIRER. 
editor and a senior reporter had met with a 
suspected financier of the falled coup on 
two successive Mondays - March 6 and 13. 
Radio reports later named the two as desk 
editor Gerry Lirio and senior reporter Fe 
Zamora. 

"Te Zamora and Gerry Lirio are respect- 
ed journalists. 1 know them and they are 
friends of mine. 1 have not seen any writ- 
ings of [the two] that would constitute 
something seditious," Defensor sald, 

1f anything, Defensor said, Lirio's recent 


Defensor denies gov't agents 
tailing 2 PDI journalists 


article on the supposed video of the alleged 
break-in at the House of Representatives in 
January 2005 during which election re- 
tums were allegedly switched was trou- 
bling. 

"The video brouhaha did not amount to 
anything. I didn't say anything about Gerry " 
Lirio. I only said that I hoped that he 
"wouldn't pay any mind to the report be- 
cause there are many people who want to " 
make money out of audio and video record- 
ings linked to the Hello Garci scandal since 
these are very marketable,” Defensorsaid. | 

He added: "It could be that Gerry and Fe. 
are not being monitored but they (authori- 
ties) are trying to get to the financiers. But 
let me assure Gerry and Fe that we will not 
do that to them or anyone else in media." 

For their part, Lirio and Zamora denied 
meeting with a Chinese-Fllipino coup fi- 
папсіег 

"| was at Libis the Monday it was said I 
met with the financier but | was attending 
the birtháay party of a reporters mother 
who happens to be Chinese. The following ` 
Monday 1 was in Pasig but I was there to - 
help a reporter who needed help with his 
саг” Lirio said yesterday. 

“The AFP knows Monday is my color. : 
coding day. 1 don't leave my house on that "| 
day. also have not been out with Gerry on ' 
any interviews the past month,” Zamora 
said. 
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ABS-CBN lawyers accuse 
DOJ of prejudging case 


By Armand N. Nocum 


LAWYERS OF BROADCAST GIANT ABS-CBN 
accused the Department of Justice of "institu- 
tional bias” as the first preliminary investiga- 
tion into the PhilSports Arena stampede 
which left 71 people dead and hundreds in- 
jured last Feb. 4 got under way yesterday. 

In claiming bias, the ABS-CBN lawyers 
showed video clips showing Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez saying in interviews that offi- 
cials of the network might be held account- 
able for the incident. 

Gonzalez denied the charge, saying that he 
did not say categorically that Gabby Lopez Ш, 
chief executive officer of ABS-CBN, would be 
found “guilty” in a possible civil complaint 
lodged against him for the tragedy. 

"There is no prejudgment, that is why there is 
an investigation,” Gonzalez said. Seventeen 
employees and officers of ABS-CBN are facing a 
criminal complaint of reckless imprudence re- 
sulting in homicide and multiple injuries in the 
aftermath of the deadly stampede in Pasig City. 

But despite his assurance, Gonzalez 
stepped up his attack on Lopez, saying, “Til 
bet everything I have that they are responsi- 
ble atleast on the civil aspect.” 

He noted that Lopez had publicly declared 
that he would take full responsibility for the 
stampede. 

Lawyer Reghis Puno, former interior under- 
secretary and now lead counsel of the Lopezes, 
asked that the five-man DOJ panel conducting 
the preliminary investigation inhibit them- 
selves from the case after calling attention to 
the alleged bias. 

Puno told the panel that the DOJ and the 
National Bureau of Investigation were obvi- 
ously in a rush to prosecute officials and staff 
ofthe network. 

Puno noted that the NBI, which examined 


the circumstances surrounding the stampede, 
had submitted its findings before the DOJ on 
March 8. On the same day, he said, the panel 
immediately issued subpoenas ordering the 
respondents to attend the hearing, 

Senior State Prosecutors Leo Dacera and 
State Prosecutor Peter Ong, leading members 
‘of the panel, dismissed Puno's assertion. 

(Ong said that the panel could not be accused of 
being biased since it was not the one which con- 
ducted the investigation into the stampede. He 
‘added that the subpoenas were released early to 
give the parties enough time to prepare а defense. 

"We only wanted to hasten the process for 
all the parties. We are doing this to prove that 
the victims have a right in our judicial pro- 
cess," Ong said. 

Criminally charged for the stampede were 
ABS-CBN executives Charo Santos-Concio, exec- 
tive vice president of ABS-CBN and head of the 
network s Entertainment Group; “Wowowee” 
game show host Willie Revillame; Maria Socorro 
Vidanes, senior vice president for television pro- 
duction; Marilou Almaden, executive producer, 
and Cipriano Luspo, assistant vice president and 
head of security of ABS-CBN. 

‘Also charged were Moly Stewart, 
“Wowowee” executive producer and manager; 
Harold James Nueva, associate producers for 
sets and technical; Norberto Vidanes, 
"Wowowee" director; Rey Cayabyab, assistant 
location manager and security coordinator, 
Francisco Rivera, ABS-CBN's location manag- 
ег; Mel Feliciano, the show's assistant director, 
and Jean Owen Garcia, floor director. 

NBI Acting Director Nestor Mantaring also 
recommended the filing of administrative 
sanctions against Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio 
before the Department of Interior and Local 
‘Government since he was the one who granted 
ABS-CBN the permit to hold the event at the 
said venue despite its limited capacity. 


Estrada to defend himself 
in plunder trial tomorrow 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS DIRECTED THE 
Philippine National Police to present former 
President Joseph Estrada in court on Wednes- 
day so he can personally defend himself for 
the first time in his five-year-old trial on plun- 
дет and perjury charges. 

Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed Urieta said secu- 
rity would be tight in and out of the antigraft 
court as the authorities expect Estrada's sup- 
porters to mass outside in a demonstration of 
Support for the ousted leader and protest 
against his continued detention. 

Urieta said photographers will not be al- 
lowed into the court and there will be no live 
television or radio coverage of the trial from 
inside the courtroom pursuant to a recent 
Supreme Court decision. He said only accred- 
ited journalists and observers will be allowed 
inside the court during the proceedings. 


Gunmen 
attack 
cockpit; 
5 killed 


CABANATUAN CITI— 
Armed men attacked а 
cockpit arena in Сарап 
Ску Nueva Ecija, yes- 
terday and shot dead 
five persons, police 
said. 

Reports gathered 
from the police and 
the provincial infor- 
mation office said at 
least 10 men aboard 
а van arrived at the 
cockpit in Barangay 
Pambuan at 2:30 

m. and started fir- 
ing their guns while a 
cockfight was being 
staged. 

Killed in the attack 
were Dr Juanito 
eyes, cockpit securi- 
ty men identified on- 
ly as “Kare” and 
"Pablo, and Erick 
and Ebeth Pascual, 
sons of the cockpit 
‘owner Boy Pascual. 

Senior Supt. Alex 
Paul Monteagudo, 
Nueva Ecija police di- 
Tector, said the sus- 
pects’ target could 
have been the cockpit 
owner. 

Reports said one of 
the victims, Ebeth 
Pascual, was the 
chair of the Sanggu- 
niang Kabataan in 
Сарап City. Anselmo 
Roque, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 
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It was not clear how long Estrada's testimony 
‘would take or when the antigraft court would 
reach a verdict. He is accused of salting away up 
to P4.1 billion, mostly in the form of kickbacks 
and bribes from illegal gambling operators. 

Raymond Fortun, one of his lawyers, said 
Estrada would “just fill in the blanks” to 
strengthen denials he took kickbacks from to- 
bacco taxes and money from gambling syndi- 
cates while in office for 31 months. 

“There are many things that only the Presi 
dent himself can clarify" Fortun told Reuters, 
citing accusations that Estrada had ordered the 
heads of the Social Security System and Gov- 
ernment Service Insurance System to invest in a 
listed gaming company owned by an associate. 

Estrada, 68, is also expected to tell his own 
version of accusations made by a Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis "Chavit" Singson that he took money from 
operators of “jueteng,” an illegal numbers 
вате, as well as kickbacks from tobacco taxes. 
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From page Al 

cided with ceremonies in Fort Bonifacio 
where Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan received 
the Distinguished Service Star for his cam- 
paign against communist insurgents. (See 
related story on Page Al.) 

Human rights groups have accused Pal- 
paran, who operates in Central Luzon, of 
responsibility in the killing of left-wing dis- 
sidents—an allegation the general denies. 

A militant leader in Davao City, Reunil 
Mortejo, was also the victim of an attack 
last weekend. Armed men abducted him 
and held him briefly, telling him to stop 
his activities, before he was freed. 

‘Abelon, coordinator of the party-list 
group Anakpawis in Zambales and vice 
chair of the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa 
Gitnang Luzon, was on а motorcycle with 
his wife and son when they were fired up- 
onbytwo men. 


No witness 
Abelon was taken to the James 1. Gor- 
don Memorial Hospital in Olongapo City 
As of 6:30 last night, he was undergoing 
surgery for multiple bullet wounds, said 
hospital administrator Ferdinand Magrata. 
Abelon's wife Agnes, 30, and son Elvin 
John died instantly in the shooting in 
Barangay San Pablo, police said. 
Zambales police chief Senior Supt. Ar- 
татай Subong said the investigation could 
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not proceed because the police had no oth- 
ег eyewitnesses in the attack except for 
Abelon. 


Death threats 

Hugo had been receiving death 
threats since last year said Ryan 
Ramirez, spokesperson of Anakbayan in 
Bicol, who was with the victim hours be- 
fore the shooting occurred. 

Ramirez said Hugo was arrested while 
leading a protest rally їп Guinobatan 
town during President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's visit to Albay on Feb. 2. 


Politically motivated 

In September last year, Hugo, who 
was from Irosin, Sorsogon, where his fa- 
ther isa policeman, was also questioned 
by the Sorsogon police. 

Hugo's colleagues in the LFS and oth- 
ег groups expressed outrage over his 
death. 

“Whoever did this to Cris must be pun- 
ished. We [believe] this killing was polit- 
ically motivated and we hold the Arroyo 
government accountable,” LFS national 
chair Vencer Crisostomo said. 


Harassed on campus 

“These extrajudicial killings are outra- 
geous. The Filipino people cannot allow 
these things to happen. We cannot allow 


п leftists mount 


Arroyo's minions to kill the students and 
the youth who are the future of this na- 
tion,” Crisostomo said. 

A classmate, who requested anonymi- 
ty, said that aside from receiving death 
threats since last year, Hugo had confid- 
ей in him that he was harassed by six 
armed men in the university on Jan. 24. 

"He was really nervous and fright- 
ened. But he said that it was only a bluff 
so there was nothing to worry about and 
that he was ready to face them the next 
time,” said the classmate. 

Prof. Ping Peralta said Hugo had been 
very active in his classes in the college of 
arts and letters. 

“Aside from being the spokesperson 
of the League of Filipino Students, Cris 
was the new chancellor of the Alpha 
Phi Omega at Bicol University. He wasa 
responsible activist,” Peralta said. 


On the list 

‘Another youth activist, who requested 
anonymity for security reasons, claimed 
that military men from Camp Simeon 
Ola, which is walking distance from the 
university, were behind Hugo's killing. 

“At least four of us are on the list, ei- 
ther for interrogation or liquidation. 
They know that we will join any mass 
protests against the present adminis- 
tration. For sure they're monitoring us 


Palparan honored for hurting Reds 


From page Al 


"Thank you very much. Is this a vindi- 
cation? It could be. For me, l'm just doing 
my job,” Palparan told reporters. 

Palparans chief backer, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, was not around but 
officials said the President did not usual- 
ly attend the anniversary of the major 
service commands. (See related story 
Page A2.) 

As always, Palparan dismissed allega- 
tions linking him to numerous atrocities. 

“Those are all propaganda to destroy 
the image of the government,” he said. 


Job well done 

‘Asked about the award, Palparan said: 
“I believe I deserved it. But this is not cov- 
eted, 1 did not ask for it .. 1 have never 
Killed any militant so how could this award. 
make me more brazen (about) killings?" 

Palparan received his medal from 
Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
топ as AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso 
'Sénga and Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz Jr. looked оп. 

“We are awarding him for a job well done 
in Samar" Esperon told reporters, adding 
the military could not care less about accusa- 
tions of atrocities against Palparan. 

“Yes, but you know, they're hurting. 
‘The Communist Party of the Philippines, 
the New People's Army are hurting," Es- 
peron said. "When their section commit- 
tees and their front secretaries are neu- 
tralized, naturally they are not happy. 
So, well, I do not want them to be happy 
while they are destroying democracy.” 


‘Butcher of Mindoro’ 

Esperon fired a shot at the reporters 
present: “Are you happy they are de- 
stroying democracy?” 

The Distinguished Service Star is 
awarded to senior officers who had done. 
well as commanders of a battalion or big- 
ger units. It is not a combat medal but it 
is the highest administrative award and 
ranks higher than the Gold Cross. 

Palparan has been dismissive of the al- 
legations hurled against him. He said the 
killings and disappearances of activists 


SOLDIERS execute snappy salutes after receiving new flak jackets issued during 


‘ceremonies marking the 109th anniversary of the Philippine Army. 


and militant leaders were likely commit- 
ted by the NPA rebels themselves. 

During his stint in Samar, Palparan 
was denounced not only by militant 
groups but by local politicians for human 
rights abuses. А 

Не was previously assigned to Min- 
doro province as head of the 204th 
Brigade and it was there he was dubbed 
the "Berdugo ng Mindoro" [Butcher of 
Mindoro]. 


He was also head of the country's peace- 
keeping troops in Iraq during the Angelo 
de la Cruz hostage drama in 2004. 


Quick rise 

He is now commander of the 7th In- 
fantry Division which has jurisdiction 
over Central Luzon. 

Palparan earned his star-rank in a rela- 
tively quick time. In less than three years, 
he was promoted from colonel in 2003 to 


now, including our boardinghouses 
and daily schedules in school,” he 
said. 


Modus operandi 

LFS members called for a candle-lit 
protest to denounce Hugo's killing, even 
as they vowed to intensify demonstra- 
tions against the administration. 

Carl Ala, information officer of the 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, sus- 
pected the military was behind Abelon's 
murder “if you based it on their modus 
operandi.” 

"This is the (style) of the 7th ID (In- 
fantry Division) under Palparan, he 
said. 

“Extrajudicial killings have become 
state policy,” Ala said. 

He said Palparan's award for distin- 
guished military service "is the height of 
hypocrisy.” 


Heldinavan 

Ala added: “While officers who 
stand up for the truth and justice are 
being court-martialed and slapped 
with rebellion charges ... loyal lap- 
dogs of Gloria like Palparan and (Army 
chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes) Esperon 
get medals and commendations. This 
award is made of the blood of the inno- 
cents.” 


major general in October last year. 

‘After Palparan was bypassed by the 
Commission on Appointments last Octo- 
bez, Senga defended him against accusa- 
tions he had masterminded the “festival 
of killings” of left-wing leaders in Central 
Luzon. 

“That is not fair” Senga had said, 
adding that he was sure Palparan did not 
condone extrajudicial killings. 


Waiting Red fighters 

Communist spokesperson Gregorio 
“Ка Roger" Коза! admitted that the NPA 
hit squad had long been hot on the trail 
of Palparan. 

“He was lucky enough in Mindoro. He 
was only hit in his feet," Rosal said in a 
mobile phone interview. 

“But soon, our Red fighters will get 
him. His time will come to receive our 
own concept of recognition—that with 
his evil deeds to the people, retribution 
will naturally follow,” Rosal said. 

‘The communist leader added that the 
CPP-NPA had also received reports from 
residents of the towns of San Ildefonso 
and San Miguel in Bulacan that Palparan 
had been making the rounds of 
barangays compelling the people to at- 
tend his so-called public assemblies. 

He accused Palparan of trying to in- 
timidate the people by waving a “wanted 
list,” which includes the names of local 
residents suspected of being NPA sympa- 
thizers. 


Sad day 

Chanting “Butcher! Butcherl", some 
300 farmers and youth activists in Ange- 
les City yesterday put up a street gallery 
‘of photographs of victims of what they 
said were extrajudicial killings in Central 
Luzon since 2005. 

Joseph Canlas, chair of Alyansa ng 
Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon, called 
Palparan “one of the loyal protectors of 
the Arroyo dictatorship.” 

Four billboards of victims’ pho- 
tographs were lined up at the plaza in 
Angeles and аг Clark where the rally 
stopped briefly before proceeding to Ha- 
cienda Luisita in Tarlac City. 
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In Davao City, Mortejo said he had just 
left the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
office on Friday when a green van 
stopped in front of him. 

The chair of Anakbayan said a man 
wearing a bonnet with a gun tucked in 
his waist asked him to get into the van 
and warned that he would be harmed if 
he resisted. Three other masked men 
were inthe van. 

їп a dimly lit street, the men started 
asking him questions about his activities. 
After about 40 minutes, Mortejo said he 
was freed. 

"T was told to stop whatever it is Lam 
doing with my group,” he said. 


Climate for killings 

‘Amnesty International recently ex- 
pressed its concern over the killings of 
left-wing activists in the country and 
urged the Arroyo administration to send 
а clear message to security forces that ex- 
trajudicia killings would not be tolerat- 
ed. 

It said comments by senior govern- 
ment officials linking leftist groups di- 
rectly to communist insurgents threat- 
ened “to create a climate within which 
further political killings may take place" 

With reports from Luige A. del Puerto 
and DJ Yap in Manila and Dennis Jay С. 
Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Sison says 
GMA killing ` 
peace talks · 


COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE. 
Philippines founder Jose Ma. Sison ; 
has accused President Macapagal- 
Arroyo of killing the peace negotia- 
tions between the government and 
the National Democratic Front. 

Sison said Ms Arroyo did this 
when she “converted” the list of 
people who enjoyed safety guaran- 
tees under the peace process into a 
list of people to be arrested for in- 
volvement in an alleged plot to, 
overthrow her. 

In an e-mailed statement to the 
Inquirer, Sison—now living in the .: 
Netherlands—described what Ms 
Arroyo did as "a vicious act of. 
treachery.” 

He said Ms Arroyo had breached -| 
‘many joint agreements and put up 
зо many obstacles that made the re- 
sumption of the peace talks totally 
impossible. 

‘The NDF pulled out of the talks in 
August 2004 to protest the govern- 
ments failure to have the CPR the 
New People's Army and Sison re- 
moved from the United States’ and 
European Union's terrorist lists 
Delfin Т. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau i 


The group later went to the wake for 
Tirso Cruz, a director of the United Luisi- 
ta Workers Union, who was killed оп 
March 17. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilind 
“Nene” Pimentel Jr. said the award to 
Palparan “smacks of extreme insensi 
ty to the sentiments of a nation shaken 
by the string extrajudicial killings.” 

“Ies a sad day for human rights wheh 
General Palparan is honored on Army 
Day as a role model for soldiers to emu- 
late,” Pimentel said. With reports frorn 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk; and Philip C. Tubeza 


4 militant lawmakers also accuse GMA of conspiracy 


Frompage Al 

Ms Arroyo's political adviser, Gabriel 
Claudio, said the President had never ad- 
vocated or participated in any plan to over- 
throw the Estrada administration through 
violent or extraconstitutional means. 

“Her only role in the change of govern- 
ment was to assume the presidency by 
operation of law after it had been ren- 
dered vacant,” Claudio said. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye chose 
to ignore the opposition's claim that Ms 
Arroyo could be held liable for rebellion 
for her active participation in the ouster 
moves against Estrada. 

"Thats their opinion," Bunye told re- 
pporters. "But the fact в the President as- 
sumed office, was even elected after that, 
and the President continues to function.” 

‘The party-list representatives (dubbed 
the "Batasan 5" along with Gabriela Rep. 
Liza Maza), who are accused of being а 
part of a conspiracy by the Left, the Right 
and certain politicians to oust Ms Arroyo, 
showed cameramen and photographers 
pictures of Ms Arroyo's meeting with 
Ocampo and their detained colleague, 
Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran. 


Arm-in-arm with militants 

Ms Arroyo was also photographed arm- 
incarm with militant leaders in the run-up 
to Edsa Il, Above them was a banner that 
said, “Oust” in obvious reference to Estra- 
да, 

Ocampo said Bayan Muna leaders and 


those of the Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan (Bayan) presented the then Vice 
President at St. Theresa's College in Que- 
zon City with the militant alliance's 20- 
point agenda under a post-Estrada sce- 
nario, with Ms Arroyo as constitutional 
successor. 

‘Another meeting, he said, was held at 
Ms Arroyo's residence in La Vista subdi- 
vision, also in Quezon City. 

"The Supreme Court decided that what 
happened then was not rebellion," Ocam- 
ро said, referring to the high tribunal's de- 
cision declaring the Arroyo administration 
‘constitutional and Edsa Illegitimate. 

ҸЕ that was legitimate, then there 
shouldn't be a case of rebellion against 
us," he said. 


Arroyo family helped NPA? 

‘Ocampo quoted Ms Arroyo as saying 
at one of the meetings that her family 
used to help wounded New Peoples 
Army members at her house. 

"She even said that her father was a 
good friend of my father-in-law (Arman- 
до Malay] and that there was a time 
when wounded rebels would be brought 
to their residence, She volunteered that 
information," Ocampo said of his banter 
with Ms Arroyo. 

“Isn't that also rebellion?" he said. 

Ocampo said Bayan Muna official Vicente. 
Ladlad was also at the La Vista meeting. 

“If Vic Ladlad was there, how come the 
‘star witness’ (against us) Jaime Fuentes 


* . 


who claim that he was Ladlad's (long- 
time bodyguard) was not in that meet- 
ing?” the lawmaker said. 


Photo as proof 

The picture showing Ms Arroyo seated 
with Ocampo and Beltran on Nov. 16, 2000, 
at St. Theresa's College was proof that she, 
тоо, had plotted to oust Estrada, according to 
‘House Minority Leader Francis Escudero. 

Escudero said Ms Arroyo could also be 
charged with rebellion for actively join- 
ing the ouster campaign against Estrada. 

“Rebellion is a crime, whether you 
succeed or not," he said. 

“There is nothing in the Revised Penal 
Code that says that ifthe rebellion or coup. 
succeeds, it can't be called a rebellion or a 
coup and you will be called a hero. And ifit 
fails, you will be called a criminal, rebel 
and coup plottez" said Escudero. 

He noted that an accompanying story, 
titled “Leftist backers demand guarantees 
from Gloria,” said it all: “She has yet to as- 
sume the presidency” yet she “expressed 
the hope that the united opposition, which 
she heads, could form а ‘strong bond! with 
the radical groups, especially since the al- 
lance is drafting a national agenda for a 
post-Estrada administration.” 


Same call 

Escudero, who was then on the other side 
of the political fence with Estrada, said that 
then, as now, “people want the President ac- 
countable and that (he or she) should wipe 


out corruption in government." 

“The call was also the same: Oust the 
President,” he said. “So what's the differ- 
ence? Why are the party-list lawmakers 
being prosecuted for the same things she 
did with them not so long ago?” 

Casifio said the meetings they con- 
ducted with Ms Arroyo at that time were 
по different from the consultations they 
were now conducting with similar-mind- 
ed groups and individuals pushing for 
Ms. уз ouster, 

“If what we did then was not rebellion, 
how can it be rebellion now?" Casifio said. 

He said there were other meetings 
with personalities very close to the then 
Vice President on the ouster moves 
against Estrada. 

"Ies impossible that she didn't know 
about our talking to her people,” he said. 

Casifio at the time was Bayan secre- 
tary general and a convenor of Plunder- 
Watch, one of the complainants in the 
impeachment complaints against Estra- 
da. 

“When we met with (Ms Arroyo) then, 
she didn’t tell us to stop what we were 
doing (campaigning for Estrada's 
ouster)," he sai 

Virador said Ms Arroyo did not direct- 
ly encourage the group to move against 
Estrada but “you could see in her eyes 
how much she wanted to be President.” 

“It was also on record that she met 
with generals to discuss Estrada's re- 
moval even before Edsa II,” Casifio said, 


He said it was hypocritical of the аб 
ministration to brand those working for 
Ms Arroyo's ouster rebels, = 

“She doesn't want what happened to 
Erap that installed her in power to hap 
pen to her,” he said. а 

Сазіћо said that those behind Ms AŻ 
toyo at the time must have learned well 
from how they maneuvered Estrada 
ouster in January 2001. "Their countei- 
moves are done quite well," he said. — j 


Correction { 
IN THE MARCH 20 ISSUE, a story 5, 
оп Page A3—"Corruption costing * 
RP-CSC exec"—misstated the posi- ` 
tion that Guillermo Luz occupies in 7 
the Coalition Against Corruption. 

Luz is a member of the CAC steering `| 
‘committee and is not the CAC chair, 
the position held by Ramon del 
Rosariodt — i 

Readers may send their reqiests for 7| 
correction, of fücual errors in writing tà 2 
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PDI Buding, Chino Roces Avenue corner 
Mascardo Street, Макай Ciy, fax Nos. ^ 
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Tirol, readers’ advocate, e-mail address: | 
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From page Al 
to officials of the Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Wilhelm Soriano, CHR com- 
missioner for the National Capital 
Region, said he and Commission- 
ers Elidio Mallare and Quintin 
‘Cueto had taken the position that 
‘the Manila Police Districts arrest 
of Soliman and another Black and 
White Movement (BWM) leader 
Vicente Romano for illegal as- 
sembly was out of order, 

“First, the police admitted that 
they arrested former Secretary Soli- 
man and Mr Romano without a 
warrant. Thats a fact. Upon our in- 
vestigation, we saw that the circum- 
stances covering warrantless arrests 
‘were not present,” Soriano said. 

“Second, when the two were 
‘subjected to inquest proceedings, 
the city prosecutor did not com- 
sit them to the custody of the po- 
lice [but] asked that they be re- 
Jeased subject to further investi- 
sation. This means the evidence 


against them was weak," he said. 

Soriano said that it appeared 
that the prosecutor saw that there 
was “not even an assembly, much 
тоге an illegal one.” 

“The police said the group was 
wearing black Tshirts and could 
have been planning to stage a 
demonstration, We say, when was 
wearing black shirts and plan- 
ning to stage a demonstration a 
crime?” Soriano said. 

‘The BWM has called for the 
resignation of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 


Disciplinary action 

Soriano said the commission 
was expected to discuss the arrest 
this week when CHR Chair Purifi- 
cacion Quisumbing arrives from a 
trip. The other commissioner is 
Dominador Calamba. 

"If the en banc decides that 
there was a violation of human 
rights, we will call the attention 
of the police. So that it will no 
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Cops violated Dinky's rights, CHR execs sa 


longer be repeated, we will rec- 
ommend administrative disci- 
plinary action,” Soriano said. 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said Soliman, 
being a former government offi 
cial, should have known better. 

“The present policy now is cali- 
brated preemptive response,” De- 
fensor told reporters. “If there is no. 
rally permit, no rally can be held." 

He said Malacafiang supported 
the MPD position that at the time 
of the arrest, there was an assem- 
bly and somebody shouted and 
‘made the thumbs-down sign. 


Judgment call 

But newly appointed Solicitor 
General Antonio Eduardo Nachu- 
ra said Soliman's arrest was a 
“judgment call" by the police. 

“у don't know the whole de- 
tails; but the police did know the 
situation and at that time, they 
probably acted on perception 
that there was a clear and present. 


Gonzalez now favors lesser raps . 


p 
ble cause against the three, for example, 
it's still up to the court because the case is 
fnow before the court,” the secretary said. 

Gonzalez said he did not know if the 

‘Department of Justice's review would 
"becompleted before the arraignment. 
1 1 don't know whether the judge 
will proceed with the arraignment un- 
‘less I would have submitted already 
my resolution,” he said, adding: 

"Tm trying to be ready, Pm trying 
my best. This is a very thick folder; you 
do not give justice by just reading й. 
‘you have to study... there is an inter 
national relationship involved here." 


US custody 

‘The four members of the 31st Ma- 
rine Expeditionary Unit remain under 
the custody of the US Embassy after 
‘Washington turned down a request 
by Manila to hand them over, ignor- 
ing an arrest warrant issued by a local 
court in January. 

1n a Jan. 16 diplomatic note, the em- 
bassy invoked the 1998 Visiting Forces 
‘Agreement, saying "the US government 
shall continue to exercise custody until 


danger,” Nachura said. 

Asked whether Soliman's use of 
the Tshirt could be considered sedi- 
tious, Nachura said: “If antiGMA 
‘groups and known critics wear them 
during political activities, its clear 
thatthey had no good intentions." 

Asked whether this could be used 
as evidence against Soliman and 
Romano, he said it was possible, 

"Even if the Presidents name 
was not on (the T-shirt), its clear 
who these people are referring to, 
especially that they have already 
called for the resignation of the 
President," he said. 


Be ready for consequences 
Told that Soliman reportedly 
planned to wear the T-shirt often 
and distribute Tshirts to people, 
Nachura said: “She is free (to do 
зо) but she must be ready for any 
‘consequences of her actions.” 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said the Palace would leave it to 
the police to answer whatever 


charges Soliman’s group planned 
tofile against them. 

‘An official of the MPD reiterat- 
ed that the policemen who arrest- 
ed Soliman at Baywalk “were 
merely enforcing the law.” 

“We are duty-bound to enforce 
the law, which is still valid because 
the court has not declared it null 
and unconstitutional,” said Supt. 
Arturo Paglinawan, MPD General 
Assignments Section head. 

Paglinawan was referring to 
Batas Pambansa 880 or the law 
prohibiting illegal assembly. The 
law was enacted during the mar- 
tial law regime of President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. 

“What they did was clearly a 
public assembly" Paglinawan 
said, adding that MPD operatives 
arrested Soliman and Romano af- 
ter they refused to listen to police 
negotiators as they were about to 
cross Roxas Boulevard. 

Paglinawan said Baywalk, a pop- 
ular tourist attraction, was packed 


uas DM 


with foreigners and employees ші 
winding after a long week. 
"They all had a right to relax and. 
enjoy, and here was Soliman's group. 
creating a scene,” Paglinawan said, 


Intelligence reports 

He said the MPD had received in- 
telligence reports prior to the arrest 
that Soliman and members of BWM 
would gather at the Aristocrat 
Restaurant on Roxas Boulevard in 
preparation for a lightning rally. 

"We prohibit lightning rallies 
because sympathizers of the oth- 
er side could sabotage the activi- 
ty, leading to possible mayhem 
and injuries,” Paglinawan said. 

‘The police official said there was 
no curtailment of freedom because 
the MPD did not arrest the other 
members of the group. "The law is 
hard but itis he law,” he said. 

Ed Diansuy, CHR public infor- 
mation officer, expressed concern 
over the alleged chilling effect of 
the arrest of Soliman. 


completion of all judicial proceedings.” 

Opposition politicians and leftist ac- 
tivists have protested Washington's re- 
fusal to hand over the Marines, de- 
scribing it as a vote of no-confidence in 
the country’s justice system. 

“Under our law you have to prove 
conspiracy ... beyond reasonable 
doubt. Conspiracy їз not presumed, 
you must establish conspiracy as es- 
tablishing the crime itself which must 
be proven beyond reasonable doubt,” 
Gonzalez explained. 

"He said it would be “unfair” to charge 
all four accused as principals if they did 
not conspire to commit the crime. 

Gonzalez said the charges against 
the three should be modified based on 
his reading of the results ofthe review 
conducted by a panel of prosecutors. 

By downgrading the case, he said 
the three US servicemen, if found 
guilty, could serve from 12 to 20 years 
imprisonment as accomplices or ac- 
cessories. But the principal accused, 
he said, faces the death penalty or life 
imprisonment of 40 years. 

Gonzalez said there was no doubt 
that Smith should be charged as the 


principal, considering hisadmission that 
he had “consensual” sex with the victim. 
"As long as there is evidence and there 
is an admission, thats it. He would have 
to ventilate his reasons in court. They 
must defend that in court,” he said, 


Victim upset 

‘The woman complainant broke in- 
to sobs when reached by the Inquinen 
on the phone yesterday. She was then 
conferring with one of her private 
lawyers, who said their client had 
been staying in Metro Manila of late. 

“1 can prove that all of them are 
guilty” said the woman. 

"She's devastated and angry about 
that statement made by Secretary 
Gonzalez,” said lawyer Evalyn Ursua 
of her client. 

"fes difficult as it is to file a rape 
case, so it must be more traumatic 
[for her] to feel like the government 
is not being supportive.” With re- 
ports from Volt Contreras, Blanche 
S. Rivera and Philip С. Tubeza; 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk; Julie S. Alipala, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau; AP and Reuters 
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LIHOK Pilipina Foundation’s Tessie Fernandez receives the award for outstanding institution 
in the Visayas and Mindanao from Jon Ramon Aboitiz of the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, 


Cebu women’s group cited 
for domestic violence fight 


From page Al 
‘Visayas and Mindanao by the Ramon 
Aboitiz Foundation Inc., domestic vi- 
‘lence is a priority issue in Cebu. 

1а fact, the foundation has been in- 
strumental in making Cebu the first city 
in the country to pass specific ordi- 
папсев penalizing domestic violence. 

Cases of domestic violence are 
properly recorded in police blotters, 
perpetrators are taken to court, and 
victims are given legal counsel and 
psychological treatment. 

"This was not always the case. 

‘Tessie Fernandez of Lihok Pilipina 
told the INQUIRER there was a time 
when women in Cebu would not even 
think of filing а case against their 
partners, for fear of retribution froma 
society that frowned on discussing 
personal” matters in public. 

If bamered women did find the 
courage to complain against their part- 
ners, Fernandez said policemen would 
not even bother to officially record 
their complaints in the police blotter. 
Instead, the abused women were told 
to go home, patch up their differences 
with their husbands or boyfriends. 

Fernandez said she only realized the 
extent of the problem of domestic vio- 
lence in Cebu when she and her part- 
ners in Lihok Pilipina noticed a drop in 
attendance in their original credit pro- 
grams, especially among the women. 

Digging deep to find out why the 
women weren't coming to the meet- 
ings anymore, she discovered that 
three of the five women in the commu- 
nities that Lihok was working in at that 
time were victims of domestic violence. 

Fernandez also discovered that 


Poll fraud witness now gov't volunteer 


FrompagoAl 

Hagedorn quoted Zuce as 
telling him: “It is enough. I had 
«been used. It would not happen 
again, My children became hun- 
gry as a result.” 

‘An aide to Ms Arroyo's former 
liaison officer for political affairs 
{сеу Rufino, Zuce said last August 
that he was present when Ms Ar- 
royo met with a group of election. 
‘officals in her La Vista, Quezon 
City residence in January 2004. 

Zuce said Ms Arroyo appealed 

for help in the election. After she 
let the gathering, envelopes con- 
taining P30,000 each allegedly 
from Lilia Pineda, wife of suspect- 
ed "jueteng" lord Rodolfo (Bong) 
Pineda, were distributed to the 
officials. 

His testimony was part of the 
evidence that the opposition had 
planned to use in last year’s im- 


cases of domestic violence were not 
officially recorded because the police 
did not consider them as crimes. Most 
even dismiss the incidents as spats be- 
tween lovers or family members, 
which are best kept a secret. 

Lihok also found that some of the 
policemen hit their wives, and that 
some of the policewomen were them- 
selves victims of abuse. 


Crisis center 

Thus, the Women’s Integrated Sup- 
port and Crisis Center (WISCC) was 
born in 1991, which offered tempo- 
rary shelter, counseling, medical and 
legal assistance to victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault among 
women and children. 

“We realized that economic em- 
powerment through our credit pro- 
gram was not enough,” Fernandez 
said. “We had to deal with domestic 
violence, too. We had to work double 
time to leam about violence." 

At the start, getting the community 
to talk about the violence was a chal- 
lenge, she said, since the victims 
themselves refused to talk and the au- 
thorities were not helping. 


Sympathy for victims 

"There were instances when the 
medico-legal would scold the victim for 
refusing to open her legs for examina- 
tion,” Femandez said, “One even told a 
traumatized woman, Youve already 
been raped, so why get all shy now?" 

‘Through training programs, gen- 
der sensitivity workshops, and filing 
‘more cases in court, women and chil- 
dren began to realize they could 


peachment complaint against Ms 
Arroyo, but the proceedings were 
abruptly killed by her majority al 
lies in the House of Representa- 
tives over a technicality. 


Impeachment case 

The opposition has announced 
plans to reopen the impeachment 
case against Ms Arroyo in July 
The Constitution provides that 
Congress can hear only one im- 
peachment complaint against the 
Presidenta year. 

Zuce is the third opposition 
witness to decamp. Last year, 
Richard Garcia, 47, and Demos- 
thenes Abraham Riva, 46, apolo- 
gized publicly to Ms Arroyo for 
appearing as opposition witness- 
es in the congressional hearings 
and implicating the First Family 
in jueteng payoffs. However, the 
two said they were standing by 


their testimony. 

Chato noted that Zuce had not 
recanted his Senate testimony ei- 
ther. “He has not said anything to 
reverse what he had already 
said," she said. 

Asked if Zuce's defection was a 
blow to the apposition, Chato ac- 
knowledged that it was a setback 
"for the cause of the Filipino peo- 
plein knowing the truth." 

‘Asked if the opposition had lost 
a witness, she said, "Never mind. 
1 hope somebody will rise up to 
the occasion. 

She said Zuce talked to her on 
Saturday about a bank mortgage 
оп his house which was about to 
be foreclosed. “He asked for my 
help, but 1 cannot get financial 
support for him anymore,” she 
said. 

Chato said the arrangement 
had apparently taken a toll on the 


Zuces, especially the children 
who had to continue studying un- 
der a distance learning program, 
Zuce also started painting and 
even sold some of his works to the 
opposition. 


Louie in ‘Hello Garci’ 

‘On Sunday, Zuce sent back the 
1-300 van that Chato had lent 
him for his personal use. 

Zuce went to Chato late last 
year after he “surfaced” as the 
"Louie" that former Comelec 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano 
had talked to in the controversial 
“Hello Garci” tapes. 

Zuce, along with Sandra Cam, 
Boy Mayor and Marietta Santos, 
was among the witnesses that the 
opposition presented in hearings 
on the Hello Garci tapes and the 
jueteng payoffs involving First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo. 


Last month, Zuce told the IN- 
qumar that he was fighting for 
“principles, not just money” 
when he decided to testify in the 
Senate. 

He also said there were 

eats on his Ше, He said politi- 
cians in Mindanao wanted to kill 
him “to gain points from the 
President.” 

Zuce said regular Bible study 
had opened his spiritual side, and 
had helped him refocus his life 
away from the material 

Archbishop Oscar Cruz of the 
Lingayen-Dagupan diocese said he 
understood Zuce's predicament. 

Cruz, chair of the Krusadang 
Bayan Laban sa Jueteng, said 
Zuce felt he was not getting sup- 
port anymore from the people 
who took him in as a witness. 

“[Zuce] has been complaining 
that Vinzons-Chato does not an- 


break the cycle of abuse. 

Police and medico-legal personnel 
were also invited to attend the work- 
shops and they, too, started looking at 
these cases in a new light—they felt 
sympathy for the victims, 

‘Thus, between 1991 and 2004, the 
WISSC handled 2,223 cases of bat: 
tery, sexual abuse, child abuse and 
other related cases, many of which 
were referred by police themselves. 

Lihok Pilipina took its program a step 
further with the formation of the Bantay 
Banay (Family Watch) in 1992, realizing 
that domestic violence involves, not just. 
women and children, but the entire 
family especially the men. 

Bantay Banay aims to get commu- 
nity members to watch out for each 
other, to come to the aid of neighbors 
who are victims of abuse, either by re: 
porting cases to the authorities or by 
offering counseling. 


Ending scourge К 

Bantay Banay has been replicated 
in 50 barangays around Cebu City 
and can be found in 65 cities and mu; 
nicipalities across the Philippines. ' 

It has been recognized as the Best 
Practice for Improving the Living En- 
vironment by the UN Habitat in 2000 
and by the Dubai International 
Awards in 2002. 

Lihok Pilipina dreams that all cited 
and municipalities in the Philippines 
would pass laws against all forms of do» 
mestie violence, putting an an end to the 
silent scourge of society, Femandez said, 

“We believe that domestic vio: 
lence, like poverty, is a priority issue 
that has to be resolved,” she said, 


ZUCE testifies before Senato, 


swer his calls and he felt he had 
mo more support, Then here 
comes Malacafiang, So it is шу 
derstandable that he gave in" 
said Cruz, noting that Zuce need: 
edmoney. With reports from 
Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau, and 
PDI Research 
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KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA — 
Hundreds of thousands of illegal 
immigrants, mainly from Indone- 
sia and the Philippines, have al- 
legedly obtained fraudulent doc- 
uments that enable them to work, 
buy land and vote in elections ina 
timber-rich Malaysian state, ac- 
tivists said on Monday. 

' Acoalition of public groups has 
launched a campaign to collect 
200,000 signatures from citizens 
in Malaysia's Sabah state on Bor- 
heo island who want the govern- 
ment to flush out illegal immi- 
grants, said Patrick Sindu, presi- 
dent of the Consumers Associa- 
tion of Sabah. 

“People in Sabah are worried 
because we have been flooded by 
illegal immigrants,” he said. 
“There is a population boom of il- 
legal immigrants that affects our 
sovereignty and security.” 

According to official statistics, 
Sabah has one of Malaysia's 
fastest-growing populations, 
largely due to foreign immigra- 
tion from neighboring Indonesia. 
and the Philippines. 

The number of residents in 
Sabah increased from an estimat- 
ed 1.7 million people in 1991 to 
2,9 million in 2004, which in- 
cluded at least 723,000 regis- 
tered immigrants. Police say 


Marcoses should disclose 
wealth first, says Pimentel 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
demand that the Marcoses dis- 
lose the extent of their family 
fortune before the two enter a 
compromise agreement, accord- 
ing to Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino "Nene" Q. Pimentel Jr. 

Pimentel said yesterday it 
would be unwise for the govern- 
ment to forge an out-of-court set- 
tlement with the family of the late 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos if 
they "refuse to reveal the value of 
the assets that are under their 
possession and control." 

*1 find nothing wrong with the 
governments efforts to work out а 
compromise deal with the Marcoses 
but T think it would only be fair if 
the totality of the wealth of the late 
strongman is first determined,” Pi- 
mentel said in a statement, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Malaysian activists launch campaign 
vs Filipino, Indon illegals in Sabah 


there are also currently an addi- 
tional 100,000 illegal immigrants 
in Sabah. 

However, activists believe that 
hundreds of thousands of other 
immigrants who entered Sabah 
illegally over the past two 
decades have bribed authorities 
to provide them with bogus iden- 
tification cards that classify them 
as Malaysian citizens, Sindu said. 

Such cards allow the migrants 
- most of whom are believed to 
be originally from Indonesia, the 
Philippines, India and Pakistan - 
to seek permanent employment, 
purchase land and houses and 
even cast ballots in state and na- 
tional elections, Sindu said. 

“We hope our signature cam- 
paign will encourage the govern- 
ment to begin an initiative to veri- 
fy the identity cards of everyone 
in Sabah to weed out the illegal 
immigrants," Sindu said. "The 
problem has been ignored for too 
long, and it will be more difficult. 
ifwe wait longer" 

Sabah, which has large timber 
and agricultural _ resources, 
shares a long, porous border with 
Indonesia's Kalimantan province 


separatist violence. 

Many immigrants come to 
Sabah and other parts of 
Malaysia, опе of Southeast Asia's 


ployment in plantations, con- 
struction sites, factories and oth- 
er industries to escape poverty or 
instability in their home coun- 
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The Presidential Commission 
on Good Government (PCGG) 
said it was open to a compromise 
with the Marcoses to hasten the 
recovery of ill-gotten wealth that 
the family allegedly amassed dur- 
ing the Marcos dictatorship. 

The PCGG noted the "inordi- 
nately long time" it was taking 
the courts to resolve the ill-gotten 
wealth cases against the Mar- 
coses. 

Pimentel rejected a reported 
plan of the РСОС to allow the 
Marcoses to keep 30 percent of 
the plundered wealth because it 
‘would be "too big and can by no 
means be justified considering 
the length of time the Marcoses 
and their cronies had enjoyed the 
perks that money could buy.” 

He suggested that the Marcos 
family be allowed to retain “only 
10 percent of the money." 
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RP militants join 
worldwide protest 
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‘testers marched on the 
US Embassy in the 
Philippine ^ capital 
Monday to demand 
Washington pul out 
‘troops from Iraq, join- 
ing demonstrators 
‘worldwide in marking 
the wars third an- 
меагу. 
€ Members of a left- 
ing coalition called 
Ягад Solidarity Cam- 
paign carried plac- 
ards saying, "End the 
US occupation of 
Jraq" - the same mes- 
sage delivered by 
hundreds of thou- 
sands кр ас- 3 E 
tivists who took to i жи 
ће streets of Asia, Он ce^Partitions 
Europe and the Unit- “Advertisements 
20 States over the eat 


‘weekend. T 7 FRAUD 
Some solemn, oth- E y 

rs noisy, many of the 

protests drew small- 

er-than-anticipated 

‘trowds — far short of 

the millions who 

‘protested the Iraq in- 

‘yasion in March 2003 

and the anniversary 

Jn 2004. - \ н. x 3 Ñ 

hee Special/Customized colors 

people woo rallied on уоійте quantity order: 

‘in Sydney, Istanbul, 

London and the US, 

we are, on the third 

‘anniversary of occu- 

‘pation, calling for 

the withdrawal of 

troops from Iraq 

and the giving of re- 

al independence, 

sovereignty and 

democracy to the 

Iraqi people," said 

Herbert Docena, a 


Anti-war protests 
on Sunday included a 
1,000-strong rally in 
Seoul, where demon- 
strators urged the 
South Korean gov- 
emment to bring 
their troops home. 

in Malaysia's 
largest city, Kuala 
Lumpur, about 600 
people protested 
peacefully, unlike a 
gathering last year 
when police used a 
water cannon to dis- 
perse demonstra- 
tors. In Tokyo, 
about 800 demon- 
strators took to the 
streets, after some 
2,000 protested the 
dayeaier АР 
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When evil is good 


AR IS PEACE. IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH. 
‘These are the three main slogans of the Party in 
the novel “1984” by George Orwell. The slogans are in 
Newspeak, a bureaucratic jargon that aims to reduce the 
‘vocabulary to as few words as possible so that ultimately 
there will be no tools for thinking outside the state-pro- 
А vided concepts. The new language re- 
EDITORIAL verses “normal” meanings and con- 
cepts, so that "good" becomes "evil," 

and “evil,” “good.” 

From childhood, people in the Oceania of “1984” are 
brainwashed and constantly watched by “telescreens” 
and the Thought Police. The Ministry of Truth, where the 
main character Winston Smith works, is engaged in the 
daily rewriting of history. He corrects “errors” in past arti 
cles to make the Party appear infallible. A person commits 
a “thoughtcrime” by merely thinking of an act that is 
deemed punishable by the state: 

The population of Oceania consists of three parts: the 
Inner Party, about 1 percent of the population; the Outer 
Party, about 18 percent; and the Proles (the masses). At 
thé'top of political pyramid is the all-powerful, all-pre- 
sent, all-seeing Big Brother, the embodiment of the Party 
who is seen only on TV For the majority of the population, 
goods are scarce and everything is ugly. There is “power 
and corruption” at high levels, but because of the sup- 
pression of freedom of the press, nobody knows about it. 

*1984" is a chilling portrayal of a totalitarian society. It 
was meant to be prophetic, and it came true in Stalin’s So- 
viet Union, Hitler's Nazi Germany, Mao’s China and Kim Il 
Sung's North: Korea. It is happening in other countries 
now. 

Some aspects of “1984” are taking place in the Philip- 
pines today. For instance, Newspeak or "doublespeak" 
Only recently, policé said they did not arrest Rep. Risa 
Hontiveros-Baraquel who was leading a rally on Interna- 
tional Women's Day. They said they merely had her "taken 
out of danger.” Danger from what or whom? Her own col- 
leagues? 

At rallies, police are following the rule of “calibrated pre- 
emptive response.” What this means is that at some point 
during a rally, they can wield water cannon, batons and 
other weapons, and if necessary, bash the protesters’ heads 
Ín to put the fear of the state into their hearts. CPR origi- 
nally meant cardio-pulmonary resuscitation, and it was 
meant to revive a person who was in danger of dying. Now, 
CPR is being used to kill civil rights and repress people. 

Last Friday former Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soli 
man and some of her friends, dressed in black T-shirts with 
the words “Patalsikin na. Now na” were about to cross Rox- 
as Boulevard to enjoy a stroll on the Baywalk when they 
were arrested by the police. Their crime: The police thought 
they were going to hold a lightning rally, “a political activity 
prohibited by law.” It was a "thoughtcrime"—they were just 
thinking of what they were going to do, and the police had 
already read their thoughts and arrested them for these 
‘supposedly “criminal” thoughts. 

Four generals who were accused of involvement in cheat- 
ing in the 2004 election had not been cleared of' the charges 
and yet they were given key commands in the military. Maj. 
Gen. Jovito Palparan, who is accused of 199 human rights 
violations in Mindoro, was awarded the Distinguished Ser- 
vice Star. An alleged berdugo as a hero and icon? Evil is 
good and good is evil? 

In “1984,” Doublethink is a manipulation of the mind; it 
‘makes people accept contradictions and makes them think 
that it is only the Party that can distinguish between what is 
sight and wrong. When you listen to the pronouncements of 
the President, her spokespersons and political lieutenants, 
don't you get the uneasy feeling that you are being subject- 
ed to Doublethink? You are told that everything is fine and 
‘dandy, when in fact you know that it is not. Newspeak is 
nothing but the contemporary “spin” being given to stories 
to portray the administration in a positive, favorable light. 

Many critics believe that in Orwell’s generation, no other 
novel than “1984” stimulated so much loathing for tyranny 
‘and so mitch desire for freedom. In our present stage of po- 
Jitical instability and turmoil, when there is undeclared 
martial law and a creeping movement toward authoritari- 
‘anism, it would be well for the people to keep the lessons of 
1984” in mind and strongly resist the totalitarian actions 
and rules of the administration. If we remain too long in a 
state of apathy and inaction, we may wake up too late, 
when we have already lost our freedom, 
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Daily ‘snap elections’ 


THIS COUNTRY HOLDS A "SNAP ELECTION" 
every day. Some 2,557 men and women voted 
with their feet daily last year to search for bet- 
ter futures abroad. 

There were 36,035 who left in 1975. That 
trickle is now a flood. Departures last year 
topped 933,035—and the number is still ris- 
ing. If the tago ng tago (illegals) are tacked on, 
about 10 million Filipinos work abroad today. 

“This is not a stimulative leeching of talent," 
says the Economist, in a world where 200 mil- 
lion are migrants. “Its a hemorrhage." 

А thin reverse flow of the "best and bright- 
est” migrants, however, is starting. Highly edu- 
cated Poles, Lithuanians and Albanians are re- 
turning to native sod. The emergence of India's 
cyberspace industries and а more open Chi- 
mese economy are drawing talents back, re- 
ports The Washington Post's S. Mitra Kalita. 

But balikbayans won't bang on our doors 
soon. There are few jobs here. Bad governance 
spurs the rush for visas. Despite widespread 
pessimism, "59 percent do not believe the 
Philippines is a hopeless case,” reports a new 
Pulse Asia survey. “However, nearly a third (30 
percent) continue to express a desire to mi- 
grate to another country 

More significant are earlier findings on what. 
Jose Rizal called "esperanza de nuestra patria": 
47 percent of kids, aged 10 to 12, hoped to 
‘work abroad. Six out of 10 children of OFWs 
said they'd do as mom or pop did. “In the last 
30 years, a‘culture of migration’ has emerged,” 
Maruja M.B. Asis of Scalabrini Migration Cen- 
ter writes. Better risk danger abroad than 
starve at home, many feel. Today, "the Philip- 
pines is the fifth-largest recipient of remittance 
flows after India, China, Mexico and France." 

Migrants sent more than $167 billion, twice 
the level of international aid, to their families 
in impoverished nations last year, says the 
World Bank 2006 report, "Economic Implica- 
tions of Remittances and Migration." 


ISAW RAUL GONZALEZ ON TV SCOFFING AT 
Dinky Soliman et al.'s explanation that they 
‘were just taking a stroll at Baywalk while clad 
in black shirts. Government, he said, was not 
naive, Dinky et al. were well-known political 
figures wearing shirts, the color of which was 
identified with their group, the Black and 
White Movement. The writing on their shirts 
demanded the ouster of someone, but given 
that Dinky et al. had been advocating the 
ouster of her former patron, GMA, it was clear 
whom they were referring to. And Dinky et al. 
were a group of 30 chanting slogans while they 
walked, which made it an illegal rally. 

One is tempted to reduce this to absurdity, 
even if it is hard to add to Gonzalez already 
abundant talents there. One can always won- 
der, for example, if Dinky and company would 
be guilty of illegal assembly if they went to a 
movie house and watched George Clooney's 
"Good Night and Good Luck" and applauded 
loudly the part where David Strathairn, play- 
ing the great Ed Murrow, defends journalists 
abandoning their neutral pretensions іп a 
black-and-white battle berween good and evil. 

We know that Dinky et al. belong to a move- 
ment called Black and White. We know that 
the movie "Good Night and Good Luck" is in 
black and white, We know that GMAs witch 
hunt is not unlike the one Joseph McCarthy 
mounted in the United States, and therefore 
Dinky et al, must be applauding a position 
against GMA. Ergo, they are guilty of illegal as 
sembly and inciting to sedition, 

Itis tempting to do that, but there is an even 
larger picture here, which is that the more 
Gonzalez et al. point to the sins of other peo- 
ple, the more they parade only their own. We 
have a saying that when you point a finger at 
another person, the rest of your fingers point 
right back at you. Nowhere is this truer than 
here, 

‘The above is a case in point, All it shows is 
Gonzalez's bizarre capacity for reasoning. For 
Jet us apply his reasoning to GMA. We know 
that GMA has lied about not running again. We 


If funds sent via informal channels were 
added, remittances worldwide exceeded $232 
billion. “Remittances (are) the largest source of 
external capital in many developing countries," 
the World Bank notes. They're “an important 
‘way out of extreme poverty for many...” 

Та 1975, OFW padala for families barely 
reached $1 million, the Scalabrini study 
shows. Last year, this ballooned to $8.56 bil- 
lion. And that’s just the official tally. 

For OFW families, the monthly packets are 
spent on food, housing, a TV, cell phone—and 
tuition to prepare others for jobs abroad. A few 
start small businesses. But there's been little 
long-range impact on development. 

"Walk through a rural village and you can 
tell, by the quality of the house, whether some- 
опе in that family worked abroad,” notes the 
book, "The Filipina OFW: Global Woman." ^Fil- 
ipinas have become to American hospitals 
what Dominicans are to major league baseball 
and Koreans to inner-city grocery stores." 

But critical social costs can't be measured in 
dollars or dinars. "The price can be high,” say 
editors Barbara Ehrenriech and Arlie Russe. 
"Three out of 10 children in the Philippines 
have a parent who works abroad. That means 8 
million kids whose mothers (most often) or fa- 
thers are thousands of miles away. A lot of First 
World kids’ experience of the Third is a dark- 
skinned woman who scrubs their toilet bowl." 

Internal migration is an overlooked area 
that San Carlos University’s Office of Popula- 
tion Studies is looking at closely. Yet, 
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know that talking to a Comelec official about 
the tally during the counting of votes, not to 
speak of to the biggest liar of them all, is an un- 
forgivable crime in a democracy. We know that 
GMA did so, her conversation being recorded 
оп tape. We know that it is a erime that de- 
serves a term in Muntinlupa and not another 
term in Malacafiang. We know that fitness to 
hold public office is defined not by being “in- 
nocent until proven guilty" but by its exact op- 
posite, which is being “guilty until proven in- 
nocent.” That is to say, public officials may nev- 
er be deemed fit to rule until they can prove to 
the public they can lead blameless and exem- 
plary lives, We know the publicis not naive, a 
fact they have shown again and again in sur- 
veys where they say they do not believe GMA 
‘won the elections. 

"What is Gonzalez's conclusion? Ergo, GMA 
is innocent and is the rightful president. 

‘Yet another case in point is the reward being 
offered for Gregorio Honasan's capture. It 
doesn't say "dead or alive,” but that at least is 
what Honasan's relatives and friends fear, the 
bounty being an incentive for delivering him as 
much horizontally as vertically. 1 am not a 
great fan of Honasan, but the idea of pillorying 
him for sedition, as well indeed as all the oth- 
ers who presumably participated іп the 
planned “withdrawal of support" by military 
officials, is not just insidious, it is insidiously 
funny. Indeed, the idea of publishing a rogues’ 
gallery is not just unconstitutional, as Joaquin 
Bernas argues, itis unrestrainedly hilarious. 

That is so because if Gonzalez and company 
persist in jailing the people who participated 
in, supported, or sympathized with the "with- 


barangays here, like those in Indonesia and 
Nigeria, lose many of their brightest to cities. 

"The better educated, who head for town, set 
an example, a Mexican study found. It raises 
the schooling of those left behind by a year. 
“Because they can aspire to a world beyond the 
village, even if they never reach it, young Mex- 
icans stay in school for a ninth year.” 

“In a strange twist," Philippine success as la- 
bor exporter resulted in its failure to strength- 
en development processes, the Scalabrini 
study notes. "What has the country to show Юг 
more than three decades of overseas employ- 
ment?" 

Filipinos have, meanwhile, become "migra- 
tion-savvy” Asis writes. They've honed the 
ability to adjust to roller-coaster swings of the 
global labor market. Foreseeing a sharp up- 
surge in demand for nurses, they rushed to 
open nursing schools. Better-pay and work 
conditions, offered by foreign airlines, trig- 
gered an exodus of pilots and mechanics, 
mostly from Philippine Airlines. 

"Perceptions of the international labor mar- 
ket have woven their way into the educational 
and work aspirations of Filipinos," she adds. 
Word-omouth news, family links, plus hefty 
padalas will fuel migration in the future, coup 
or no coup. 

Migrants make decisions based on what 
they think will benefit them and their families. 
But individual decisions have cumulative ef- 
fects. They impact on the country. 

locietal-wide concerns must be weighed 
vis-à-vis individual aspirations,” Asis says. 
Needed policies range from education, man- 
aged migration, defense of abused migrants to 
tax breaks for OFW remittances. 

"The rich world no longer welcomes the 
tired and the huddled,” the Economist notes. 
“It looks set to compete ever more fiercely for 
the brightand the qualified." 

Cana military junta handle that task? 


drawal of support," they will be jailing the ma- 
jority of the people of this country. E said it 
then: If and when a coup happened, it would 
be the most popular coup in the world. Unlike 
the coups Cory faced, it would be a coup GMA 
could not expect the institutions of society to 
stop. Unlike the coups Cory faced, it would be 
a coup GMA could not expect the public to 
stop. The reason for it being that, as the sur- 
veys bear out, the public sees GMAS presidency 
as a seizure of power—a coup wrought by bal- 
lots instead of bullets, a coup wrought by Garci 
instead of guns. The new coup would only bea 
counter-coup. 

All the Wanted posters about Honasan and 
the threatened rogues’ gallery will incite are 
counter-posters and а rogues’ gallery about 
GMA and company. Frankly, I don't know why 
the usual suspects have not yet come out with 
posters on walls that scream: “Wanted for sedi- 
tion, preferably alive to answer for her crimes: 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, alias Hello Garci, 
alias Hello Manny, alias Hello Kitty. Crimes in- 
clude: Stealing the people's money, the people's 
votes, the people's dreams. Being 'a second-rate 
‘copycat of my father’ as Imee Marcos puts it, 
and ‘a first-rate imitation of my mother; as the 
text jokes added. Causing FPJ, Jaime Cardinal 
Sin and Raul Roco to die from aesthetic outrage. 
Inciting a whole nation to sedition by existing.” 

‘eave the rogues’ gallery and their individu- 
al characterizations to the readers, My own can- 
didates for it are, apart from GMA herself: Jose 
Pidal, alias the First Get-i-all; Jose de Venecia, 
alias The Shape Shifter; Fidel Ramos, alias the 
Would-Be-Comeback Kid; Prospero Pichay, alias 
the Prosperous Vegetable; Lito Atienza, alias 
Pacman’s Sidekick; and Mike Defensor, alias the 
Inheritor (at last Ernesto Maceda may pass on 
to him the mantle wrapped around his shoul- 
ders by the great Arsenio Lacson in the 1960s: 
"so young and so corrupt." 

"The title of their documentary says, "Pagla- 
ban sa Kataksilan: 1017." At least 65 percent of 
the population will have other suggestions on. 
howto fight treachery. 
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IN A RECENT MEETING WITH INQUIRER 
editors and reporters, Sen. Rodolfo Biazon ad- 
vanced some thoughts that were quite disturbing. 
Twonder if he would have uttered them 17 years 
ago, when he led government forces against the 
bloodiest coup attempt in the country's history. 

Biazon was quoted as saying that because of 
abuses allegedly committed by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo under Proclamation 1017, soldiers 
ought to be reminded that anyone who violates. 
the Constitution is your enemy.” But he should 
be reminded that there are institutions in charge 
of determining such violations, such as the 
Supreme Court. In fact, a number of complaints 
have been lodged before it concerning PP 1017. 
It is not the soldiers’ job to determinate who vio- 
lates the Constitution and who doesn't, His in- 
terview doubtless gave many citizens the feeling 
that he was not so subtly inciting the military to 
take up arms. Perhaps Biazon was confident that 
he'd be called to head a military junta; after ай, 
when he winds up his second term as senator, he 
‘would be jobless. But it's such irresponsible pro- 
nouncements of politicians that precisely poli 
cize the military. i 

In the wake of PP 1017, countless opinions 
have been offered. Among the more interest- 
ing were those of UE Law dean and former 
Government Corporate Counsel Amado D. 
Valdez. In a piece titled "Senate is no bark and 
no bite," he opined that Congress "slept on its 
job” during the recent state of emergency. De- 
spite its readiness to conduct investigations in 
aid of legislation, he said, it failed to exercise 
its inherent power as “the tribune of the peo- 
ple." He argued that PP 1017 was a virtual 
martial law proclamation, whose text was 
“substantially identical” with that of Procla- 
mation 1081, including the common use of the 
word “decrees” and similar manner of imple- 
mentation. He said there was no need to issue 
the proclamation inasmuch as military per- 
sonnel involved in a coup attempt are subject 
to the Articles of War that allows immediate 
arrest or detention. 


What Congress should have done was to make 


“WE THOUGHT IT WAS GOING TO BE A WALK IN 
the park,” writes Enteng Romano in his blog ac- 
count of the aborted stroll he and others tried to 
take along Manila's Baywalk last Friday. The group 
stroll was stymied when Romano, along with for- 
mer Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soliman, was 
arrested by Manila police for violating what Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez would later say were 
“three laws,” including one on illegal assembly. 

As Romano tells it, as soon as their group of 22 
people plus a 3-year-old child stepped out of Aris- 
tocrat Restaurant, “a group of about 50 policemen 
blocked us, demanding that we presenta rally per- 
mit before they (would) allow us to cross Roxas 
Boulvard toward Baywalk.” The Black-and-White 
Movement stalwarts tried to argue that they had 
brought no placards or streamers, and had no 
sound system with them, not even a bullhorn. But 
the police insisted that the presence of media peo- 
ple was “proof” of a planned protest action, object- 
ing, too, at the black Tshirts that some of them 
were wearing on which was emblazoned the slo- 
gan: “Patalsikin na. Now nal” 

“When GMA decided to take a Sunday stroll at 
Baywalk with her daughter and grandchild to pro- 
ject an image of stability, there was media (pres- 
fence) too,” Romano points ош. "And there were. 
about 25 of them as well, if you count all of their 
security people. Did they get a permit for that 
walk?" 

And as he points out, "we have no control over 

what media decide to cover" 
AUTHORITIES now say the provocative slogan. 
on Dinky's and Enteng’s Tshirts was meant to 
send a “political” message. "Do they find the 
slogan ‘Patalsikin na. Now nal’ seditious? If 
they do, I suggest they ban Nike (Tshirts) too. 
Their slogan Just do it!’ when directed to the 
disaffected within the military is more sedi- 
tious,” says Romano, tongue firmly in cheek. 

‘Arrested for “illegal assembly,” Dinky and 
Enteng were brought to Manila Police head- 
quarters along UN Avenue, where they were 
joined by the other "Baywalkers" and even 
more friends who had heard about their arrest. 


THE AGE OF THE RENAISSANCE MAB IS LONG 
gone. No one thinks itis possible anymore for an 
individual to grasp, fully, all areas of science and 
technology. Popular software contains millions of 
lines of code. Mechanisms of the immune re- 
sponse for just one kind of lymphocyte take up 
thousands of pages of scholarly journals. An 
iPod's elegantly simple appearance masks under- 
lying technology that is understood by only a tiny 
percentage ofits users. 

But, despite the vast incompleteness of our 
knowledge, recent research suggests that most 
people think that they know far more than they 
actually do. We freely admit to not knowing 
erything about how a helicopter flies or a printing 
press prints, but we are not nearly modest 
enough about our ignorance. 

‘The easiest way to show this is to have people 
to rate the completeness of their knowledge on a 
seven-point scale. For any question, a "7" denotes. 
the equivalent of a perfectly detailed mental 
blueprint, and a "1" implies almost no sense ofa 
particular mechanism at all Just a vague image. 
People happily, and reliably, assign numbers to 
their understandings of everything from complex 
machines to biological systems to natural phe- 
nomena such as the tides; but these ratings are 
usually far higher than their actual knowledge, 

We can measure the discrepancy between 
what we think we know and what we actually 
know by simply asking people, after they have 
given their initial ratings, to tell us how some 
things work in as much detail as they can and 
then to rate their knowledge again in light of thelr 
attempt to explain, 

Similarly, we can ask them to answer critical 
diagnostic questions (for example, "How does а 
helicopter go from hovering in lace to flying for- 
зата") Or we can simply provide them with a 
concise but meaty expert explanation. In all of 
these cases, people somewhat sheepishly confess 
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its own "characterization" of whether or not а 
state of martial law had been proclaimed, Valdez 
said. As representatives of the people, members 
of Congress are in the best position to protect 
their basic rights. It should not have waited for a 
formal declaration of martial law as it was within 
its power to convene in joint session to determine. 
"whether GMA’ actions amounted to a de facto 
declaration of martial law. He opined that 
Congress could have declared the ‘non-exis- 
tence” of an emergency от that PP 1017 was not 
warranted by the circumstances. In fact, he said, 
Congress’ action need not be appealed to the 
Supreme Court since it was “an exercise of pure 
political power.” For all the teeth the Constitution 
has given Congress, however, opined Valdez, “the 
people have yet to hear it bark and see it bite," He 
said that the Senate, being not bound by local 
constituencies, should have made the first move 

Recently I cited the disclosure of MP Chung 
Eui-yong of the Korean National Assembly, 
chair of the ruling Uri Party's foreign relations 
‘committee, that South Korea has maintained a 
unicameral legislature all these years, except 
for one year when it experimented with a bi- 
‘cameral set-up. Chung said the two-chamber 
‘set-up proved too slow and laborious to meet 
South Korea’s national goal of creating a tiger 
‘economy. It's easy to see that had it main- 
tained two chambers, the country would not 
have attained its current status as the world's 
11th largest economy. 

Here our two-chamber set-up has crippled our 
economy. More than 1,000 bills transmitted by 
the House slumbered in the Senate in the last 
Congress, 60 of them of national importance. In 
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It took authorities more than three hours to 
prepare the affidavit of arrest, with Romano 
speculating that “either they were waiting for 
instructions from higher authority on how to 
‘handle’ the situation, or they were maliciously 
delaying the process so that the office of the in- 
quest fiscal would be closed by the time the affi- 
davit was ready ... giving them reason to detain 
us over the weekend." 

At the fiscal's office for inquest, Romano says 

he could sense that the fiscal found no basis for 
the charges though she ended up recommend- 
ing that Dinky and Enteng be held “for further 
investigation.” But after hearing their lawyers’ 
arguments, the fiscal decided to release them, 
pending filing of formal charges, 
“ТАМ convinced that, aside from the capable skills 
of ourlawyers, what kept us from spending time in 
jail over the weekend was the presence of friends 
‘who staked out at the police headquarters and at 
the City Hall and, of course, the presence of Presi- 
dent Cory Aquino. She was with us the whole time. 
She did not need to call anyone or to say anything. 
Her mere presence exerted moral suasion on peo- 
ple to do what is right, or atleast to desist from do- 
ing wrong,” Romano testifies. 

"The "Black Friday” gatherings, if we still need re- 
minding, were meant to offer an “alternative” 
means of expressing political sentiments for people 
leery—or just sick and tired—of the usual forms of 
protest, The activities— gatherings at Starbucks, а 
group trip on the MRT and this tripped-up stroll 
along the Baywalk—bring to mind the creative and 
fun-filled expressions of dissent that made the anti- 
dictatorship protests not just media-worthy but also 
зо "fashionable." Perhaps this is what GMA and her 


Is ignorance bliss? 


WoRLD View 
Frank Keil 


that their level of understanding was far worse 
than they originally thought. 

People are often surprised and dismayed at 
their ignorance, but we are not generally bad at 
estimating how much we know. Instead, we have 
a special deficit with regard to our explanatory 
understandings. We are good at estimating how 
well we know simple facts (such as the capitals of 
countries), procedures (such as how to make an 
international phone call), and narratives (such as 
the plots of well-known movies), But we seem to 
have a specific “illusion of explanatory depth,” 
the belief that we possess a more profound causal 
understanding than we really do. We can be ар- 
propriately modest about our knowledge of other 
things, but not so about our ability to explain the 
‘workings of the world. 

Several factors converge to create this illusion of 
knowledge. When Leon Rozenblit and I uncovered 
the illusion and its specificity, we ran an extensive 
series of studies exploring why explanatory under- 
standing is зо vulnerable to a false sense of know- 
ing. АП of the factors that we identified are less in- 
fluential for facts, procedures and narratives, 

‘One important factor underlying the illusion of 
explanatory depth arises from the richly hierar- 
chical nature of most complex systems, which 
means that they can be understood at several lev- 
els of analysis, One can understand how a com- 
puter "works" in terms of the high-level functions 
ofthe mouse, the hard drive and the display while 
not having any understanding of the mechanisms 
that enable a cursor to move when a mouse is 
moved, or allow information to be stored and 


ary 


the current Congress, among the 49 national bills 
pending in the Senate are those dealing with 
smuggling, the creation of a Department of Hous- 
ing and the One Billion Trees Act, all of which 
would have a powerful impact on the economy. 
We need only one chamber to pass all the laws 
crucial to moving the country forward. The Sen- 
ate has become one big investigating and debat- 
ing club (nearly P2 billion a year to maintain it), 
and has seemingly forgotten its principal job, 
which isto legislate, 

On the One Billion Trees Act, authored prin- 
cipally by Speaker Jose de Venecia, Rep. 
Leovigildo Banaag told me that the House 
committee on natural resources, of which he is 
chair, forwarded the bill to the Senate in April 
of 2005 for concurrence. Ramon Navea III, sec- 
retary of the Senate committee on environ- 
ment and natural resources, wrote to say that 
among the bills heard after the landslides in 
‘Aurora and Quezon was the counterpart bill 
authored by Sen. Sergio Osmefia Ш. He re- 
ported that several Senate bills on the environ- 
ment, including the Billion Trees Act, are being 
consolidated into a substitute bill on sustain- 
able forest management The committee, 
chaired by Sen. Pia Cayetano, also heard bills 
оп urban greening, protected areas, manage- 
ment of hazardous wastes and marine pollu- 
tion. A total of 26 local bills have been received 
from the House, 19 of them on the conversion. 
of forestlands into alienable and disposable 
lands, and that the committee is "thoroughly 
reviewing" them, he said. 

‘The Senate should move faster. 

‘Timed for Women’s Month, the UP chapter of 
the Phi Kappa Phi honor society and Phi Kappa 
Phi Philippines Foundation Inc. will jointly spon- 
sor today from 9 to 11:30 a.m. a forum on "Wom- 
en and Charter Change" at the Alumni Hostel, 
Benitez Hall in UP Diliman. Six members of the. 
Constitutional Commission—oji lagan-Bian, 
Nelia T. Gonzalez, Rita Linda Jimeno, Emily 
Marohombsar, Carmen Pedrosa and Betty Lour- 
Чез Tabanda—will share their views on constitu- 
tional change. 


advisers are really afraid of: that anti-GMA senti- 
ment becomes so trendy that anyone who still sup- 
ports her risks turning into a social pariah. 

"As long as people who are convinced GMA 
should go remain uninvolved, the abuse of our civ- 
il liberties will continue to escalate,” Romano 
warns. “It is our silence that emboldens them to 
raise the bar of oppression a notch higher.” 

He says that some of them were planning to 
watch the movie “V for Vendetta” after the stroll оп 
Baywalk. Interesting. A memorable line in that 
movie, afterall, goes like this: "People should not 
be afraid of their government. The government 
should be afraid of the people,” 
CONGRATULATIONS to my sisters in Lihok 
Pilipina, which was awarded the "Most Out- 
standing Institution” at the Third Triennial 
Awards of the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, 
‘which confers recognition on “unsung heroes" 
in the Visayas and Mindanao who “set an exam- 
ple of lives dedicated to help and serve other: 

Mayor Ramon Piang St. of Upi, Magui 
danao, was also awarded as the “Most Exem- 
plary Individual” for setting up a model of good 
governance in Mindanao and for his work as а 
peace advocate among Upi's culturally pluralis- 
tic community. 

‘The Ramon Aboitiz Foundation Awards are 
given in two categories: the Ramon Aboitiz 
Award for exemplary individual and the Eduar- 
do Aboitiz Award for outstanding institution. 

Originally a project of Pilipina-Cebu, Lihok 
Pilipina at first engaged in poverty alleviation 
through а micro-credit program for women in 
the 19905. But it broadened the reach of its pro- 
grams to address issues of violence against 
Women through “Bantay Banay,” a community- 
based approach which organizes the women in 
poor communities and trains them ways to help 
survivors of violence through para-legal assis- 
tance, emergency medical aid, shelter and 
counseling; as well as to prevent all forms of 
VAW through education and public awareness, 
“Bantay Banay” has since expanded into a na- 
tional network of advocates against VAW. 


erased, or control pixels on a screen. This hierar- 
chical structure of complex causal systems se- 
duces us into a sense of understanding at a high 
level, which is then mistaken for having an un- 
derstanding ata lower level. 

А second factor is the false comfort we derive 
from seeing the parts of a system. The more parts 
you can see, the more you think you know how 
those parts actually work. Thus, the illusion is 
stronger for objects with easy-to-inspect parts 
than it is for objects with more invisible, inacces- 
sible, or microscopic parts. For example, we may 
think that we understand the mind much better 
than we do when we see images of glowing brain. 
regions. 

Finally, we often figure out things on the fly 
when they are in front of us, but then falsely as- 
sume that we came to the object with a full under- 
standing in our heads rather than using and ma- 
nipulating the object to decipher its mechanism. 

"There may be a silver lining to our inflated 
sense of understanding, The world is, of course, 
far too complex for any lone person to fully grasp. 
Ifa gnawing sense of ignorance kept us diving 
deeper in our quest to understand everything we 
ecbentered, we might suffocate nthe detain 
one area and miss other areas completely. 

"The illusion of explanatory depth may stop us 
at just about the right level of understanding, one 
that enables us to know how to get more informa- 
tion from others when we really need it without 
being overwhelmed. It would perhaps be better if 
же recognized the limits of our own explanatory 
ability, but there may be some adaptive value of 
those limits as well, Project Syndicate 


Frank Kell is a professor of psychology at Yale Uni- 
versity. His research asks how adults and children 
track the causal complexity of the world around. 
them and how they work with only partial under- 
standings of that complexity. 


Coming winter 


1 COMMUTE DAILY TO WORK. IT TAKES ME AN HOUR TO 
get from where I live to my small office inside the Clark Spe- 
cial Economic Zone at Pampanga. 

Most people are surprised when 1 tell them this because 
they think that living in the province means not having to 
deal with traffic, but they are wrong. I think that had I 
worked in Manila, аз 
Thad hoped for and 
planned my whole 
life, it would take me 
roughly the same 
time to get to my of- 
fice. 

Tended up in the 
province for person- 
al reasons and mot 
because of lack of 
ability or credentials. 
I graduated magna 
cum laude honors 
from the University of the Philippines in Diliman and did 
well enough to pass the initial exams and interviews of 
multinational companies I applied to. But I chose to come 
back to my roots. 

decision baffles many members of our family and 
friends. Sometimes it baffles even me. But then, the heart is 
not always logical. 1 chose to come back to Pampanga be- 
cause of love. Yes, of all the reasons, love. 

Thave been in а long-term relationship since high school. 
It is amazing how love can stay so strong and true over so 
many years if you just work hard enough on it. I have given 
‘up so much for this love and it does not bother me. I always 
thought that anybody can do well in academics and in their 
work if they just did their very best, but not everyone is cut 
out to be a good wife or mother—and that is what I want to 
achieve: greatness in the domestic front. 

‘Marriage is not for everybody although I think everybody 
‘dreams of it. My dream is about to come true this year, or early 
next year at the latest. Plans are already underway for my 
wedding and our future home, Thinking about it makes me 
feel happy, excited, nervous, confused and frustrated all at the 
same time. 1 guess this is what they call pre-wedding jitters, 
‘Twenty three afterall is such a young age to get married these 
days, sol suppose I cannot be blamed for feeling this way. 

‘At 23, there is still so much I can do with my life. There аге 
countless opportunities for me to succeed in my career and 
make a name for myself. I can choose to travel and enjoy the 
sights at Europe with my sister who has promised to pay for 
all the shopping I want to do. There are so many men out 
there to meet, go out with, explore and enjoy. There are still 
зо many things that I have not experienced, that I have yet to 
know about, that I can do. 

One day last year as I was on my way to work, I noticed 
many fallen leaves on the ground, They had the color of au- 
tumn in them—yellow, orange and red. They looked so beau- 
tiful against the green grass. 

‘Autumn, I imagine, must be a very lovely season, with so 
many warm colors and cool winds. If 1 lived in a northern. 
country, I think autumn would be my favorite season be- 
cause it signals the approach of winter. It is a transitional 
phase, where either-or and neither-not are both present, 

Winter must be magical, with all the snow flakes, fresh 
pine Christmas trees and bonfires. I think most people living 
in tropical countries dream of winter because the experience 
must be very different from what we have. Snow boarding, 
skiing, skating—there's a multitude of activities we can do. 
‘And then there's eggnog, Frosty the Snowman and making 
angels on the snow. There's also the cute winter fashion of 
high boots and matching wool plaid mint-skirts and scarves, 

Winter, however, must be a different story from the eyes of 
people living in four-season countries. Snow storms, sluggish 
Toads, blistering cold are but some of the perils of winter, and 
they experience these every year while waiting and hoping for 
spring, For them, itis a condition they have to live with every 
year, with no choice but to deal with it as best as they can. 

Тат now experiencing my autumn. My dreams are now be- 
ginning to come true, with plans of a wedding and a house in 
the making giving me that warm feeling of contentment. I am 
in an interim period of engagement, where I am neither single 
mor married, when 1 am both happy and content but nervous 
and apprehensive at the same time. It makes me think of the 
coming winter of my life, the end of my single life at age 23. 

Т can no longer afford to be self-centered because 1 will 
soon be attending to my own family. I can no longer choose 
to do what is always best for me because it ‘might not be what 
is best for my husband and our family. Then I will never 
know what its like to meet other people and discover the 
‘world through my own eyes. 

Still 1 wait with eager anticipation for my winter, just as 
those burdened by having to plow snow off thelr driveways 
do, because although winter brings with it ice. and cold, itis al- 
зо the most joyous season of all if only because it was during 
this season when the Christ child was born and New Year 
comes. ` 
My winter will still be warm, Ithink. Raising children, dec- 
orating our house, cooking meals, loving my man and being 
loved. ` 

Itis a matter of perspective. 


YouNc BLoop 
Ana Cbristi Grageda 


We want to know what the young: 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


‘Ana Christi Grageda, 23, is an executive assistant with the 
‘Asiana Airlines, Clark Regional Sales Office. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
encor ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, {f employed, the post- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Third dimension 


*... the mentality is ‘If you're not with us, youre 
against us, They forget that there's a third dimension, 
that there is God." 

T Bishop Jill Xaver Labayen, after meeting sacked Brig. Gen- 
Dano Lim in the latter's house where he has been confined since 
the alleged plot to oust President Macapagal-Arroyo 


Convincing closure ё 
"Whether or not her explanation is convincing, there 

must be closure." 

"л, Panlo Lacson rein that President Macapagal-Arroyo 

Zanno expect the people o forget the lection su beween now 

Gnd 2010, when her term expires 
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No debate 
on Cha-cha 


1 HAVE BEEN AN 

avid observer of 

the legislative — 

process even LETT 

when I was still 

а college student. 

Being so has helped 

to provide me a better under- 

standing of how legislators work, whether un- 
der a unicameral or bicameral system. 

"What made me squirm in my seat while read- 
ing the Inquirer one morning was the letter of 
‘Noel Albano, deputy secretary general and chief 
of the Public Relations and Information Depart- 
ment of the House of Representatives. (PDI, 
3/1/06) 

Itis “tragic” (to use Albano's own words) that 
he should be so ignorant of the parliamentary 
system that he should insist—along with colum- 
nist Belinda Olivares-Cunanan—that the House 
and the Senate should engage in a debate over 
Charter change. Albano should know, especially 
since he is a Congress official, no less than the 
chief information officer, that the two houses of 
Congress or of Parliament (in the United King- 
dom) do not engage each other in debate, Yes, 
for the information of Albano, there are two 
houses in the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
(known as the Mother of Parliaments)—the 
House of Commons or Lower House and the 
House of Lords, or Upper House. The members 
of each house of Congress or Parliament debate 
among themselves over bills and issues. But 
never in the history of two-chamber parlia- 
ments or legislatures would one find that one 
chamber engaged the other in a debate. 

Besides there is such a thing as inter-parlia- 
mentary courtesy. Each house recognizes the 
right of the other house to decide matters its 
‘own way. However, the members of one house. 
may debate the members of the other house 
outside of Parliament or Congress, but in their 
private capacities and not as representatives of 
their respective institutions. Such a debate is ac- 
tually going on almost daily in different fo- 
rums—in the media, civic organizations, 
schools and others. There is no need to be hot 
under the collar over this matter which, though 
of great national interest, should not be taken 
personally under the democratic principle that 
every individual has a right to his own opinion; 
this also goes with organizations. 

As for Albano's observation that popularity has 
nothing to do with sound legislation, of course, 
he is right But in a democracy it is the will of the 
majority that prevails. If the majority of the peo- 
ple believe that Senate President Franklin Drilon 
has better performance and credibility than oth- 
ers, as the surveys indicate, that should be given 
more weight than the opinion of the minority 
which, of course, must also be respected, 

—ALFONSO B. MARQUEZ, 
12-B Guijo St., Project 3, Quezon City 


‘Terror politics’ 
to achieve peace 


THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL IN 
Japan (NCC-J), which consists of 32 mainline 
Protestant churches and organizations, is 
gravely concerned about the rising incidence. 
of human rights violations in the Philippines. 

We are dismayed to see how the present 
government is eroding the people's confidence 
in the rule of law, justice and democracy. 
Proclamation 1017, which declared a state of 
national emergency, strongly resembled 
Proclamation 1081 issued by Ferdinand М: 
cos 35 years ago. Proclamation 1017, thus, vi 
olated the Constitution as the violent disper- 
sals and arrest of street protesters, threats to 
take over media and the oppression of journal- 
ists, continued arbitrary arrests and extrajudi- 
cial executions, and the reintroduction of for- 
eign armed forces do. The government contin- 
tues with these violations despite protests from 
around the world, 

In order to grow the economy, restore the 
peoples confidence in the government and 
their faith in the future of the Philippines, jus- 
tice must first be meted out for the victims of 
human rights violations and their families. 
Реасе and order cannot be achieved by “terror 
politics.” President Macapagal-Arroyo should 
show the world how the head of state of a 
democratic country should behave. 

—REV HIDETOSHI D. WATANABE, chair- 
Philippine Committee; REV TOSHIMASA 
YAMAMOTO, general secretary, National 
Christian Council in Japan, 

www jca.apc.org/nec.j/ or mano@jea.apc.org 


Why the public apathy 


CONRADO DE QUIROS, IN A COLUMN (PDI, 
3/1/06), wondered aloud why we have lost 
the balls to go against dictatorship. 

The answer is simple: We toppled a dictator- 
ship before and had a chance to make real 
democracy work but failed in the later. 

1 For the majority who are poor, life under the 
dictatorship and whatever came after Edsa 1 
made no difference. That news about “every 
day is state of emergency for the poor” ex- 
plains why. 

ADRIAN LQUINONEZ, 
Adrian quinonezGyahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
‘suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquir- 
er, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and 
Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send а 
fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 
readersadvocute@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and telephone 
or pager number or e-mail address for verifica- 
tion purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
letter unless such information is supplied. 
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House move to split ARMM denounced 


Zamboanga 
‘et sur 


Area 
enlarged 


COTABATO CITY—A HOUSE PROPOSAL TO DIVIDE THE 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) into 
two areas has sparked opposition from regional leaders 
who described the move as divisive and made without 


public consultation. 


“We are against it for two reasons. Fist, 
there was no public consultation about the 
proposal. And, secondly, the move would 
Tun counter to the Muslim-Filipino aspira- 
tion for oneness and solidarity" said ARMM 
Gov Zaldy Ampatuan. 

“Muslim Mindanao should be one in spir- 


puddin of Basilan, Hussin Amin of Sulu, and 
Нетпйапдо Mandanas of Batangas. 
Representatives gave em- 
phasis to the revival of the Sultanate of Su- 
іы in creating another region for Sulu, 
Tawi-Tawi and Basilan. 

House Bil $369 states: "The long history 
of the people of the Sulu archipelago has 
left an indelible mark in their culture and 
tradition. While they share the same reli- 
gion as the Maranaos, Maguindanaoans 


and other Muslims in Mindanao, they are a 
people apart with their own tongues, cus- 
toms, traditions and ways of thinking (ike 

“We were caught by surprise when he 
heard about that proposal in Congress," 
Ampatuan said. The proposed measure 
‘was filed in the House of Representa- 
tives on March 15. 

"With due respect, even the OIC (Orga- 
nization of the Islamic Conference) should 
be consulted about it,” the governor said. 

‘Member-states of the influential OIC 
have been in the forefront of helping 
the Philippine government establish an 
autonomous government for Filipino 
Muslims since the time of dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos in the 1970s. 

From the defunct Regional Au- 
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tonomous Government (RAG) of West’ 
em and Central Mindanao, it has evolved? 
towhatisnowknownastheARMM. Ў 
The proponents of the bill said aj 
plebiscite would be held three to | 
months from its approval in the House; 
Ampatuan explained that although? 
his administration was against the divis 
sion of the ARMM, the "ultimate judg 
will still be the people.” Н 
“A divided Muslim Mindanao will dej 
feat the purpose of unity in diversity: 
among Filipino Muslims,"headded. “ 
If the proposal is approved, the other 
ARMM will constitute only Maguin- 
danao, Lanao del Sur and Marawi City. 
“The old RAG setup was larger in scope as 
it covered Westem and Central Mindanao. 
Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Cavite cop’s wife, daughter slain 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—An intelligence agent of the Cavite police narrowly 
escaped an ambush, but his S-month pregnant wife and 10-year-old daughter were 
killed in Maragondon, Cavite on Sunday night, police said on Monday. A still 
unidentified suspect was also killed in the attack. Senior Insp. Larry Malaybalay, 
Maragondon police chief, identified the slain victims as Maria Wilma | Baquiran and 
her daughter Wendy Faye, of Barangay Ibayo Estacion 1, Naic town. Wounded was. 
РОЗ Ferdinand Baquiran, assigned to the intelligence division of the Maragondon 
police. He suffered a bullet wound in the armpit. Malaybalay said the victims were. 
‘on their way home in the policeman's jeep when four heavily armed men науа 
them as they approached a bridge їп Barangay Pantihan Uno at about 8:20 p.m. 
Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


3 drown in river 

PERABLANCA, Cagayan— Three people drowned while crossing the 
Pinacanauan River here last week. Police said Alfredo Garcia and Vicia Rum- 
baua crossed the river on March 13 to go to Barangay Quibal. Reports said 
Garcla and Rumbaua, who were about to be married, decided to move on, 
probably thinking that the water was only knee-deep. Strong rains in the area, 
however, raised the water level to more than five fet and created a strong 
current that swept the two. Rumbaua's body Was recovered on March 16 
while Garcia's was found on March 17. Police also said Junior Magay. а 
farmer, drowned on March 17 when he was swept by the strong current while 
crossing the river.  Estanisiao Caldez, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


NFA launches fortified rice 

COTABATO CITY—The National Food Authority in the Autonomous Region in Musim 
Mindanao (NFA-ARMM) has launched nutrient fortified rice as part of efforts to curb 
malnutrition in the region. Edgar Bentolan, NFA-ARMM chief, said (ойу rice wath 
important nutrients ike iron could great advance the governments campaign to ad- 
‘dress malnutrition in the provinces of Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Sulu, Basan and 
Tawi-tawi, and in Marawi City. Jeoffrey Maltem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Scholarships offered 

COTABATO CITY—Dependents of soldiers who died in the line of duty will benefit 
from educational programs that offer ful scholarships and tuition discounts fol- 
lowing the signing of an agreement between the military, the Technical Education 
and Skils Development Authority (Tesda)-Autonomous Region in Musim Min- 
danao, and other colleges here. Maj. Gen. Agustin Dema-ala, chief of the Army's 
‘6th Infantry Division, said the Armed Forces of the Philippines Educational Benefit 
System, Tesda-ARMM, St. Benedict College, Ignatian College, Cotabato City State 
Polytechnic College, and Headstart College recently signed an agreement on the 
program, which would start this year. — Jeoffrey Майет, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Spiritual arts for women 


WOMEN, either by tradition or by 
choice, have taken the responsiblity of 
caring for others. Itoften becomes а 
burden. To learn the art of caring for the 
sel, the Brahma Kumaris Center for 
Spiritual Learning is holding a program. 
tiled "Spiritual Arts for Women" start- 
ing 4 pm. on March 25-26. For details, 
call (02) 890-7960 (Makati) or 
(046)413-2128 (Tagaytay) or e-mail 
tagaytayGbksu.org 


Warning vs ‘jueteng’ 


SORSOGON CITY—An attempt to res- 
тех "jueteng" in Sorsogon was fold 
after the newly appointed provincial po- 
dca director ordered an immediate crack- 
down on operators of the ilegal numbers 
game. Senior Supt. Joel Regondola said 
‘old jueteng operators tried to launch 
(Querilatype operations in several towns 
but were stopped. Reports said jueteng 
started on March 5 in Bulan, Castila, 
Casiguran, Gubat, Plar and Matnog 
towns. 


BEATING THE HEAT ARNOLD MMAF ENDI VISAYAS BUREAU 
Elementary students enjoy swimming at the lloilo fishing port to beat the heat as the dry, hot season starts making its presence felt in 
Пойо City and elsewhere. 


US hospital ship with 647 men to serve in ARRM 


COTABATO CITY—A US GOV- 
emment-sponsored medical mis- 
sion has been scheduled to initial- 
ly serve at least three provinces of 
the Autonomous Region in Mus- 
lim Mindanao (ARMM) begin- 
ning in May. 

The American project, to be 
carried out by the Joint United 
States Military Assistance 
Group, will involve the services 
ofa floating hospital, housed ina 
US naval ship, said Maj. Ted 
Schjoth, Jusmag executive offi- 
cer. 

He said Tawi-Tawi, Sulu 
and Basilan will benefit from 
the month-long (May 20-June 
18) outreach program 
launched to provide free med- 
ical and other health care 


needs of ARMM residents. 

Schjoth told the Inquiner 
that his group is studying the 
proposal of ARMM officials to 
have the services of the medi- 
cal mission reach as far as 
Maguindanao and Lanao del 
Sur. 

ARMM Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan 
welcomed the Americans civic- 
action program in the hope that it 
would also reach other 
provinces. 

“Tt will greatly help many, es- 
pecially my indigent con- 
stituents,” Ampatuan said. 

Capt. Rick Morrison, of the US 
Navy Medical Service Corps and 
deputy fleet surgeon, said the 
"mercy hospital ship" is ran by 
647 military and civilian person- 


General accuses NPA of crimes against ordinary people 


LUCENA CITY—THE HEAD OF 
the military's Southern Luzon 
Command based here in Camp 
Nakar has accused the commu- 
nist New People's Army operating 
in Southern Tagalog and Bicol of 
committing crimes against ordi- 
nary people. 

Lt. Gen, Pedro Cabuay Jr, 
Cabuay said that from January 
to March, communist guerril- 

inated 68 people, 
ans, in Southern 


nel, half of whom are involved in 
hospitalization work like medi- 
cal, surgical, dental and primary 
health care, including services 
related to optometry, ophthal- 
mology, obstetrical and gynecol 
ogy. 

Morrison said the hospital 
personnel's other health ini- 
tiatives include immuniza 
tion, deworming, veterinary 
services and a program of 
awareness against the possi- 
ble entry of the avian influen 
та. 

Dr Lampa Pandi, regional 
health officer in charge, said he 
has already alerted provincial 
and municipal health office 
chiefs to spread the good news 
and start listing down would-be 


recipients. 

Pandi, who has begun dis- 
tributing PhilHealth cards to 
parents of poor families, has 
urged those with ailments and 
others with health problems to 
take advantage of this rare op- 
portunity to be accorded free 
medical attention by the US 
government. 

“The hospital can treat or 
attend to an average of 1,000 
patients each day,” Schjoth 
said. 

He said the US medical mis- 
sion is part of its government's 
policy to providing humanitar- 
ian aid to impoverished states 
inthe Pacificbasin. Charlie 
Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


“They were mostly helpless 
civilians—farmers and ordinary 
folks who resisted the extortion 
activities and presence of this te 
rorist group in their areas, 
Cabuay told the Inquinen in an in- 
terview. 

The Solcom chief said the 
guerrillas also abducted a total 
of 12 persons during the same 
period. The victims’ where- 
abouts are still unknown, he 
said. 

During the same period, the 


No bounty hunters vs wanted men, says Cordillera PNP exec 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 
‘The Philippine National Police 
may have offered bounties for 
the arrest of the country's most 
wanted criminals but it will nev- 
ег go to the extent of hiring 
bounty hunters to track them 
down, the Cordillera police di- 
rector said, 

In the region alone, going af- 
ter notorious criminals is ham- 
pered by the mountainous ter- 
rain and thick forests but never 
had the PNP thought of tapping 
bounty hunters, said Chief 


for at least 18 arsons that de- 
stroyed heavy equipment of 
road construction projects and 
buses. 

Cabuay said the group was al- 
so behind at least three robbery 
hold-ups and car thefts last 
year. 

Calling the guerrillas irrele- 
vant, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo last week vowed to "go for 
the jugular” and put an end to the 
rebellion. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


communist guerrillas conducted 
а total of eight sabotage opera- 
tions on communication towers 
of the Ayalaowned Globe 
Telecommunications in different 
locations in Southern Tagalog 
and Bicol. Total damage was esti- 
mated at P11.2 million. 

Military officials said the at- 
tacks were prompted by NPA de- 
mands for extortion payments ог 
“revolutionary taxes.” 

The Solcom report claimed 
that the NPA was responsible 


Bobby Labatan, PDI Souther Luzon Bureau 


New Palo archbishop named 

PALO, Leyte—Bishop Jose Palma of the Calbayog Diocese was named by the 
Майсал as the new archbishop of the Metropolitan Diocese of Palo. Paima, 56, 
wil succeed Archbishop Pedro Dean, who, with 21 years in senos, ls the 
longest archbishop to have served the Diocese of Palo. Dean was supposed to 
retire last year when he reached the mandatory retirement age of 75, but he has 
to continue discharging the functions of the archbishop of the diocese as the 
Vatican has yet to name his successor. The diocese covers over 50 parishes in 
Leyte, Dean announced his successor last Saturday їп a special meeting with 


some priests of the diocese Inside the chapel of the Archbishop Palace here. Luzon. 


Supt. Raul Gonzales. 

“We never entertained the 
idea of having bounty hunters 
in ош pursuit operations 
against lawless elements who 
have prices on their heads," 
Gonzales told the INQUIRER on 
Friday. 

"That would be unlawful and 
unthinkable for the PNR” he 
said. 

A bounty hunter is a person 
who seeks out fugitives for mone- 
tary rewards, 

Gonzales said bounty hunters 


are private citizens who do not 
belong to the police or military 
establishments. 


Bounty hunting 

In parts of the United States 
where bounty hunting is al- 
lowed to operate, the bounty 
hunters have more powers than 
the ordinary policeman, like en- 
tering the fugitive's private 
property even without a war- 
rant 

Recently, the PNP decided to 
set bounties for suspected con- 


spirators charged with helping 
the Magdalo group of soldiers 
take over the Oakwood Hotel in 
Makati City in 2003. 

A PS-million bounty was set 
for former Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan and another P3 million 
was put up for six others who 
were indicted for the 2003 coup 
d'etat by the Department of Jus- 
tice. 

The cash rewards, which 
were approved by Interior Sec- 
retary Ronaldo Puno, were tak- 
en from an existing allocation 


for incentives to government in- 
formants. 

‘The police in the Cordillera 
have 18 most wanted persons in 
their order of battle, 15 of whom 
have bounties on their heads to- 
taling P2.7 million. 


hunters would not be proper. 
He said the degree of notoriety 
and the kind of crimes commit- 
ted are factors used to deter- 
mine if a criminal would be- 
come part of the most wanted 
list. 

Regional commands, he 
said, are responsible for rec- 
commending to the national 
police headquarters the 
names of fugitives who should 
be given bounties. Delmar 
Cariño, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


PI-million award 

Former Vice Mayor Corey Dick- 
pus of Lubuagan, Kalinga, tops 
the list with a PI-million award 
for his arrest, 

He said urging or inviting 
people to become bounty 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


I've found my home at 


CENTURY 


PROPERTIES 


S nce 1986, Century Properties has been developing, managing; 
and marketing the most exceptional residential, corporate, and 


leisure developments in the country. Th: 
The Riviera Golf and Country Club, The Asian Hosp 
Suites, and the award winning Essensa East For 
Bonifacio are only a few of over najor ргоје 
very impressive portfolio. 


Today, the company has quietly grown into ог 
of the LARGEST privately owned full service rea 
tate firms in the Philippines, with over 
70 billion in total assets under management. 
They have won such accolades like the 
Global Excellence Aw 
Outstanding Philippine Real Estate Firm, 
The National Product Quality Excellence 
Award fi t Philippi 
firm, and the Most O 


Business World Quality Awards. 


Century's Current Projects: 


With a 20 year heritage of innovation, excellence, 
and superior service, Century continues to break 
new ground with such pioneering projects like the 
currently rising South of Market at the Fort, the 
country's FIRST fully-fitted, fully furnished residential 
hi-rise, Soho Central, the FIRST ever transportation 
oriented development, with its direct link to the MRT 
Train station, and Canyon Ranch, the nation's FIRST 
wi-fi residential community in the Philippines. 


And while the people at Century Properties strive 
for more "FIRSTS", more visionary achievements, and 
more awards, it is their pursuit of the greatest award 
of all: the satisfaction of customers like you and me, 
that puts Century FIRST on my list. 


I've chosen to make my home with 
Century. You should too. 


Martin Nievera 


ic Star Building, 


First Fully Furnished Residential Condo 
SOUTH OF MARKET 


First Transportation-Oriented Development 
SOHO CENTRAL 


First Wi-Fi Residential Community 
in the Philippines 
CANYON RANCH 


First Building completed at the Fort 
Voted best residential building in the Philippines 
ESSENSA EAST FORBES 


рсе 


818-9025 + 893-7050 - 0915-700-2000 
www.century-properties.com 
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Police to probe cases vs Umale 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


POLICE WILL ALSO LOOK INTO NINE 
cases allegedly involving assassinated 
businessman Leonardo Umale, which 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis Chavit Singson һай 
listed as possible motives behind the 
murder. 

"We will also look into (those cases). 
We will probably contact Singson’s 
lawyer about it,” Eastern Police District 
director Chief Supt. Charlemagne Ale- 
jandrino told the Inquinen. 

‘The police, however, will also investi- 
gate why Clarissa Umale, the victim's 


wife, immediately tagged Singson as 
the mastermind behind the killing, said 
Alejandrino, head of Task Force Umale. 

The governor, however, denied the 
allegation and listed nine cases he 
thought could have earned Umale more 
enemies. He even said he was “an ally 
and notan enemy" of Umale. 


Resolved issues 

Singson said some of the cases in- 
volved Umale's alleged nonpayment to 
some contractors and reported quar- 
rels with some friends, a fellow busi- 
nessman, a beautician, an actor and a 


pe 


JUSTIN TIME 
Agile men from the 
Bureau of Fire. 
Protection rescued 
a Thai national as 
she tried to jump. 
offfrom the fourth 
floor ofa hotel in 
Manila on Sunday. 
тото | 


group of informal settlers. 

But Clarissa yesterday said these 
nine cases "were all very petty" and had 
been resolved years ago. "Singson is 
twisting these cases," she said. 

Clarissa also stood by her allegation 
that Singson was her husband's only 
enemy. “I heard Singson threatening 
my husband when he was speaking to 
him through a speaker phone,” Clarissa 
said. 

"We will answer these cases he had 
listed one by one. We have court 
records,” she added. 

Umale was about to enter the Pearl 


Plaza Building on Pearl Drive in Pasig 
City on Thursday when four armed men 
shot him four times in the head. The 
killers also shot his building electrician, 
Ernesto Ganton, in the belly. Ganton 
died last Saturday. 


Past quarrels 

Alejandrino reiterated yesterday that 
Umale could have many enemies. “We 
will also look into circumstances arising 
from his past quarrels,” he added. 

“It is also possible that some people 
could still have ill feelings for him even 
after several years,” Alejandrino said. 
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; to be GREAT. 
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Greatness means making a BIG IMPRESSION. 


Ws not enough or you to simply succeed - you crave to exce 

‘You leave a lasting impression. 

You have the drive to reach the top, and equally important is the thie that would tke you there. 
The vehicle with the dynamism to match your verve. 

The vehicle that communicates the spirited Image you uphold, whether on a leisurely ride, 

ог during your constantly upward stride 

The vehicle that effortlessly translates your every intention, toa swift and precise action- 
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Revitalize your passion- 
Reverse your limitations- 


(s 
ge 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 

TOYOTA РАИСИ: SERVICES Ыар DG, не. 2080) t 32 / 802-199 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. 03) 44-181 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (01) 47-051 74) 300 373 V 24 014) 004120 9826 / (O74) HE TTA TO MAN PARA з 

TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA Abbo, НС, Овоот Ору 11 1 30 120. 27-7202 144148162 / 807-1287 | 62 I 68 927-7288 | 0 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC., (049) 723-738 7 (D13) 13-7029 TOYOTA CEDU-MA PARAMAQUE, 777-9500 
So lo S0 T ADA CY. AC. (064) A63 асру to 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE OAO, INC. (08822) 735-770 / 791 / BAG / (008) 858-0994 / (068) 858-7770 / (08822) 737 480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY. INC. (022) овоза, TOYOTA CERU-MANDAUE. (032) 345-8670 
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{овд 234-2904 (080 28-040 ТТА ORE TAMO, INE 893-2084 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, IC, 712-5001 to 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO. (045) 96-1188 TOYOTA SHAM, INC., 532-4132 532-8428 94-9008 (wes) TOYOTA SHAY) ORTIGAS, 671-9854 10 64 / 671-0460 
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Prank sends S 


7 By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THENEWS SENT SHOCK WAVES TO PO- 
icemen in Marikina City early yesterday 
` morning: a service vehicle of the office of 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines chief 
Gen. Generoso Senga was missing. 
Together with the driver, who was in а 
‘state in a panic, policemen searched the 
city, only to find out, about two hours lat- 
er, that the white Mitsubishi L300 van 
was just parked elsewhere. 


: Malls could 
Ре fronts — NBI 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


,DRUG SMUGGLERS COULD HAVE BEEN US- 
‘ing malls and department stores selling im- 
ported but cheap goods as fronts for their ille- 

` gal activities, according to the National Bu- 
Teau of Investigation (NBI). 

NBI Anti-Illegal Drugs Task Force chief 

~ Ruel Lasala yesterday said the bureau re- 
ceived information that drug dealers had 
been smuggling methamphetamine hy- 
drochloride or shabu into the country by in- 
cluding them in the shipment of merchan- 
dise like clothes and other dry goods. The 
goods are then sold at very cheap prices in 
malls like the 168 Shopping Mall in Binon- 
do, Manila, Lasala said. 

Operatives of the Bureau of Customs 
(BOC) raided the mall on Thursday to check 
whether or not stall owners had paid the re- 
quired taxes and duties оп goods sold in 
their stores. 

"Dealers could sell the goods at very, very 
lowprices because those are not their prima- 
ту products but the drugs smuggled with the 
merchandise,” Lasala explained, 

He said operatives who raided shabu lab- 

ebratories in Antipolo, Valenzuela, 
Parafiaque and Quezon City found dry 
goods, kitchenware, Christmas décor, plas- 
Beware and toys, mixed with drug ship- 
ments 

Lasala added that the lack of sophisticat- 
ed equipment in the detection of drugs like 
giant X-rays machines, which could scan the. 
contents of an entire container van, also 
made it easier for drug dealers to smuggle 
shabu into the country. 


Raids won't stop 
Meanwhile, Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 
„said in a forum yesterday that the BOC 
should not just prosecute mall owners but 
also go after importers and customs person- 
nel who could have connived to smuggle 
sitems into the country. 

‘Acting Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
"Morales agrees. “If the 168 stall owners say 
= they just bought the items from importers, 

then we will ask them to identify the im- 
porters,” he said in a phone interview. 
Morales said earlier that he would look into 
the possible involvement of customs person- 
fiel in smuggling. 

‘According to Morales, the bureau would 
, Rot stop with the 168 mall raid. "The moral 
‘ of this operation is simple. They should pay 
‘taxes on imported goods because that's what 
{ the law says,” he said. “If we can raid the 168 
{ mall, we can raid others.” 


In his official statement to the city po- 
lice investigation office, the driver, 
whom police identified as T/Sgt. Glenn 
Mellanes, said he failed to remember 
where he had parked the service vehicle. 

But a police official said Mellanes and 
two of his friends allegedly had а drink- 
ing spree before the incident. When Mel- 
lanes got drunk, his two friends got into 
the van and drove away, leaving him be- 
hind. 

In the police's official report, Mellanes 
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parked the veliicle in front of a mall near 
the Marquinton Place in Marikina at 
about 11 p.m. Sunday. He then got out of 
the car to look for a store. 

Not able to find the vehicle on his re- 
turn, Melleton said he went to the Marik- 
ina City Police Station, just about 300 
meters away from the Marquinton Place, 
to report the incident at 4:45 a.m. Mon- 
day. Policemen quickly alerted other po- 
lice precincts. Those who were at the sta- 
tion also searched the vicinity. 


‘Two hours later, police found the vehi- 
Че parked inside the Nile Village in 
Barangay Sto. Nino, just less than 100 
meters бот Marquinton Place. The 
doors were not locked. The key was still 
in the ignition and the accessories were 
all intact, police added. 

City police chief Senior Supt. Manuel 
Gaerlan, told the Ingumer Mellanes was 
drunk when he reported the incident to 
the police. 

A police official and another investiga- 
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enga aide running to cops 


tor, however, told a different story. They 
said Mellanes allegedly had a drinking 
spree with two friends, a male and a fe- 
male, in a bar near Marquinton Place. 

‘When Mellanes passed out, his friends 
decided to leave him in the bar. The two 
allegedly drove the vehicle and parked it 
inside the Nile ge. 

Chief Supt. Errol Pan of the Traffic 
Management Group confirmed that Mel- 
lanes’ friends just played a prank on him. 

With Luige A. del Puerto 


Electric post topples, hits cruising car in QC 


Bie orenian аныл —À 


Val Tessan naana 


TRAFFIC slowed down yesterday along Commonwealth Avenue after a strong gust of wind caused an electric post to 
fall on a car. The driver, who did not give his name to traffic enforcers, was unhurt. Traffic in the area returned to 
normal hours later after the car was towed and residents pushed the post away from the road. 


DepEd to review teachers’ 


recruitment guidelines 


By Jocelyn R. Uy and Alcuin Papa 


THE DEPARTMENT “OF EDUCATION 
(DepEd) yesterday said it would review the 
guidelines for the recruitment of teachers follow- 
ing the death of a Grade П student whose teacher 
allegedly forced her to eat pencil shavings. 

DepEd Officer-in charge Fe Hidalgo said in 
hiring new teachers, the department would 
‘give more emphasis on psychological factors, 
specifically behavioral reactions to certain 
conditions and situations. She added that as а 
result of the incident, the department was 
looking forward to continuing the implemen- 
tation of the Personal Safety Lessons (PSL) 
curriculum in private and public elementary 
and high schools nationwide. 

The PSL program seeks to develop aware- 
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Ms. Josefina М. Tan. 


Foundation bagged the 3rd place. 


“ee LAURA VICUÑA FOUNDATION, INC. 
Y ofthe Daughters of Mary Help of Christians 
WA, (Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco) 
Mapa Extension, Sta. Mesa, Manila 1016 
Tel. 714-7793 Fax 714-7428 


паана 


ByD] Yap 


A STRONG GUST OF WIND UPROOTED A 
tree and an electric post which fell on a саг 
cruising along Commonwealth Avenue in 
Quezon City at noon yesterday. No one was 
hurtin the incident. 3 

Described as a “mini ipo-ipo (tornado)" 
by residents, the gust of wind knocked 
down a Manila Electric Company post at 
the Commission on Audit U-turn slot, and 
anipil-ipil tree some 10 meters away. 

The tree then fell on the hood of a Toyota 
Camry (plate number XKZ 990) which was 
passing on the northbound lane. 

The impact left a dent on the left side of 
the hood, according to PO3 Venus Ormita of 
Quezon City Traffic Sector 5. Witnesses 
said the impact was weak because the de- 
scent of the post was gradual. 

The driver of the car, a man who was in 
his early to mid-30s, did not leave his name 
with investigators, and was in а hurry to 
leave the scene. 

Traffic police called in Meralco person- 
nel to remove the light post which blocked 
several lanes of the busy highway, Ormita 
said. 

The electric wires, curiously enough, 
were gone when the Meralco personnel ap- 
peared on the scene, she said, adding that 
they were probably taken away by persons 
who sell the wires to junk shops. 

Barangay officials, on the other hand, 
helped push the fallen tree away from the 
road, Ormita said 


ness and positive values among the learners, 
parents and community toward the protec- 
tion of children against sexual abuse in and 
outof schools. 

Delmar Redota, a Grade П student at the 
Silangan Elementary School Main in Baran- 
gay Upper Bicutan, Taguig, died last Wednes- 
day, a week after a teacher identified as Bren- 
da Elbambuena forced her to eat pencil shav- 
ings. Redota developed acute tonsillitis and 
pneumonia and later died in the hospital. 

Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga met yesterday 
with the citys assistant school superinten- 
dents to prepare the filing of child abuse 
charges against Elbambuena. Redota's par- 
ents had said that they do not want to file 
charges against the teacher because they did 
not-want their daughter's body to be autop- 
sied. 


ALL TUCKERED 
ойт 
Strong she might. 
advertise herself to. 
be but Madame. 
Кету? trong 
psychic powers failed 
to sustain her. No, 
she was not weary 
from attending to a 
lot of customers, She 
gotbored from 
waiting for one to 
approach her booth 
їп Quiapo, Manila. 
инел 
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Martial law should not be dug up 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S ADVIS- 
ers are not doing their job. If they did, they 


http://www lauravicuna.com 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


On March 30, 2006, the Laura Vicuña Foundation, Inc. will hold 
the "National Policy Conference for the Protection and 
Development of Child Laborers in the Sugar Industry" at the 
L'Fisher Hotel in Bacolod City. This will be participated in 
by sixty (60) delegates from government organizations, 
non-government organizations, international 
sugar planters, millers, lawyers and legal advocates. Partly 
financed by Winrock International, this conference hopes to 
change the course of history of the sugar industry into a just, 
socially-responsible, child-caring and friendly sector. 


‘The Laura Vicuña Foundation, Inc. which was organized in 1990 
to address the needs and problems of the strectchildren, 
sexually-abused girls, child laborers and those at high risk of 
exploitation and abuse is a noble partnership between the 
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (also known as the 
Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco) and some distinguished lay 
board members: Justice Ricardo C. Puno, Sr., Ms. Corazon S. 
dela Paz, Mr. Jose Ma. A. Concepcion, Ш, Ms. Maria Victoria J 
Cuisia, Mr. Francisco A. Dizon, Bishop Federico О. Escaler, 
S.J, Ms. Marilen N. Espiritu, Ms. Maria A. Fores and 


In the 2005 Asia Pacific Best NGO Awards - Country Level, 
Laura Vicuña Foundation, Inc. came out as Country Winner, 
representing the Philippines at the Regional Competition. This 
event, participated in by seven (7) nations from the Asia Pacific 
Region was held in Singapore last September 9, 2005 where the 


‘would have told her tax evaders and smugglers 
could not be court-martialed or tried by a mili- 
tary tribunal because the country is no longer 
under martial lave 

Dictator Ferdinand Marcos had his enemies, 
including former Sen. Benigno Aquino Jr, tried 
bya military tribunal during martial law. 

Suspected bigtime tax evaders and smug- 
glers, like the siblings Vicky and Tomas Toh, can 
only be tied by the civil courts. 

Unless the President is planning to impose 
martial rule, she was talking out of hand about 
using the military courts to try tax cheats and 
smugglers. 

GMA would be giving unnecessary powers to 
the military by having some criminal cases 
tried by court martial. 

Asitis, the military is again having a taste 
of raw power that it had during Marcos’ mili- 
tary rule. 

It would be better for the President not io 
dig up the past. 


SOME Manila policemen raided Sunday the 
Juan Luna Shopping Mall at Juan Luna and 
Meisic Streets in Binondo. 

‘The cops used as basis the well-publicized 
raid on 168 Mall in Divisoria by Bureau of Cus- 
toms agents and policemen from the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG). 

But the Manila cops were not authorized to 
conduct the raid. Wearing civilian clothes, they 
introduced themselves as customs agents. 

They released those they arrested, mostly Fil- 
ipinos and Tsinoys, afier shaking them down, 
allegedly for P5,000 to P20,000. 

1 wonder if Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, Mani- 
la Police District director, knew about the shake- 
down? 


When a guy had many enemies, the pol 


Ramon Tulfo 
—— ——— —tá 


would be hard put determining the master- 
mind behind his assassination. 

That's the case of businessman Leonardo 
Umale who was shot dead by unidentified 
gunmen in Pasig City last Thursday. 

Umale's wife, Clarissa, suspects it was По- 
cos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson who did 
it. But Singson has vehemently denied hav- 
ing had a hand in the killing. He said the vic- 
tim had many enemies. 

Among them was Rizal Gov. Casimiro 
Ynares with whom Umale had a quarrel over 
apiece of land in Pasig. 

‘Another was a businessman whom Umale 
charged with car theft. The businessman had 
sold on installment a Mercedes Benz to 
Umale. When Umale was late in paying 
amortization, the businessman tried to get it 
back. That was the reason for the car theft 
сазе. Police records showed that Umale 
made enemies among his business associ- 
ates and friends because of money matters. 

Umale's case confirms the truism that 
male friends part ways either because of 
money ora woman. 

Manila policemen shouldn't have arrested 
former Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soliman. 
That was what she wanted. She wanted publici- 
tyand that was what she got. 

Had they left her alone while she strolled 
with other persons seeking the ouster of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo at Baywalk, things 
would have come to pass uneventfully. 

The Presidents subordinates are the ones de- 
stroying her image. 


METROBRIEFS 
Makati cops lend a hand 


LENDING a hand beyond the call of duty, 
Makati's 553-strong police force would be do- 
nating their salary for one day to the landslide 
victims in Barangay Guinsaugon, St. Bernard 
town in Southern Leyte. "The chief PNP (Direc 
tor General Arturo Lomibao) has given word that 
policemen should give voluntary contributions 
to the victims of the Southern Leyte landslide,” 
said Makati Police District chief Senior Supt. 
Marietto Valerio. Donations would be collected 
until the end of the month or up to mid-April, 
said Valerio, The money would then be coursed 
through the MPD's mother unit, the Southern 
Police District, for turnover to the PNP head- 
quarters. Tarra V. Quismundo 


Stabbing spree in Caloocan 
A MENTALLY disabled houseboy stabbed four 
people, three of them children, in Caloocan City at 
daw yesterday. The victims were identiied as 
Honey Fajardo, 24: an 11-year-old girl, her 7- 
year-old sister and four-year-old brother. Chief In- 
sp. Cresencio Galvez, head of the city's Intelli- 
dence unit, sald the suspect, Pepito Joson, 53, 
escaped after the incident. A relative of the chil- 
теп said the children's mother had asked Fajar- 
do, a family friend, to stay with her chidren as 
she was going out. Joson, who has been with the 
family tor nine years reportedly tried to molest 
the 11-year-old gir! but Fajardo stopped him. The 
suspect then stabbed Fajardo 11 imes and 
turned on the children. Relatives brought the vio- 
tims to the hospital. Doctors declared the chil- 
dren out of danger although Fajardo remained In 
the hospital. Nancy C. Carvajal 


Ruby ап! 

THE ARELLANO (Manila North) High School 
Class of 1966 will celebrate thelr 40th anniver- 
sary on May 6. Class membors are Invited to rog- 
ister сапу and join the celebration. For more In- 
formation, please contact Florian Pagula-Tan at 
5623919 or mobile 0915-9008207; Bert Cruz at 
9613488 or 0920-5090073 or Jay B. de Belen а! 
8902029; 8978164 or 0927-3322975. 
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TbeNN ORED 
ll France PM vows protests 
won't force jobs plan retreat 


ASATELLITE image of Cyclone Larry which meteorologists say is one of the biggest ever seen. 


кализ 


Super cyclone hits Australia 


BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA—A SUPER CYCLONE 
smashed into tropical northeastern Australia 
Monday, with winds of up to 290 km an hour 
causing casualties and ripping homes apart, of- 
ficials said. 

"Tropical Cyclone Larry hit land near Innisfail 
in the far north of Queensland state as a top cat- 
'egory five, but had since been downgraded to a 
category four, the Queensland weather bureau 
said. 

Itis the strongest cyclone to strike Australia in 
more than 30 years and was seen as potentially 
more dangerous than Cyclone Tracy, which dev- 
astated the northern city of Darwin in 1974, 
killing 71 people and leaving 20,000 homeless. 

Innisfail police said they had been inundated 
with calls from terrified residents whose "homes 
are literally crumbling around them." 

“We have roofs flying off in Fly Fish Point, 
Silkwood and in the city center,” an Innisfail po- 
lice spokesperson said. “And we have trees 
across roads.” 

Police had been unable to leave the station 
despite hundreds of calls for help, she said. 


“We've had reports of some casualties at 
Cairns hospital, some 20 or so," weather bureau 
forecaster Jonty Hall said. "There's also some re- 
ports ofa few people missing as well.” 

‘Queensland state Premier Peter Beattie de- 
clared a state of emergency ahead of the storm's 
landfall late Sunday, opening the way for 
‘mandatory evacuations in several coastal areas, 
where tidal surges of up to two meters were ex- 
pected. 

Hundreds of people evacuated coastal towns 
in the area and major airlines canceled all flights 
into Caims and Townsville, the two biggest 
cities in the region. 

"The weather bureau describes a category five 
cyclone as “extremely dangerous with 
widespread destruction." I said Larry posed a 
very serious threat to life and property. 

Forecaster Jonty Hall said conditions around 
Innisfail were “extremely dangerous.” 

"Were starting to see a very dangerous storm. 
surge come to shore anywhere pretty south of 
Innisfail down towards Cardwell,” he said. "It 
doesn't get much worse than this. AFP 


PARIS—FRENCH PRIME MINISTER. 
Dominique de Villepin vowed not to 
back down on his contested youth 
jobs plan, the day after violent 
protests and as union leaders threat- 
ened Sunday to call a general strike. 
Villepin called for giving his contro- 
wersial First Employment Contract 
(CPE) “а chance," while adding that he 
“regretted” it was misunderstood. 
“We must give the CPE a chance. A 
CPE completed and improved to an- 
swer everyone's concerns,” Villepin 
said following Saturday's protests inan 
interview with the youth magazine Ci- 
tato, which will appear this week. 
Meanwhile union and student lead- 
ers had given Villepin an ultimatum of 
Monday aftemoon to withdraw the 
СРЕ, which on Saturday brought out 
hundreds of thousands of opponents to 
the streets of Paris and other cities in at 
times violent demonstrations. 
‘The march through the French capi- 
tal ended in several hours of evening 


confrontations between riot police and 
masked gangs, who hurled projectiles, 
set cars alight and smashed shop win- 
dows and telephone booths. 

Police fired tear gas and made baton 
charges to disperse demonstrators at 
the Place de la Nation in the east of the 
city, and later in the Latin Quarter used 
water canon to break up protesters try- 
ing to pull down a metal barrier block- 
ing access to the historic Sorbonne uni- 
versity. 

Police said they made 167 arrests in 
the clashes, which were the worst since 
tensions over the youth jobs contract 
erupted two weeks ago. А total of 34 
police officers and 18 demonstrators 
were injured, though none seriously. 

The disturbances marred a day that 
was hailed by unions as a major suc- 
cess in their campaign against the CPE, 
and on Sunday leaders vowed to step. 
up the pressure in the days ahead ifthe 
youth jobs contract is not withdrawn. 

Campaign organizers were to meet 


rx 


at S p.m. Monday to assess the govem- 
теп response, with the threat of a 
fresh escalation via a general strike 
openly brandished. 

“Obviously we have to maintain the 
mobilization. For it to work we need an 
appeal from several unions for an in- 
ter-professional strike day” Jean- 
Claude Mailly of Workers Force (FO) 
told Le Journal du Dimanche newspa- 


per. 

Bernard Thibault, head of the pow- 
erful General Labor Confederation 
(CGT), said that "if nothing moves we 
will propose preparing aday of general 
work stoppages in the coming days. 
Conditions are such that it should be a 
success.” 

‘An open-ended contract for under 
26-year-olds that can be terminated 
without justification in the first two 
years, the CPE is meant to bring down 
France's chronically high youth unem- 
ployment rate by offering employers 
greater flexibility. AFP 


amended as follows: 


BangkoSentral, ng Pilipinas 


OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR: 


Circular No. 516 
Series of 2006 


Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 188 dated 16 February 2006, the provisions of Section 2205 and Appendix 31 
ofthe Manual of Regulations for Banks (MORB), covering the guidelines on Check Clearing Rules for Thrift Banks authorized 
to accept demand deposits and for Rural Banks who are members of the Philippine Clearing House Corporation are hereby 


A. Sec. 2205 Check Clearing Rules for Thrift Banks Authorized to Accept Demand Deposits. 
4. The second sentence of Sec. 2205 c. (1) of the MORE Is hereby amended to read as follows: 


Every TB authorized to participate directly In the clearing operations of PCHC should apply for this line with the 
appropriate Supervision and Examination Department (SED) ofthe BSP. 


2, Item e under Section 2205 is hereby added to the MORB to read as follows: 
е. Any overdraft incurred under Section 102 of RA No. 7653 тау be converted into an emergency loan or advance 


Israel confirms deadly bird 
flu virus found in Holy Land 


JERUSALEM—ISRAETS AGRI- 
culture ministry confirmed Mon- 
day the deadly Н5М1 strain of 
bird flu had spread to three loca- 
tions in the Holy Land, where 
hundreds of thousands of turkeys 
and chickens were culled over the 
weekend. 

Ina statement on its website, the 
ministry said the flu had been found 
atthe southern communal farms Ein 
Hashlosha and Holit and in Sdeh 
Moshe, a farming community in 
central Israel. 

In Ein Hashlosha and Holit, vets 
have almost completed destroying 
the flocks where the flu was found, 
and are now beginning culling 
flocks in a 3-km radius of the infect- 
ed area, the ministry statement sai 

In Sdeh Moshe and Nachshon—a 
fourth area suspected of being in- 
fected—the vets will complete the 
culling process later Monday, the 
ministry said, 

"At the moment, we are talking 
about four infected areas, meaning 
the situation is under control. Even if 
additional infected areas are found, 
it does not mean the flu is spread- 
ing," the ministy statement said. 

The Н5М1 virus has killed or 
forced the slaughter of tens of mil- 
lions of chickens and ducks across 
Asia since 2003, and recently spread 


to Europe, Africa and the Middle 
East. 

‘World health officials fear Н5М1 
could evolve into a virus that would 
easily be transmitted between peo- 
ple, potentially triggering a global 
pandemic, though there is no evi- 
dence that is happening. 

‘About 100 people have died from. 
the disease worldwide, most after 
having been directly infected by sick 
birds. 

Israel began culling flocks of in- 
fected turkeys on Saturday even 
though the virus had not been offi- 
cially confirmed. Initial tests led the 
agriculture ministry to believe the 
flu had spread to the area, and the 
infected farming communities were 
immediately isolated, 

Dafna Varisca, agriculture min- 
istry spokesperson, estimated be- 
tween 400,000 to 500,000 turkeys 
and chickens would be killed by 
drinking poisoned water. Israeli 
farms raise 200 million turkeys, 
chickens and other poultry annually, 


luopean — Commission 
banned the import of Israeli poultry 
late last week after Israel announced. 
the first signs of an outbreak. The 
ban includes live poultry, poultry 
meat, eggs and poultry products, 
butnotheat-treated poultry АР 


Koreans 
defect 
to South 


SEOUL—FIVE NORTH 
Koreans defected to 
South Korea on a small 
fishing boat that was 
found adrift оп the 
southem side of the 
heavily guarded nauti- 
cal border ап Army 
spokesperson said оп 
Sunday. 

The five defectors 
were apparently a 
family of four that in- 
cluded a man in his 
30s, identified by his 
surname Lee, his wife, 
two children and one 
other person close the 
family, the Yonhap 
news agency report- 
ed, quoting Army and 
police officials. 

The Army spokes- 
person declined to 
give details about the 
five. 

Officials are inves- 
tigating the matter. 

‘They were on a 
small vessel that had 
struck a rock and 
drifted for two days 
before being spotted 
by South Korean ves- 
sels off the east coast 
of the peninsula, Yon- 
hap reported 

Lee told the South 
Korean officials he 
had decided to leave 
the impoverished 
North after hearing 
about the possibility 
of a better life in the 
South through radio 
broadcasts, the news 
agency said. 

"The two Koreas re- 
main technically at 
war because the 
1950-53 Korean War 
ended ina truce, пога 
peace treaty, and the 
two sides carefully 
patrol their coastal 
waters. 

Defections by sea 
from the North are 
rare because potential 
defectors run a high 
risk of being spotted, 
and then being taken 
into custody or at- 
tacked by North Kore- 
ап naval vessels. 

Reuters 


provided it complies with the guidelines governing the grant of emergency loans under Subsection X272 2 ofthe MORB. 
B. Appendix 31 (Appendix to Items “с” and "d" of Section 2205 and 3205) 
Sec 3. Application for Overnight Clearing Line 

Section 3 is hereby amended to read as follows: 


а, Thrift and rural banks authorized to participate directly in the clearing operations of PCHC shall file thelr application 
for an Overnight Clearing Line with the appropriate SED supported by documents indicated below under item b.1, b.2 and 
b3. 

b. The applicant bank shall furnish the Department of Loans and Credit (DLC) a copy of the application, together with 
the following: 

b.1 Adulynotarized secretary's certificato together with a resolution of the board of directors of the bank autho- 
rizing the bank to apply for a loan line and designating the officers authorized to negotiate, sign and execute all 
accessory documents for the loan line; 

b2 Duly signed and notarized Overnight Clearing Line Agreement between the bank and the BSP; 

b3 Duly accomplished Tripartite Memorandum of Agreement between and among the BSP, the applicant-bank and 
thePCHC; 

b4 Notarized Surety Agreement executed by the controlling stockholders (owning more than 50% of the voting 
stocks) and every person or group of persons whose stockholdings are sufficient to elect at least one director 
obligating themselves Jointly and severally with the bank to pay promptly on maturity or when due the BSP, its 
successors or assigns, all promissory notes covering avaliment against the loan line; and 

b5 Collateral documents to cover the loan line. 

c. The loan line shall be secured by first class collaterals that refer to the assets and securities which have relatively 
stable and clearly definable value and/or greater liquidity and free from lien and encumbrances, to the extent of their 
applicable loan values, as follows: 


‘Acceptable Collaterals Loan Value 


©.1.а Government securities 


80% of the current market value of the securities 
ЛЬ Commercial Credits (AAA) 


52 Unencumbered real estate properties in the name of 


70% of the appraised value of the land and insured 
the bank 


improvements determined by a licensed and indepen- 
dent appraiser acceptable to the BSP in accordance 
with BSP's terms of reference. 


сз Mortgage credits 70% of the appraised value of the property securing 


the loan evidenced by negotiable instruments as deter- 
‘mined by a licensed and independent appraiser ac- 
‘ceptable to the BSP in accordance with BSP's terms of. 
reference ог 80% the outstanding balance of such 
loan whichever is lower. 


4 Holdout on foreign currency deposits with the BSP 


80% of current market value. 


d. The DLC shallinform the appropriate SED ofthe total loan value of eligible collaterals and the appropriate SED, upon. 
finding the application and any amendments thereto to be in order, shall recommend to the Monetary Board the approval of 
the bank's loan tine. 

е. Tne ioan ine, once approved, can be amended at the instance of the applicant bank only once every twelve (12) 
‘months. The loan line shail be equal to at least five (5%) percent of the bank's deposit lablities as at end of prior month, The 
‘appropriate SED shall recommend to the Monetary Board any request for amendment ofthe ine. 

f. The bank shall be allowed the flexibility of changing or substituting collateral, specially matured government 
securities, The DLC shall act on such request, provided it wil not result in an amendment of the approved ovemight clearing 
tne, 

Sec 4. Avallmonts Against the Approved Loan Line 


йет 4.c of shall be re-numbered as 4.d and the following are hereby added as items c, e and fto read as follows: 
c. The avaliments against the approved loan line shall bear interest at the ninety-one (91)-day Treasury Bil rate ofthe 
last auction immediately preceding the availments, 
'&. The loan value of the collaterals securing the loan line shall be correspondingly reduced under any of the folowing 
circumstances: 
в.1 There are collections received on the mortgage credits; 
€.2 The mortgage credits become past due; 
9,3 The property mortgaged was sold; and 
®.4 The collateral assets fall short of the definition of first class collateral 
1. The bank shall duly inform DLC of any collections on mortgaged credits or sale of assets mortgaged and ensure that 
adequate records on collections and sales made by the branches are maintained in its head office. 
Sec 7. Procedures for Settling Losses 
Item c. Is hereby amended deleting the word DLC and shall now read as follows: 
c. Collateralized ovemight clearing ine granted by the BSP. 
Etfectivity. This Circular shall take effect after fiteen days from date of its publication in the Official Gazette or In a 
newspaper of general circulation. 


Forthe Monetary Board: 


(524) DIWA C.GUINIGUNDO 
Officer-In-Charge 
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Lukashenko cruised to a crushing election victory 
Monday as opponents vowed to continue protests 
against a vote they said had been rigged and the 
West prepared to give its own critical assessment. 


Lukashenko, 51, was elected 
with 82.6 percent of the vote at 
Sundays presidential election, 
‘compared to six percent for his 
nearest rival, Alexander Milinke- 
vich, said the chair of the central 
election commission, Lidiya Yer- 
máshina, 

“The figures remained un- 
changed as the final ballots were 
counted, officials quoted by the 
Itar-Tass news agency said. 

‘There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the Belarussian leader, 
who has held the post since 1994, 


although he earlier said he expect- 
ed a “normal result” and would be 
passing Sunday evening "quietly." 

Opposition groups vowed to 
hold a new protest on Monday 
however after more than 10,000 
opposition supporters gathered in 
a blizzard that whipped through 
the capital on Sunday—the largest 
opposition protest in the city in 


years. 

“We will demand that this elec- 
Чоп be recognized as invalid, in- 
cluding by international organiza- 
tions,” 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


porters from the steps ofthe trade 


unions palace. 

Wester election monitors from 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
were to publish their findings 
Monday, which judging from the 


О$СЕЗ assessments in the run up 


critical. 


Milinkevich told his sup- 


to the vote were likely to be highly 


Russia looked like it would be at 
‘odds with the West on the matter, 
having accused the OSCE of a dan- 
gerous political bias in assessing 
countries that have remained in 
Moscow's orbit. 

A top Russian election monitor, 
Vladimir Rushailo, voiced satisfac- 
tion at the range of foreign ob- 
servers present 
vote—among them many from 
countries such as China, where 
democracy is barely practiced. AFP 
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THEIR BRAND OF VENERATION 


Volunteer participants pose naked during a photo session with US 
national hero Simon Bolivar in Caracas March 19. 
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photographer Spencer Tunick near a statue of Venezuela's 


sumas 
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European Union 
Lithuania and Latvia 


north and Poland to the west 
and ex-Soviet states Russia and 
Ukraine to the east and to tie 
south. Population is about 9.751 
million. The capital is Minsk. 
Belarus (“White Russia”) 
became independent after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. A drive to revive the Be- 


larussian language and 


was crushed by Lukashenko, first 
elected їп 1994. He reinstated 
many Sovietera symbols, in- 
duding a fiag and coat-of-arms. 
e Belarus was devastated in 


Key facts about Belarus 


*ТНЕ COUNTRY BORDERS 
members 


the course of the Nazi invasion. 
of the Soviet Union in 1941. 
One in four citizens died. 

© In 1986, a third of Belarus 
was contaminated by radiation. 
spread across Europe by an ex- 
plosion over the border at 
Ukraine's Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant. 

The economy is run on 
command lines. The govern- 
ment orders companies what 
to produce and at what prices 
to sell. Private property is out- 
lawed. Key sectors are oil refin- 
ing, chemicals and тасһїпё-„ 
building. Russia is the mairi 
trading partner. Reuters 


to the 


culture 


Humanitarian crisis looms 
over Gaza Strip, UN warns 


GAZA CITY—THE GAZA STRIP IS DAN- 
gerously short of basic foodstuffs and is 
facing a looming humanitarian crisis as a 
result of the continued closure of the 
main trade crossing with Israel, the Unit- 
ed Nations warned Sunday. 

As the US ambassador to Israel hosted 
talks aimed at resolving an increasingly 
bitter dispute over the border crossings, 
the Gaza director of the UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees (UNRWA), said his 
organization had run out of food to dis- 
tribute to the most impoverished families. 

"Every day is taking us loser toa humani- 
tarian crisis; John Ging told reporters. 

“Flour and wheat are notthe only products 
in short supply. There is a shortage of sugar, 
cil and many of the other basic commodities. 

“T the borders remain dosed then every- 
thing will begin to become a crisis in itself” 

Israel has closed the Каті crossing for 


much of the year, citing security concerns. 


Negotiations about opening an altema- 
tive crossing have so far stalled. 

In a bid to resolve the dispute, the US am- 
bassador to Israel Richard Jones hosted talks 
at his residence Sunday involving Israeli, 
Palestinian, European and Egyptian officials. 

Palestinian chief negotiator Saeb Erakat, 
who attended the meeting, said that it had 
not resulted in any breakthrough but all 
sides had agreed to further sessions. 


Museum exhibits fine artifacts, but where are China’s? 


BEUING—THE BRITISH MUSE- 
utis first exhibition in China has 
lef many Chinese wondering 
where their own country's price- 
les$ artifacts in the collection 
from the world's oldest museum 
have gone. 

“Why are there no Chinese arti- 
facts and (who) do the objects re- 
ally belong to?" asked the official 


Xinhua news agency on Monday. 


US Marines 


NEW  YORK—THE UNITED 
States military is investigating 

iether US Marines killed 15 
саде near the western Iraqi 
town of Haditha last November 
akter their vehicle was struck by a 
réadside bomb, Time magazine 

ted in its Monday issue. 

"Human rights activists say that 
if the accusations prove to be 
tri, the incident would rank as 
йе worst case of deliberare 
killing of Iraqi civilians by US ser- 
vice members since the war be- 
gan, the report said. 

«According to Time, the incident 
ocpurred on the morning of Nov. 19, 
2065, when a roadside bomb struck 


cient. 


day. 
But 
there. 


But 


Over 270 artifacts from the an- 


Greece and Egypt have been put 
on display for the 
the World Cultures" 
that opened at Beijings newly 
built Capital Museum on Satur- 


“| was really stunned by the 


pened that morning in Haditha 
are more disturbing, disputed 
and horrific than the military ini- 
tially reported, Time said. 


civilizations of Rome, 


"Treasures of 


exhibition ing 


relics from China are not 


Ast 


es 


armed Irac 


insurgents and 


the details of what hap- 


beautiful artifacts from the differ- 
ent cultures, bur why are there no 
Chinese antiques?" Xinhua quot- 
ей 19-year-old Wang Wei as say- 


$. 

"The British Museum has in its 
collection thousands of oriental 
paintings, manuscripts, statues, 
Ornaments, jewelry and other cul- 
tural relics smuggled out of China 
mainly in the late 19th century 


According to eyewitnesses and 
local officials interviewed over 
the past 10 weeks, the civilians 
who died in Haditha were Killed 
not by the roadside bomb but by 
the Marines themselves. They 
went on a rampage in the village 
after the attack, killing 15 un- 
in their homes, in- 
cluding seven women and three 
children, the magazine said. 
1n January, after Time present- 
ed military officials in Baghdad 
with the Iraqis’ accounts of the 
events, the US military opened its 
own investigation into the inci- 
dent. The military interviewed 28 
people, including the Marines, 


and early in the 20th century. 

Many of them were traded to 
other parties before eventually 
being acquired by the museum. 

“Моге than 20,000 Chinese ar- 
tifacts including paintings, tex- 
tiles, jade and metal objects are 
housed in the British Museum. 
Most of them were robbed or pur- 
chased for pennies more than 100 
years ago,” Xinhua said. 


accused of killing 15 Iraq civilians 


a humvee carrying troops from Kilo 
Company 3rd Battalion, 
Marines, on a road near Haditha. 
The bomb killed Lance Corpo- 
ral Miguel Terrazas from El Paso, 
Texas. The next day, the М: 
said in a statement that Terrazas 
and 15 Iraqi civilians had died 
when gunmen attacked the con- 
voy with small arms fire, prompt- 
ing the Marines to return fire, 
killing eight 
wounding one other. 


to the China Daily. 


return their artifacts but 
quests have been refused 
Xinhua said. 


the families of the victims and lo- 
cal doctors, the report said. 

The initial inquiry acknowledged 
that, contrary to the military initial 
report, the 15 civilians died at the 
hands of the Marines, not the insur- 
gents, the magazine said. 

к added that the available evi- 
dence did not provide conclusive 
proof that the Marines deliberately 
killed innocent people in Haditha, 

But human rights groups that 
also investigated the incident say 
survivors and local officials ques- 
tion whether the force used by the 
Marines was justified and whether 
they were initially candid about 
what took place, Timesaid. AFP 


19. 


There were no Chinese relics in 
the exhibition partly because Bei- 
jing had refused to recognize 
British claims to them, according 


The British Museum has been 
under pressure in recent years 
from Greece, Egypt and China to 


ASHIITE woman and son watch 
religious rites in Kerbala, March 


"We discussed the humanitarian catas- 
trophe in Gaza which has come about be- 
cause of the Israeli siege,” Erakat told АЕР 
after the meeting in a reflection of the bit- 
terness between the two sides. 

There was no comment from the Is- 
raelis whose delegation was led by the se- 
nior defense ministry official Amos Gilad. 

Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas had 
earlier told reporters that he wanted to 
see rapid progress on the issue. 

“We should find solutions, serious solu- 
tions, to ensure the continuous opening of 
the passages,” he saic 

Ging said it was essential that both sides `, 
come to an agreement as soon as possible. 

“Iam calling on everybody who can as- 
sist to solve the situation where the bor- 
ders are closed and the result is that peo- 
ple here in Gaza do not have епо! 
bread; Bie Very basics that дра 

„sustain our lives,” hesaid. «мя... ms 

"We have thousands of tons of food 
waiting at Karni crossing and we have 
used the reserves that we have here. They 
have already been distributed." 

Gilad earlier told Israeli radio Bis 
Каті was shut for security reasons but Is- 
rael was prepared to open a terminal * 
known as Kerem Shalom which borders 
Israel, Gaza and Egypt "in order to avoid a 
humanitarian crisis." АЕР 


Biometric 
passports 
for Japanese 


TOKYO—JAPAN BEGAN MON- 
day to issue passports with bio- 
metric data, meeting security 
measures imposed by the United 
States—the top destination for 
Japanese travelers. 

The passports are equipped 
with IC, or integrated circuit, 
chips that provide personal infor- 
mation including photographs. 

“With the introduction of IC 
chips, the counterfeiting of pass- 
ports will be difficult,” а foreign 
ministry statement said. va 

The International Civil Aviatiol + 
Organization called in 2003 for 
‘countries to adopt IC chips with bio- 
metric information to enhance se- 
curity in the wake of the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks on the United States. 

Japan's new passports will meet a 
US biometric requirement that comes 
into force from Oct. 26 for citizens of 
27 countries, including Japan, who 
are allowed to visit without a visa. 

Japanese passports are already 
machine readable, a condition 
the United States imposed from 
June last year. AFP 


all re- 
so far, 
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Current anti-Bush tirades employ one word: Incompetence 


By Charlotte Raab 


WASHINGTON—THE WAR IN IRAQ, 
budget deficits, the damaged case 
against Zacarias Moussaoui, port securi- 
ty—all the bad news that is sapping 
American morale and undercutting Pres- 
ident George W. Bush's popularity comes 
from one source, according to opposition 
Democrats: incompetence. 

‘The word figures prominently in 
speeches delivered by leading members 
of the opposition, who have turned 
charges of incompetence into a common 
refrain that can be heard in discussion of 
any issue at hand. 


The charge has even eclipsed accusa- 
tions of corruption that had been used 
for months to describe Republican legal 
woes, from the indictment of Lewis Lib- 
by, a former chief of staff for Vice Presi- 
dent Dick Cheney, to the eight-year 
prison sentence handed down to Repub- 
lican former Congressman Randy Cun- 
ningham for accepting bribes. 

Democratic Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid mentioned “incompetence” 
three times in two sentences when he 
spoke to reporters last week. 

‘Commenting on the trial of French na- 
tional Moussaoui, the only US case linked 
to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 


Reid exclaimed: “Think about this, to show 
the incompetence of whats going on in 
Washington with this administration." 
Reid was referring to a mistake commit- 
ted by a government lawyer that almost 
saw the death penalty trial thrown out. 
Charges of incompetence resonate 
even more because they are repeated by 
‘commentators of every political stripe. 
“They made a whole series of mis- 
takes,” argued Stephen Hess, an analyst 
with the Brookings Institution, who 
worked for the Republican administra- 
tions of presidents Dwight Eisenhower 
and Richard Nixon. 
"In some cases, it's managerial incom- 


petence,” said Hess, commenting on the 
Bush administrations fiasco in manag- 
ing the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
that hit last August. 

“їп other instances, its political incompe- 
tence,” said Hess, refering to the adminis- 
tration’s inability to anticipate fallout from a 
роп management deal with DP World, а 
company based in the United Arab Emirates. 

‘The mistake was even more surprising 
because the Bush team was credited with 
an infallible political sense following the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks, which con- 
solidated Republican control in both 
chambers of Congress. 

The charges of “incompetence” that are 


being so widely aired are reminiscent of those 
heard in the months before the 2001 attacks, 
when opponents accused the Bush adminis- 
tration of “incompetence” and “arrogance.” 

‘Analysts considered the team that 
Bush, a former Texas governor, assem- 
bled when he took office in January 2001 
extremely competent. But Bush's politi- 
cal honeymoon was a short one. 

When Republicans lost control of the 
US Senate in May 2001 following the de- 
fection of Jim Jeffords, upset at the ad- 
ministration's decision to spurn the Ky- 
oto Protocol on greenhouse gases, com- 
mentators began to question the White 
House's political skills. AFP 
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. BALDNESS?’ 
champion We 1 Not For Ме!" 


a i B Nets down Mavs, -Wiliam Ballett ` 
A endiosing spell /A19 


B AP e. е ^1 had dry scalp and my hair 
3 1 was thinning. It seemed like 
seeks arbitration ff Ere 


rate. After going to Svenson, 
‘everybody says I look 10 years 
younger! You, too can look years 


е = younger when you regain a full 
Г head of hair. Look at me, l'm 
" happy, | feel confident and 1 ат 
be. тоге active than ever. Go to 
Svenson and start looking 
By Jasmine W. Payo prepared to seek Fiba's recognition PBA, PBL, UAAP and the NCAA. younger again! 
of Pilipinas Basketball, thenew cage The BAP is the fifth member of 
UNABLE TO REGAIN MEMBERSHIP IN THE Logd deus chive, ege. AUAM 
Philippine Olympic Committee, the belea- "^ eis 
guered Basketball Association of the, Philip- 
pines has decided to file a case against the lo- Pd 2 
cal Olympic body in the Court of Arbitration 1154 - uos E ү ВЕРОВЕ 
for Sport (CAS) this month. s " You don't have to be bald forever. Svenson offers the 


Cosmetit Transdermal Reconstruction to give you back 


“We've exhausted all avenues to been notified of BAPS next action. КСРӨ) a full head of hair. This revolutionary hair replacement 


be readmitted to the POC because “Tes an option we have been dis- looks, maves and feels so natural, you wen" t 
readmission is the sure-fire formula cussing with him,” said Lina. “He rvs ae kei sn ын yu wn ewe ае 5. 


wearily Hf the (Fiba) sus- won't be surprised Accessories worry about it. With the Svenson Hair Technology, you 
pension on the Philippines,” said “Our documents are ready. We = 3 
BAP president Joey Lina in a press have to substantiate our complaint mi 
conference yesterday. (to CAS) that we were illegally ex- 3 Find out how Svenson can help 
"We have no choice now but o pelled by POC.” EE аа you stop baldness. Call now for 
go outside and file а case at CAS." The CAS is an international court e sre Wes TITANI а FREE hair and scalp analysis. 
[4 
ч 


can live life to'the fullest! 


"Lina, who came out of nowhere that settles sports-related disputes. Ram 
last year to take over the BAP presi- Based in Lausanne, Switzerland, itis < 


defy from the aling Quitelano independent of any sports organiza- Sae | ig сли 892-HAIR (4247) 


‘Tiny’ Literal, said international bas- tion and has nearly 300 arbitrators RESTEP н D uus nes 
кефай federation (Fiba) secretary from 87 countries. RURESTEP taa S EA TER NESTES SS = MORTO utes wwe отдан кы 
general PatrickBaumann basalready Lina's move came as the РОС TTE ERE EE. ! е Зи mE i3. 
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LIGHTS, MOTOR, ACTION! THE FORD FOCUS. AUTOCROSS CELEBRITY EDITION. 


See your favorite celebrities race for supremacy on a special designed rally track at the Fort Bonifacio Global City grounds 
See tar 25. Sum. Then its your turn behind the wheel, Join the public test drives from 10am until 5pm on March 25 
and 26. Who knows, you might just be discovered as the next autocross superstar. 


Now available 1.6L Trend 2.01 Sport 
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EALA: РВА partners 
receptive to idea. 


By June Navarro 


HONG KONG—EVEN BEFORE TALK 
“N Text and Purefoods could show 
their wares and hold overseas Fil- 
ipino workers spellbound Sunday, 
another Philippine Basketball Associ- 
ation game in this former British ter- 
ritory was already on the drawing 
board. 

Commissioner Noli Eala, in part- 
nership with PLDT Global, as started 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 


SPORTS 


' Another PBA Hong Kong game in the works 


planning another PBA treat for the 
OFWs in November with the world- 
renowned 15,000-seat Hong Kong 
Stadium being eyed as venue. 

‘It (the HK stadium) will cater to a 
bigger hoard of OFWs," said Eala prior. 
to the Talk 'N Text-Purefoods match 
eventually won by the Phone Puls 
Sunday afternoon at the Queen Ейга- 
beth Stadium here. 

“Though nothing has been finalized 
yet, our partners are receptive to the 


idea," added Eala, who pioneered the 
move to hold a regular game in a for- 
eign country. 

Last season, the PBA brought its act 
to Jakarta, Indonesia, with the Phone 
Pals winning over the Shell Tur- 
bochargers in the league's first-ever 
overseas stint. 

The league also plans to hold a reg- 
ular game in Qatar sometime in May. 

About 3,000 tickets were given 
away to the Hong Kong OFWs by 


PLDT Global, through its Smart 1528 
mobile service, to acknowledge their 
role in boosting the country’s econo- 
my through their dollar remittances. 

“This is really for the OFWs,” said Al 
Panlilio, CEO and president of the 
Hong Kong-based PLDT Global. "Its 
‘our way of thanking them for helping 
our economy. We're also excited to 
bring back the PBA here. We will have 
‘more time to plan and market it better. 
thenext time.” 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006 


If negotiations fora second game in 
Hong Kong in November fall through, 
‘Singapore may be tapped as an alter- 
mate venue since PLDT Global is set to 
launch another mobile service there 
on March 26. 

А Talk 'N Text source said PLDT 
Global would most likely become the 
chief partner of the PBA in future 
Overseas games as the telecommuni- 
cations firm stretches its reach to more 
Asian countries. 


Lining 


takes 


over as Japan 
Open champ 


ANTONIO LINING OUSTED DEFENDING 

champion Efren "Bata" Reyes in the quar- 
terfinals and went on to capture the 2006 
Japan Open 9-Ball Billiards Champi- 
onship over longshot compatriot Don 
Don Razalan in Tokyo Sunday. 

Lining, one of the country's top cue mas- 
fers, blasted Razalan of Calauag, Quezon, 9- 
3, to cap an explosive run that included a 9- 
4 whipping of the revered Reyes in the quar- 
terfinals. 

А native of Pinamalayan, Oriental Min- 
doro, Lining outplayed Yuichi Yano of 
Japan, 9-4, in the last 16 and was in even 
more murderous form in the semifinals as 

she clobbered another Japanese, Kazuhiko 
Yamauchi, 9-2. 

‘The surprisingly tough Razalan reached 
the finals with a 9-8 upset of crack Japanese 
Satoshi Kawabata. 

He beat fellow Filipino underdog Ruel Es- 
шо, 9-3, in the quarterfinals after anoth- 
ег 9-8 escape over Japan's Masaaki Tanaka 
in the last 16. 

The championship victory was worth 

ош P645,000 for Lining, third placer in 


the Manila leg of the 2005 SMB Asian 9-ball 
Tour 

Francisco “Django” Bustamante, the ac- 
knowledged Filipino No. 2 behind Reyes, 
bowed out in the last 16 along with Antonio 
Gabica and Rodolfo Luat. 

Bustamante lost to Japanese Takeshi 
Okumura, 9-3; Gabica was eliminated by Ya- 
mauchi, 9-4; while Luat stumbled against 
Esquillio, 9-8. 

In the distaff side, Southeast Asian Games 
double gold medalist Rubilen “Bingkay” 
Amit made it to the last 8 while Iris Rafiola 
gotonly as far as the last 16. 

Su LYun of Chinese Taipei captured the 
women's title after crushing Japan's Yukiko 
Hamanishi, 8-2, in the finals. 

“Medyo minalas na naman ako (1 was un- 
lucky again), said the 24-year-old Amit, 
who dropped a heartbreaking 8-6 decision 
to Kimiko Yamauchi. 

Amit also absorbed a close 6-5 defeat to 
‘Sweden's Charlotte Sorensen, 5-6, in her de- 
but in the 2006 World Championships won 
by Kim Ga-young of South Korea recently 

Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


ANTONIO "Nickoy" Lining dethrones compatriot Efren "Bata" Reyes. 


RP sports still waits for First Gent's help 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


WILLHE OR WON'T НЕ? 
‘The repeated calls for First Gen- 


Puentevella yesterday said that the 
First Gentleman has yet to reply toa 
formal POC letter requesting his re- 
tum as chief of mission for the De- 


ARROYO 


tleman Mike Arroyo to retum as the 
country’s premier fund-raiser for 
sports has remained unanswered, 
leaving preparations for the Doha 
Asian Games at a standstill with just 
nine months left. 

Philippine Olympic" Committee 
first vice president Rep. Monico 


cember Asiad, as well as reassuming 
his role as chief fund-raiser 

"We are still uying to convince 
him,” Puentevella told the Імла. 

"The First Gentleman announced 
last month his decision to leave RP 
sports due to numerous criticisms, 
induding his presence during the 


Manny Pacquiao fight in January 
and the Hong Kong trip by some 
200 national athletes last year. 
Puentevella, considered the 
strongest link of the РОС to Mala- 
cafiang, conveyed the POC's invita- 
tion for Arroyo to be the Asian 
Games chief of mission and reprise 
his role during the 23rd Southeast 
Asian Games last December. 
Meanwhile, Philippine Sports 
Commission chair Wiliam “Butch” 


Ramirez yesterday acknowledged 
the help they used to enjoy from Ar- 
royo, who had raised funds for the 
past two SEA Games, including the 
alltime high of P160 million for 
athletes training last year. 

"Everything depends on the help 
we could get from the First Gentle- 
man,” said Ramirez, who is set to 
meet with Chinese Sports Minister 
Liu Peng in August to renew sports 
ties berween the two countries. 


WHOIS THE GREATEST OF THEM ALL? 

1 pose that question because the same 
question was posed to me only a while 
back. 

The question came no less from Quini- 
to Henson, the country’s undisputed ex- 
pert in boxing. 

“Do you think Manny Pacquiao is the 
greatest of them ай?” asked Quinito. “If 
yes is your reply, why?" 

Quinito said he was doing a magazine 
solely devoted to Pacquiao. 

"lisa collectors item,” he said. 

Oh, well you bet. 

Anything that has to do with Pacquiao 
nowadays, its a sure hit. 

Commercials here and there are rak- 
ing in money for the Pacman. The movies 
he has made thus far have likewise fat- 
tened his bank accounts. 

“If its Pacquiao we are airing on pay- 
per-view TY, we always score big at the 
tills,” said Dennis Uy inventor of the gad- 
get that brings to your living rooms Pac- 
quiao’s blockbuster fights live. "But when 
we did the same thing to other boxers, 
‘we lost money" 

In short, Pacquiao has now the Midas 
touch. Everything that he touches ums 
into gold. 

‘And I can only be too happy for Pac- 
quiao. He deserves the windfall. As T said, 
it's not easy being a boxer. In this sport, 


Pacquiao t| 


you get hit fist, you get hurt first, your 
nose gets broken or your eyebrows get 
‘cut or your lips get busted, before you get 
paid. You could be in stitches and ban- 
dages after a fight that you sometimes 
end up like a zombie. Only your wife and 
mother could hug and kiss you but not 
your child, who'd be too scared to death 
seeing a walking mummy! In golf, you 
get to enjoy the sun and the flowers and 
next collect your purse—unscathed. 

Now, to go back to the question: Who 
is the greatest of them all, Pancho Villa, 
Flash Elorde or Manny Pacquiao? 

1 did not see Villa (real name, Fran- 
cisco Guilledo) as he came before we 
‘were all born—in the Roaring Twen- 
ties, But I have heard so much about 
him, read so much about him. Accord- 
ing to those in the know, Villa was good, 
courageous and a bit flashy. With a ring 
name borrowed from the great Mexi- 
‘can revolutionary hero, Pancho Villa, 
our kid, originally from Iloilo, captured 


he greatest 


the imagination of American boxing 
fans, if not the world's adulation. He 
fought 105 times, winning 88 of them, 
losing nine and drawing five; he had 
three no-decision verdicts (thanks for 
the stats, Eric) 

Every time Pancho Villa came home 
from a victory in America, he'd ride in a 
flashy, top-down automobile for a motor- 
cade in Manila in his honor. He loved the 
limelight as much as he loved women; 
sometimes, he'd have three girl friends at 
the same time. When he died from an in- 
fected tooth aggravated by a fight in Cali- 
fornia that he shouldn't have fought in 
the first place as per doctor's orders, he 
drew a record throng during the funeral 
cortege to the Manila North Cemetery. 
‘That record was eclipsed only when the 
remains of the late President Ramon 
Magsaysay were being taken also to the 
Manila North Cemetery. 

Pancho Villa's legend will always стор 
up every time a new kid on the block 
comes along—such as Manny Pacquiao. 

But comes now Flash Elorde, the for- 
mer bootblack from Bogo, Cebu, who 
was world junior lightweight champion 
from 1960 to 1967. Like Villa, Elorde is a 
certified boxing legend. 

‘Asouthpaw like Pacquiao, Elorde elec- 
trified the world with his punching abili- 
ty moreso that his right hand had, amaz- 


ingly scored more knockouts than his left 
hand. He fought 115 times, winning 88 
of them including 34 knockouts, losing 
25 and drawing two. He had overstayed 
in the beak-busting business, though, 
and his undoing triggered successive de- 
feats. 

Soon, he found himself getting 
stripped of his boxing license by the 
Games and Amusements Board. A sorry 
ending, indeed, for the icon whose death 
due to lung cancer at age 49 triggered а 
national mourning. 

So, who's the greatest? 

1 say it's Pacquiao. His record of 41 
wins, three losses and two draws—with 
33 knockouts—is simply too awesome to 
be ignored. Pacquiao's punching power 
has no equal. His ability to survive knock- 
ош blows (his 2 KO losses were flukes) is 
without equal. His fighting style—with 
both fists capable of scoring knockouts, 
his shuffle and body movements cor- 
Teci—is now virtually complete. 

Of course, that estimation will change 
‘once Pacquiao transforms from a disci- 
plined fighter to a spoiled brat and starts 
piling up the losses. 

In shor, its up to Pacquiao if he wants 
touphold my verdict of him ай his boxing 
life. 


Comments to menju@pldtdsLnet 


s 2 more cage venues for BEST 


Junior shuttlers gun for berth 


«THE CHASE FOR BERTHS IN THE MAIN draw 
of the 2006 JVC Open Juniors Championships 
begins today with the staging of the first of the 
qualifiers at PowerSmash in Makati City. 

‘A banner field of over 500 youngsters in three 
classes is seeing action in the four-day qualifier 
sponsored by JVC (Phils.) and organized by IMG. 

1: The 100-player roster in the girl singles dou- 

5bled last year’s field while the boys’ singles drew 

#488 entries, an increase of 45 percent. The field 


grew by about 58 percent compared to last year 

Hostilities start at 4 p.m. with 11 matches on 
tap in boys singles in the 12-under division. Ac- 
tion in the girls’ side, also in the 12-under group, 
kicks off at 5 рл, before the boys competition 
resumes at 6 p.m. with the round-of-32 matches. 

Matches in the 14-under class in both sides 
will be held tomorrow, while action in the 12-un- 
der resumes on Thursday. Competitions in the 
10-under division will be held Friday. 


MILO BEST CENTER'S BASket- 
ball program has added two more 
venues in order to accommodate 
morc enrollees this summer. 

These are Xavier School Spons 
Center and Christ The King Semi- 
nary on E. Rodriguez Avenue, Que- 
zon City 

Level 1 and 2 classes will be held 
from 1 104 p.m. every Tuesday and 
‘Sunday from April 2 o 25 at Xavier, 


while level 1 clinics will be conduct- 
ed from 1 to 4:30 p.m, every Mon- 
day and Thursday from April 3 to 
27 at Chris The King. 

Jose Rizal University on Shaw 
Boulevard, Mandaluyong, will also 
hold level Land 2 sessions from 1 to 
4:40 p.m. every Wednesday and 
Saturday from April 5-29. 

For inquiries, call 411-6260 or 
372-3066 or telefax 672-3065, 


BAP seeks 
arbitration... 


From page AIT 

Lina maintained that the “expedient and prac- 
tical” way to lift ће Fiba suspension is to incorpo- 
rate the major stakeholders into a restructured 
BAP The POC and the stakeholders, he stressed, 
have already agreed on this process in previous 
meetings. 

“We were already holding the draft of the 
amended by-laws of BAB” said Lina, who later 
quit the stakeholders’ group following its decision 
to form a new body that would replace the BAP 

During the press conference, Lina presented 
Fiba documents that he said clarified the Memo- 
randum of Understanding (MoU) between the 
POCand the Fiba last Sept. 29. 

“The POC is not showing these documents,” 
said Lina of the two letters signed by Baumann 
dated Oct. 5 and Oct. 27, 2005. "The POC contin- 
ues to take the MoU as the absolute document, 
but the MoU was clarified by Fiba.” 

He said the POC interpreted the MoU as call 
ing for the new organization (Pilipinas Basket- 
ball) to replace the ВАР 

“But the MoU process, as clarified, says that 
before forming a new federation, the BAP must 
be expelled from Fiba,” he stressed. 

‘Unhappy with the way amateur basketball 
жав being run, the POC general assembly ех- 
pelled the BAP by unanimous vote last June. 

‘The Fiba, once headed by former BAP presi- 
dent Gonzalo "Lito" Puyat, responded by banning 
the country from all international competitions, 

Lina said fling a case in the CAS is no guaran- 
tee that the Fiba suspension will be lifted in time 
for the Asian Games this December. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Poker main event moved. 
THE MAIN EVENT OF THE PHILIPPINE POKER. 
Tour (PPT) Milion-Peso Hold'em Philippine — 71 
Championship has been moved to April 29-30. 
The new schedule was in deference to the obser- 
vance of Holy Week and in response to requests 
from players. The venue is stil the Airport Casino. 
Filipino Theater їп Parañaque, a premium site of 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
(Pagcor) headed by senior branch manager Ro- * 
galio JB" Bangsil. Poker Tour chair Rey Gamboa 
said the change in dates wil give participants the 
‘opportunity to hone their sls in the chase for. 
prizes amounting to P1.6 milion. Non-wager 
satelite tournaments are held weekly in various 
accredited sites. For inquiries, сай the Secretariat 
(clo Cindy) at 817-8092 or 812-0153. 


YMCA summer clinics set 
YMCA MAKATI IS OFFERING SWIMMING, BAS- 
‘ketball, tennis and martial arts clinics starting 
March 27 at No. 7 Sacred Heart St, San Antonio 
Village, Makati City. Swimming classes will be 
held in four batches: batch 1 (March 27-Aprl 7), 
batch 2 (Apri 17- 28), batch 3 (May 1-12) and 
batch 4 (May 15-26); basketball: batch 1 (March 
27-April 7), batch 2 (April 17-28), batch 3 (May 
4-12), batch 4 (May 15-26); tennis: batch 1 (April 
37-28) batch 2 (Мау 12) and batch 3 (May 15- 
26); ido (April 17-May 26), Muay-Thavkicbox- 
ing (April 17-May 26). For inquiries, call 899- 
6380 to 82, 899-6101 to 03, 899-8255. 


80 fights up at Araneta 
MORE THAN 80 FIGHTS SPICE UP THE SECOND 
leg of the Philippine Heritage Cup S-Cock Derby 
series starting at 4 p.m. today at the Araneta Coll- 
seum. Major sponsors are Gran Matador and B- 
Meg Derby Ace. The championship of the first 
leg, held Feb. 21 and 23, was shared by John. 
Reyes and Danny Най, Нау Campos and Edwin 
 Aranez, Tony Oppen, Raul Adan, Anthony Lim, 
‘Buddy Robregado, Baggay Brothers and Nono 
San Pablo. For inquiries, cal! 911-3101/292. 


GCAP derby listing today 
ENTRIES VYING IN TOMORROW'S GENTLEMEN 
‘Cockers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) 5- 
cock derby must be submited today from 2 pm- 
109 p.m. atthe San Juan Coliseum. The show- 
down of top cockfighters, sponsored by Sagu- 
pan Complexor 3000, trs t pan. tomorrow 
with 70 fights on tap. Cris Milla's Gerona entry 
topped te fourth GCAP derby recent. Forin- 
 Quiries, call 725-5369 or 725-6563. 
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Race 7- (PentvOrVn} - DodaloruMountan Езда (8), Jav 
"ior (10), The Марса (2), Ауаз Dream (3), The 
Dominator (7) 

Race B Pentar/Tr--Poonto (11). Алушта Anysher 
6) King Viow (3). Mesmenae (7) Siver Cho Cho (10) 

Race 9- (Super OJin)  Kwial (2). Kalashnikov (б), E. 
Cx (4) Brazen Truth (11), Regn Ol Fra (12) 


Patriots 
eliminate 
champion 
Tar Heels 


NEW YORK—DEFENDING CHAMPION NORTH 
Carolina suffered a shock 65-60 loss to George 
Mason University and saw its dreams of another 
title end in the second round of the NCAA Tour- 
namenton Sunday. 

Second-seeded Ohio State were also eliminat- 
ей, but top seeds Connecticut, Memphis and Vil- 
anova advanced, as did underdog Bradley. 

North Carolina (23-8), a surprise contender 
this season after losing its top seven scorers from 
last years championship team, ran out of steam 
n the second half against George Mason. 

The 1lth-seeded Patriots took control inside 
and held Tar Heels standout Tyler Hansbrough to 
10 points. 

lamar Butler scored 18 points as George Ma- 
son (25-7) overcame а 16-2 deficit in the Wash- 

+ ington Regional game at Dayton, Ohio. 

No. 7 seed Georgetown (23-9) ousted Ohio 
State, 70-52, behind Roy Hibbert’ 20 points, and 
13th seed Bradley pulled off another upset by de- 
feating fifth seeded Pittsburgh, 72-66. 

Patrick O'Bryant had 28 points for Bradley (22- 
10), which shocked Kansas in the first round. 

Marcus Wiliams had 20 points and Rudy Gay 
19 as Connecticut (29-3) squeezed past eight- 
seeded Kentucky, 87-83, in the Washington Re- 
gional at Philadelphia. 

Memphis (32-3) crushed Bucknell, 72.56 as the 
‘Tigers (32.3) won the Oakland Regional at Dallas. 

Vilanova turned back Arizona, 82-78, in the 
Minneapolis Regional. Allan Ray had 25 points 
and Randy Foye 24 for Villanova (27-4). 

Duke, the other No. 1 seed, won йз second- 
round game, defeating Georgetown, 74-61. 

Second-seeded Texas defeated North Carolina 
State, 75-54, at Dallas and sixth-seeded West Vir- 
ginia ousted Northwestern State of Louisiana, 67- 
54, at Aubum Hills, Michigan. 

‘The tournament resumes on Thursday with 16 
teams still vying for the championship. Reuters 


GEORGE Mason's Sammy Hernandez 
celebrates the Patriots’ win. a»roToMAc News 


PBL PREVIEW 


Well-rounded 
Harbour five 
now a threat 


WHENIT CAME TO WHIPPING OPPONENTS, 
Harbour Centre was as efficient and exciting 
as any other team in the league the last time 
ош. In fact, they emerged as the No. 1 scoring 
team—thanks mainly to a bevy of prolific and 
explosive scorers. 

‘With Joseph Yeo, LA Tenorio and Rob 
Reyes at the helm, the Port Masters normed 
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“THE NETS’ Vince Carter eludes the Mavs’ Erick Dampier and soars fora dunk. +e 


nu 


Nets down Mavs, 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY—RICHARD JEF- 
ferson scored 28 points, and the New Jersey Nets 
beat Dallas, 100-89, Sunday for their first victory 
over the Mavericks in six years. 

Vince Carter added 23 points for the Nets, who have won 
five in a row overall and 18 of 21 at home. Jason Kidd re- 
bounded from a pair of quiet scoring games to add 15 

g a pair of jumpers to halt Dallas’ momen- 
favs twice got within 11 early in the fourth 


T the Nets knocked 
the Mavs out of a 
share of the top 
spot in the West- 

em Conference. 
Nenad Кс 
һай 18 points and 

13 rebounds for the 

Nets, and Kidd had 

nine assists. 

Dirk Nowitzki tied 
his season high with 37 
points for Dallas. 

In other games, the 


k @ 


-end losing spell. 


Cleveland Cavaliers nipped the Los Angeles Lakers, 96-95; 
the Washington Wizards blasted the Chicago Buls, 113- 
104; the Minnesota Timberwolves downed the Sacramento 
Kings, 95-89; the Golden State Warriors routed the Philadel- 
phia 76ers, 98-89; the Boston Celtics clobbered the Indiana 
Pacers, 103-88; the Memphis Grizzlies repulsed the Utah 
Jazz, 90-84; the Atlanta Hawks nipped the Orlando Magicin 
overtime, 108-107; and the Miami Heat thrashed the New 
York Knicks, 111-100. 

n Cleveland, Flip Murray hit a free throw with 3.4 sec- 
conds left and scored 14 of his 21 points in the fourth quarter 
tolead the Cavaliers. 

The Lakers had one last chance to win, but Kobe Bryant's 
3-pointer балей off the back of the rim as time expired. 
Bryant finished with 38 points. e 

LeBron James led Cleveland with 29 points, eight re- 
bounds and seven assists, and Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 25 
points and seven rebounds. 

їп Washington, Gilbert Arenas had 29 points and seven 
assists, and Antonio Daniels scored a season-high 21 on his 
31st birthday for the Wizards. 

Caron Butler scored 25 points, and Antawn Jamison һай 
23, giving the Wizards four 20-point scorers in a game for 
the first time since Nov 25 at Detroit. 

Ben Gordon led Chicago with 20 points. 

In Minneapolis, Kevin Gamett scored a season-high 37 
points to help Minnesota snap a seven-game losing streak. 

"Trenton Hassell had 12 points for Minnesota. 

© NBA gare on Soar Spots 

920a m—Los Angeles Cippers vs Houston Rockets (replay at 8 pn) 


Federer pauses, then rolls over Blake 


INDIAN WELLS, CALIFORNIA—ROGER FED- 


erer thought James Blake's play early in their 
match looked familiar. 

“Не played aggressively took the ball early put 
away his forehands when he could, didnt miss 
оп the backhand, made me run around,” Federer 
said. "Thats usually what I do. He gave mea little 
bit of my own medicine.” 

Only a small dose, as it tumed out. 


63, 6-0 Sunday for an unprecedented third con- 
secutive Pacific Life Open championship. 

“He really got the better of me in the begin- 
ning, so I had to react and not panic,” Federer 
said. “I did a good job there. 

The championship signaled that Federer is 
back in top form following his lone loss of the 
year, to Rafael Nadal in Dubai this month. With 
the ttle, Federer kept intact his record of having 


top 10 for the first time when the rankings соте 
‘out this week, said Federer simply turned it on af- 
ter he fell behind. He was smiling when the 
match ended and shook Federer's hand. 

Federer won for the 25th time in his 36 tour- 
naments dating to the start of 2004, He is 22-1 
this year and his three titles include the Aus- 
tralian Open, his seventh Grand Slam tide. 

Maria Sharapova won the Indian Wells wom- 


After falling behind 4-1 in the opening set, 


top-ranked Federer came back to beat Blake 7-5, FEDERER: Too good 


the 


never lost finals in consecutive tournaments. 
Blake, No. 14 and assured of moving into the 


Pampling wins; Owen gives it away | 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA—AUSTRALIAN ROD 
Pampling thought he had thrown away the. 
Bay Hill Invitational. Greg Owen gave it 
right back Sunday by missing two putts in- 
side 3 feet. 

Pampling closed with an evene par 72 for 
а one-shot victory over Owen, prevailing 
over the final two holes after stating the 
day witha four-shot lead. 

"Trying to win his first US PGA Tour 
event, Owen took the lead by a stroke by 
getting up-and-down from the bunker for 


pling bogeyed the 17th, Owen was ahead 
by two shots, and faced а 3-foot par putt. 

But he pushed the putt so badly it never 
touched the hole, and then he missed the 
2-footer to fall back into a tie for the lead. 

"I was one of those silly mistakes ГЇ be 
remembered for," Owen said. 

Оп the 16th, Owen hit a remarkable 
shot from the bunker with his feet above 
the ball to 12 feet, needing that par putt to 
force a playoff. Instead, the ball lipped out 
fora bogey to give him a 69 and leave him 


Owen dropped his putter and tumed 
away, covering his face with both hands. 

Pampling, a winner for the second time 
оп the US tour, was equally stunned. The 
36-year-old let everyone into the tourna- 
ment by hitting his tee shot on the 13th 
hole into the backyard of a couse-side 
home and made double bogey. 

Darren Clarke never got loser than two 
shots of the lead, closed with а 70 and 
wound up alone in third. Robert Allenby 
finished fourth with а 69. Tiger Woods 


en's ttle Sarurday witha 6-1, 6-2 victory over Ele- 
na Dementieva. AP 


a birdie on the par-5 16th. And when Pam- 


alone in second place. 


dosed with a 72 to finish 10 shots behind. 


BRITAIN'S Greg Owen covers his face 
after missing his par putt on No. 18. 3 


} Japan-Cuba matchup 
a Classic showdown 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA—SO 
much for US Major League Baseball 
players being the best in the world. 
‘The two teams playing Monday 
night for the championship of the 
"World Baseball Classic, Cuba and 
Japan, havea total oftwo players on. 


"American team rosters. 


The Cubans have none, and 
Japan's Ichiro Suzuki had lite in- 
sight to offer on his opponent. 

“in terms of Cuba, I have no idea 
what to expect" the Seattle Mariners 
leadoff hitter and right fielder said. 1 


p 


to name justa few. 

‘The Cubans, with their deep 
pitching staff, have won all but two 
of their last 24 games in intemation- 
al play with one of those losses com- 
ing to Japan in the Athens Olympics. 

"The Cubans are a confident 
bunch who consider themselves 
amateurs despite their fame back 
home. They advanced with an emo- 
tional 3-1 victory over the Domini- 
сап Republic Saturday. 

Japan then avenged two earlier 
WBC losses to South Korea and won 


HARBOUR CENTRE owner Mikee Romero (center, second row) with the players and officials 
of the team for the coming 2006 PBL Unity Cup. Also in photo are (from left, same row) 
Monch Gavieres, Richard del Rosario, team manager Erick Arejola, coach Jorge Gallent, Rafa 


ап impressive 77 points а game. But when it 
came to shutting down foes, they were found 
‘wanting. 


don't know any of their names. The 
fact they've come this far shows they 


6-0 in the second semifinal. 
“1 want you to know that what 


Hopefully, not anymore, 

With new defensive muscles in the shaded 
Jane, the Port Masters should be considered 
as one of the teams to beat in the 2006 PBL 
Unity Cup which unfurls this Saturday at the 
San Andres gym in Malate. 

"Ме have no problem with our offense the 
last time but we really struggled on the defen- 
sive end. We hope we can do better this time," 
said team owner Mikee Romero. "We learned 
from our mistakes the last time, so we hope we 
can plug the holes by acquiring several players 
‘whom we feel are tailor-made for us.” 

Romero was referring to the acquisition of 
several role players led by 6-foot-5 Allan 
Gamboa, 6-foot-4 Rico Maierhofer and for- 


Dinglasan and Senen Duenas. 


mer pro Gec Chia, who are expected to pro- 
vide experience and stability to the team. 

"We like our chances this time but our suc- 
cess will all depend on my players perfor- 
‘mance. LA is determined to leave the ama- 
teur ranks asa winner so I just hope that will 
work wonders for us,” said Romero. 

‘Tenorio, who was elevated as team skipper, 
will be playing his last tournament in ће 
country's premier amateur league and he's 
likely to dish out his best to boost his stock 
when he joins the pro league this October. 

Aside from Gamboa, Maierhofer and Chia, 
a former Ateneo star, Harbour Centre coach. 
Jorge Gallent has also acquired former La 


area team with serious potential.” 
And serious credentials—last 
year’s World Cup title, the 2004 
‘Olympic championship and a victo- 
1y in the 2003 Pan American Games 


Salle star Ryan Araña and veteran guard 
Chico Lanete. 

"Gamboa, Arafia, Maierhofer, Lanete and 
Chia will surely boost our campaign this time. 


you saw today is what will continue 
to happen,” said Cuban outfielder 
‘Yoandy Garlobo. “We're prepared 
for this physically and mentally. Cu- 
ba is prepared.” АР 


Araña is a good finisher in transition while 
Lanete can also hit from the outside,” said 
Gallent. 

Harbour Centre, according to team manag- 
er Erick Arejola, has also retained the services. 
of beefy forward Jerwin Gaco; Chad Alonzo, 
Jerome Paterno, Jenkins Mesina and JA 
Coching. 

Aside from Lanete, Gallent is also counting 
on the hustle and offense of Earn Saguindel 
and Ryan Dy. 


DUBAI—DOHA HAS TURNED 
into a vast building site as it races 
against time to be ready to host 
December's Asian Games. But de- 
spite rumors of unreadiness, orga- 
nizers vow the $2.8-billion facilities 
will be set when the Games begi 
State-of-the-art sports facilities 
that include the world’s largest 
sports dome, swanky malls and a 


dren 


much-improved traffic infrastruc- 
ture are to greet the thousands of 
athletes and visitors when the qua- 
event is held, 

Meanwhile, the capital of gas- 
rich Qatar must endure the noise 
‘of non-stop construction and in- 
convenience of vast traffic jams, 
and some of the city's 750,000 
usually tranquil residents have 


Doha races against time to host Asian Games 


started to complain. 


‘And now rumors are circulating 
that the 15th Asian Games will be 
transferred to another city because 
Qatar will not be ready on Dec. 1. 
"1 don't respond to rumors, but 1 
can confirm that we will be ready 
‘on the date set to welcome” the 
games, said Ahmad al-Qahtani, 
general director of the Games or- 


ganizing committee. 

Relatively small at 11,437 
square kilometers, Qatar has 
proved itself as a pivotal hub ora 
wide range of events, but nothing 
can be compared with the enormi- 
ty ofthe Asian Games. 

"Most of the sites reserved for 
the official competition are ready.” 
Qahtani confidently said. АЕР 


(02) 984-0278179 


MEGA SALE! 


оп March 31, 2006 » Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


JASON, YOUR 308 
TODAY (6 To CLEAN 
THE BASEMENT. 


BG 


PAIGE, YOUR 208 5 
To CLEAN THE STUFF 
JASON MISSES. 


2 


PETER, YOUR 208 i$ To 
CLEAN THE STUFF PAIGE 
AND JASON BOTH MISS. 


GALIT KA PALA 
SA MEDIA? 


(7 HIND, Lawe [те MILITAR 
Ако IN 


00, PERD., 


I CAN'T GO ON A PLAYDATE 
WITH CAILIN. MY HEART 
BELONGS TO CHRISSY 


UMAT IF CHRISSN FINDS 
OUT AND THINKS TM 
TWo-TIMING HER? 


BY TOMARMSTRONG 


TECHNICALLY, Í DONT 
THINK YOU CAN“ TWO- 
TIME" SOMEONE YOU 
HAVEN'T PREVIOUSLY 
tone Teo" 


You LISTEN wa] 
Ap NOT ME? 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


BUKOD GA BLOG E NAKA 
PAS- CHAT AKD дт бома NA, 
RIN AKO СА PIGSTER «« 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


OH, DON’+ Be So NEGATIVE 
With THese KiTes we 
CAN бет THE NeCessARH 


Hey! Look4, T 
FouND kites! 


TAKE HIS StRING 
AND Get READY 
to Have FUN! 


H'S Too HUMID 
To HAVe FUN. 


LIFE 
15 
‘SHORT. 
SHORTER 
FOR 
OTHERS 


= 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're a curious combination of dreamer and realist. You are bold and direct, yet romantic and 
тете creative. Your complexities confuse those who do not understand you. You have excellent organizational 


and increased opportuni- 


Skis combined with leadership qualities. The year ahead promises romance, enjoyment 
ARIES (March 21 to 
e April 19): Do something 
amd you want to learn 
something new. Give yourself this 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Friends from 
the. past are in touch 
opportunity го reconsid- 
er joining a group. (This is а good 


ties to socialize with others. Make the most of it, and enjoy yourself! 
ош of the ordinary to- 

chance. Talk to people from differ- 
with you once again 

day to borrow something if you need 


‘O'Donnel, actress; Rani Mukherjee, Bollywood star. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You're enter- 
img а popular month 
ahead! Contacts with 
bosses and authority fig- 

ures from your past are likely now. 

Conversations with partners are sig- 


nificant today. 
the next few weeks be- 


cause the Sun is at the 


top of your chart. Use today to get 
better organized. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): People defi- 
піду notice you now. 
This will continue for 


ama LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): Today the Moon is. 

in Sagittarius, and this 

fits nicely with your 

Leo Sun. Set aside 

some time to play and parry! Enjoy 
pleasant times with children as wel 
Ө just for yourself. You've 
got something impor- 


tant to do. Discussions with parents 
and family members are significant. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You need a 
little bit of private time 


MIKROKOSMOS 


ANG Ніша MANIRA Ne KAYA BINIGYAN о, NAPAHALAGA- 
NAMIN SIYANG 

GARDEN TOOLS 
PARA -MATUTONG 
MAG TANI 


HALAMAN NI BUNSOY- 
SINISIPA, PINUPUNIT: 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


NEAYON , NILILIBING 


шаа МАМАМ NIYA! 


NIYA ANG MEA 
HALAMAN? 


но! PA 
RIN- 


BY DANIELSHELTON 


н YES.. THE 
CLASSIC MOMMY'S 
ТАР? 


Birthdate of: Gary Oldman, actor; Rosie 
day! You want adventure 
ent cultures, 
You might also have the 
i) 


today. 


lings fill your time. You 


want to talk about someone who is 


lose to you. 
shop. You have in- 


creased energy now be- 


cause you want to get better orga- 
nized. (Make hay while the sun 
shines! 


% 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This is a busy dayl 
Short trips, errands and 
conversations with sib- 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
1 Be infront 
5 Melvil's 
сарап 
9 Ferber and 
Best 
44 Sax pe. 
15 Cable 
^16 French. 
pancake 
117 по steam? 
19 Downgrade 
20 Not connected 
21 Englands 
Seven Years’ 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Stay on top of 
your finances today This 
is also a good day to 


War acquistion 
za Ro 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): The Moon 
isin your sign today and 
this brings you extra 
good luck Nevertheless, 
опт bet the farm. Dis- 
cussions with family members about 
past business are important now. 

Bitte matters related to children. 
ў Wil help you. You have 
private things you need 


to think about. 


34 Aesop's loser 

35 Corset cord 

36 Swabble's 
wave 

37 Gray wolves 

38 Goes wong 

39 Uke Nestor 

40 EMs _ 
Presley 

41 Burk 

42 Ore off the 
Wagon. 

43 Add water 

45 Stackable 
snacks 

47 Unbroken 

52 Inhabitat of. 
ancent Crete 

54 Summit 

56 John Jacob or 
May 

57 Carolina 

© smoked 
erroe? 

50 Takes by theft 

58. mater 

® Stately display 

61 Sound 

en 
во Dog ured 
63 Fair 


L 
By Robert H. Wolfe 
North Woodmere, NY CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Try to get a 
little time to be by your- 
self today. This solitude 


H 


4 Andres, the 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
М Feb, 18) А female 
riend needs your atten- 

tion now. Be open to dis- 

cussions with others. 

Siblings and relatives also want 
more ОГ your time. Just go with the 
© from your past back into 
your life. Talk to parents 


and bosses about financial matters 
today. 


1 New Jr 
haven? m 

12 Copied 

13 Bood pars 

18 Susan 

Zi Rennet uris 

Bügrarce 

25 Maiore. 
потопа 

26 Bars pan 

за but coor 

29 Ой armate 

Ж Аун 

БЕ 

32 Massichusets 
теу ноди? 

32 Look and soo 

35 eux бошу 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Retrograde 
Mercury continues to 
bring all kinds of people 


DOWN 

1 Drink Ike a cat 

2 Actress 
Verdugo 

3 Coral reel 


PRE EXCUSE LANG 
на. EASY KA LANG- 


ко Pumanaw NA- 
p masa mae KASI 
PARATI АИ HUI. 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


KUNG BAWAL MAG— 
CRITICIZE SA GOBYERNO 
DPHIL MAPASRIENTANGAN 
KANG OMUNISTA 
INCITING To SEDI 


m 


AMERI 


Мы, ELBE KA NOMON! 
LOWEST ATION. NAs 
POW FOUR FI 


( 


(C (oam > 
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‘No, I didn’t? 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“I WOULDN'T YELL AT ANYONE JUST BE- 
cause 1 got booted out of a game show. My 
parents did not raise me to behave that 
way" 

Actress and commercial model Bianca 
Xing was reacting to tabloid news that she. 
screamed at the studio audience and 
walked out of the set of QTV's game show 
"Now Na." 

Bianca said she found it odd that the 
news surfaced only recently, when the sup- ^ 
posed "Now Na" episode was taped two 
months ago. Reports published two weeks 
ago said the actress got irked when the stu- 
dio audience chose her from among four 
contestants to get the boot. 

“Tm not mataray,” Bianca told INQUIRER 
Entertainment in a phone interview on Fri- 


мо/а22. m 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


EFORE WE CAN SELL 
our movies abroad, 
Filipino producers 

should change the work 
system in the film industry. 

This is the opinion of Ма. Azuce- 
na "Manay Ichu” Maceda, outgoing 
chair of the International Film Fes- 
tival Committee (Iffcom). 

“For instance,” Maceda told IN- 
quinen Entertainment, "à foreign 
buyer normally asks a local produc- 
er for two or three separate sound 
tracks—for the dialogue and music 
and/or effects. Most local films’ di- 


How to sell 
our movies abroad 


alogue is recorded on one side [of 
the sound negative] and on the 
other, the music. How can you sell 
if the product is defective?” 


Stillin mono 

Tony Gloria, president of Unitel 
Pictures, confirmed this. “Foreign 
distributors require — separate 
tracks so they can dub Tagalog 
films in their own language." 

“If the dialogue and music/ef- 
fects tracks are combined, you lose 
the music and effects when you re- 
dub the dialogue,” said Dodie Lu- 
cas, managing director of the post- 
production firm Roadrunner: 

“Sound technology has grown by 


nm 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


INQUIRER 
EXCLUSIVE 


leaps and bounds,” Maceda noted, 
“put most local movies are still in 
mono.” 

Lucas explained that the prob- 
lem was economic. "It's difficult 
to be a producer in the Philip- 
pines," Lucas said. "My hats off to 
Regal and Star Cinema for contin- 
uing to produce films against all 
odds." 

He explained that numerous pre- 
requisites for a local producer to 
sell abroad—from securing copy- 
right permits to acquiring mint 
masters—all require money. 

‘Also, technological improve- 


How) A22 


Ties that bind 
Piolo and mom 


By Nini Valera. 


AMELIA PASCUAL TENDS TO 
chat up every pretty gir she 
meets, and then drags her 
youngest son J to meet her. 

“IFI could, 1 would be distribut- 
їп copies of my son's bio-data in 
the United States—one for every 
potential girlfriend," said Amy 
“That's how much I want to see 
him get married. 1 even talk to 
flight attendants and get them in- 
terested in meeting my son.” 

People might think Amy crazy 
for playing cupid to her son, who 
happens to be heartthrob Piolo 
Pascual. Jis her pet name for him. 

"Thats the irony" she said. 
“He's Piolo Pascual—you'd think 
he could get any girl he fancied, 
But that’s not the case. He does 


not want just any gir.” 

Piolo was amused at his mom's 
declarations to Inquinen Entertain- 
ment in an interview last week. 
Amy s based in the US. 

Earlier, Piolo, who turned 29 
last January, admitted that he was 
looking for а girl to settle down 
with, He thought it could be Toni 
Gonzaga. 

“ [But] I'd like her to develop as 
herself first .. then well see,” the 
actor said. 

A few years back, Pops Fernan- 
dez admitted she was dating him. 

Tes a tough act for a girl to get 
into the groove with Piolo—even 
tougher when you bring Mom 
‘Amy into the equation, 

“He still sleeps in my bed when 
we're together,” revealed Amy. 
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CINEMAS 


HOSTEL 
1050. 105,320 
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PROMENADE 
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PROMENADE OREENMILLS 


FOR INQUIRES у RESERVATION, PLS САЦ 721-6726 OR 721-0635 


POWER PLANT 


с N Е М А 

parm 
4 T4. No: онаша Some 
SESREHERESNE 


Rockwell Center, Makati City 
BREHEREENHE 
casanova 


10250, 
Tigao 
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60515,1025 
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paga noster 


[33 
uu 145355805815 


VFORVENDETTA 
Rig. 
4:80,4:40,7:30,10:20 


AES ID SCRENIG SCHEDULES SIRLECT TOE WITHOUT PRR NOTE FOR VERLATEN CALI M 


SHAGGY DOG 
| 1:20, 3:45, 6:10, 8:30, 1:00, 
[] 

V FOR VENDETTA 
19:20, 2:20, 5:20, 8:20, 1:00 
ыз 
су ЭНЕЗТНЕМАН 
А, 12:38, 3:05, 6:95, 8:05, 10:35 
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o 
74 
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Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5} Quezon City 


HOSTEL 
1:0, 4:00 6:20, 8:40, 11:00, 


For inquis ca 


687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


ROVS APE SUBIECT TO Cus TOU Pie NCE 


CETELE EIL 
э +** ** Жз ул хукук ККК 


HOSTEL 
MTRCB R18 
32.40, 200,520 


SHAGGY DOG 
їМтасв ОР, 
1220. 248, 8:10, 7.95, 10.00 LMF 


Too, a180 700. (000 Lu 
EMIERETHEATI 


6 BLOCKS/HOSTEL 


MIRCU PO-13 150.4 10 7 MTRCB Ria 770.3000 
Catch the Cineplex Special 
Enjoy first class entertainment at amazing prices! 
Starting March 20, MONDAY & TUESDAY 
special prices at P99 for cinemas 1-4 and 
Р120 for the premiere theater (without food and drinks) 
See posters and flyers for details 


SHE'S THE MAN 
MTRCB РО-13 
200,425, 8.50, 0.16 


\/ FOR VENDETTA i 
MIRCH каз 


3633-7051, юе 171 
Yor move deals 


“OPENS MARCH 29 
MTRCB 


ITRE STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


he loves he 
she loves him not. 


WORDS A GUY NEVER WANTS TO HEAR. 


ustfriends- 


“YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END." 
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Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures. 


WTS STRICTLY FOR 13v GLD AND ABOVE 


“Two THUMBS, m 


‘Riverine! А GREAT, 
Мол Fum” 


pr] 


“бирр” 


sic m 
THOUGNT-PROVOKING, 
Ae pas 


“POWERFUL 
Ано STIRRING.” 
"mu 


pem 
‘Monta Country” 15. 
Сядскине (00) 
ENTERTAINMENT THAT 
Auso Stanos OUT AS 
(Ove OF The YEAR'S Most 
Monat Moves.” 


(ROM, THE. 
J ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR 
WHALE RIDER” 


"TURIN SML. 
кашашут GEO ICONE FN ВОН 
possi =ош 


OPENS TOMORRE W 


B 


GALLERIA 


4 CASANOVA * THX 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


632.9116 


6 SHE'S THE MAN 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


2V FOR VENDETTA 
1100 145 430 715 1000 


7 ОАТЕ МОМЕ 
120 325 530 735 945 


[ `3 HOUSE OF FURY 
f- 120 330 54) 750 100 


8 BROKEBACK MOUNATIN 
130 429 710 1000 


|: 4 SHAGGY DOG 
410 320 530 740 950 


916 BLOCKS 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


SHOSTEL 
ид 110 320 530 740 950 


%4 V FOR VENDETTA 


10 THE DARK 
110 320 530 740 950 


1010 1235 340 640 950 


2 THE DARK 
16 BLOCKS 


1010 1220 230 
430 620 810 1000 


5HOSTEL 
1010 1230 250 510 730 950 


Z; 3 SHE'S THE MAN 
i00 1230 250 510 730 1000 


6 SHAGGY DOG 


1100 100 300 500 700 900 


j::4 HOUSE OF FURY 
1230 250 510 тю 950 


[4 THE DARK 
1250 250 450 650 


7 DATE MOVIE 
1040 1220 200 400 600 800 950 


5 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
100 300 600 900 


|. 2V FOR VENDETTA 
9: 120 300 600 воо 


6 SHAGGY DOG 
M25 150 415 640 905 


Д. 3 HOSTEL 
1045 205 425 845 


716 BLOCKS 
1250 250 450 650 900 


| 4DATE MOVIE 
1215 200 345 530 


8 SHE'S THE MAN 
1105 135 405 635 905 


| 2V FOR VENDETTA 
З BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


1 FEARLESS 

2V FOR VENDETTA 
3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


7 4 У FOR VENDETTA 

2 HOSTEL 

3 TIGER BLADE 
 -4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5AEON FLUX 


DASMARINAS 
1 CASANOVA 

2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
3 HOSTEL 

4V FOR VENDETTA 


4046) 8622125 
(046) 4164332. 


г (046) 875-3638. 
00) 475.8108 


1 CASANOVA 
2HOSTEL 
3 SHAGGY DOG 
4V FOR VENDETTA 
* LAST HOLIDAY 
6 TIGER BLADE. 


лм 

BACOLOD 
*1 V FOR VENDETTA 
7 2 HOSTEL 


934) 441-0463 
(034) 441-0450 


[4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
5 MURDER 
7-6 FEARLESS 


"A 
4 HOSTEL 


5 HOUSE OF FURY 


1V FOR VENDETTA 

2HOSTEL 

3 SHE'S THE MAN 

4 SHAGGY DOG 
exclusive 


SCREENING 


Robinsons Movieworld 
galleriasermita-metro east 


The Shocking Video 


that Rocked the Whole Country" 


MARCH 22 


Opens 


(943) 757-3684 
3) 3123870 


1 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
2HOSTEL 

3 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
4 AEON FLUX 


ANGELES 09522: 


1 У FOR VENDETTA 
2HOSTEL 

3 MURDER 

4AEON FLUX 


STARMILLS 


116 BLOCKS 

2HOSTEL 

3 FINAL DESTINATION 3 

4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5 CASANOVA 

6 V FOR VENDETTA 


ILOILO 


1V FOR VENDETTA 

216 BLOCKS 

З CASANOVA 

4HOSTEL 

5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
6 FEARLESS 


(045) 875-1927. 
(045) 961-8270 


(033) 336-8070. 


The Я 
Perfect Gift 


Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts fx volume purchases 
J(———M M nod 


Now 


а 


5095 OFF = 
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Ту 4 
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SM MegamaliCinema 3 
March 27, 2006 


METRO MANILA 
SM CITY FAIRVIEW _ 
1. BREAKING NEWS 
[/THE DARK 
i:cLosE TO YOU 
:16 BLOCKS 
3 FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
į FEARLESS 
У FOR VENDETTA 
ss SHAGGY DOG 
SHE'S THE MAN 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
JUNDERCLASS MAN 
1HOUSE OF FURY 


‘SM CITY MANILA 
V FOR VENDETTA 
Í SHE'S THE MAN 
=UNDERCLASS MAN 
1 FEARLESS 
E SHAGGY DOG 
i16 BLOCKS 
“BREAKING NEWS 
Í THE DARK 
? FINAL DESTINATION 3 
TBIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
Їс1О5Е TO You 
PHOUSE OF FURY 
SM CITY SOUTHMALL 
М FOR VENDETTA 
Í FEARLESS 
iSHAGGY DOG 
#16 BLOCKS 
: HOUSE OF FURY 
i SHE'S THE MAN 
UNDERCLASS MAN 
5 FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
?THE DARK 
JRESERVED. 
SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA 
V FOR VENDETTA 
1:16 BLOCKS 
j;FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
! THE DARK 


PODIUM 
этом. 


М FOR VENDETTA 
12:30 FS / 12:50 MF / 03:30. 
06:10 / 08.25 LFS 
08:50 LMF / 11:05 END 
SHAGGY DOG 
01:40 FS / 02:10 MF / 04:25 
06:401 B:15LFS 
09:00 LMF / 10-45 END 
SM MEGACINEMA 


BREAKING NEWS 
12:00Р5 / 12:30 MF 
02:30 1 04.00LFS 
04:30 LMF /08:00 END 
2 HOUSE OF FURY 


|j THE DARK 


SH CITY STI MESA 
ГУ FOR VENDETTA 
[SHAGGY DOG 
16 BLOCKS 
15НЕ'5 THE MAN 
FEARLESS 
THE DARK 
FINAL DESTINATION 3 
HOUSE OF FURY 
+ CLOSE TO YOU 
‘CASANOVA 
SM CITY BICUTAN 
1, V FOR VENDETTA 
1 CASANOVA 
3. THE DARK 
116 BLOCKS 
SI CITY SAN LALARO 
М FOR VENDETTA 
"FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
? SHAGGY DOG 
:16 BLOCKS 
1 HOUSE OF FURY 
Í SHE'S THE МАМ 


PRESENTS 


hale © 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


MARCH 24,2006 SM NORTH EDSA 
FRIDAY- 8:30 PM CINEMA 1 


|. Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-9999 


i SHAGGY DOG 
216 BLOCKS 
[-FINAL DESTINATION З 
‘CASANOVA 
ICLOSE TO YOU 
SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
М FOR VENDETTA 
! FEARLESS 
1 SHE'S THE MAN 
1 RESERVED 
£ SHAGGY DOG 
+ HOUSE OF FURY 
1 FINAL DESTINATION 3] 
: 16 BLOCKS 
SM CITY DASMARINAS 
LV FOR VENDETTA 
1:САЅАМОУА 
1:816 MOMMA'S HOUSE 
!:AEON FLUX 


SM CITY SUCAT 
SHAGGY DOG 


1 М FOR VENDETTA 
16 BLOCKS 
+ CLOSE TO YOU 


‘SM CITY PAMPANGA 

ІУ FOR VENDETTA 
;CASANOVA 

FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
:CLOSE TO YOU 
;FEARLESS 

£16 BLOCKS 


1 NEW WORLD 
1'СА$АМОМА 
J YOURS, MINE & OURS 


:V FOR VENDETTA паноа 
Ту FOR VENDETTA 
SM CITY MARILAO 


а FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
CASANOVA 1SHAGGY DOG 
‘SYRIANA SHE'S THE MAN 

16 BLOCKS Ў FEARLESS 

| YOURS, MINE & ours J? CLOSE TO YOU 

'SM CITY BATANGAS 

1, YOURS, MINE & OURS 
1 PRIME 
|). FEARLESS 
! SYRIANA 


SM CITY BACOOR 
I THE DARK 


SMEITYLUCEMA ann. 
1 FEARLESS 
EYOURS, MINE & OURS 
Jsaw 2 
2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
SM CITY MOLINO 
ГУ FOR VENDETTA 
! THE DARK 
З YOURS, MINE & OURS 
! FEARLESS 


SHCITYSHLROSA 
LAST HOLIDAY 
"FINAL DESTINATION 3 
AEON FLUX 


SM CITY CEBU 
* ic 1 Е 1 V FOR VENDETTA 
BEI, = 
aus Д =e 1 FEARLESS 
аы о {. слѕлмоуд ? FIREWALL 


ТМ FOR VENDETTA 
аА RESERVED 1 FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
T AEON FLUX 


02.00 04:30 
07: 00/0915 LFS BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
£16 BLOCKS 


09:30 LMF / 11:45 END. 
ENEWWORLD [Ii FEARLESS 

ҮМ FOR VENDETTA 
=UNDERCLASS MAN 
"RESERVED 


‘SM CITY CAGAYAN 
SYRIANA 
1 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE| 
} BLOODRAYNE 


! PINK PANTHER 
SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


С. CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
D 

#16 BLOCKS 

Т CLOSE то You 

? FEARLESS 


FILIPINOS LOVE TO DANCE. 
watch TV shows about danc] 
they now have another fine d 


telecast last March 5, and ca 
mend itto ай dance buffs. 

It has an "old" title, “Dan 
but that's the only thing dat 
the new program. It's an 
dance contest that welcome 
of dance styles. 

It also has 


tertainment value), 

Each week, eight good d. 
dance groups pre-selected d 
ditions compete in two grouj 
A winner is chosen from ea 
the two winners then comp. 
weekly finals, and one ultin 
ner is chosen, for automatic 


Ties that 


From page A2-1 


She said Piolo is the best 
child a mother could hope 
for. She raised all her six chil- 
dren on her own after her 
husband Philip died*at age 
46. She is now in her 60s. 
“The most important 
thing to us is family" Amy 
said. "Ies hard that most of us 
are in the US, and Piolo has 
his career here. But whenev- 
er he asks, I come to visit. 
The last time Piolo asked. 
was in January. Amy had just 
flown back to the US with 
her daughter Ana Carmina. 
“I didn't think he was stri- 
ous," she recalled. But Piolo 
had insisted, saying that they 
һай a deal for a TV commer- 
ial —together. 
А day after Amy’ retum 
to Manila, they posed for pic- 


How to s 


From page A2-1 


ments would entail addi 
tional expenses that most 
local producers can't'af- 
ford. 

То illustrate, Roadrun 
ner offers the latest in 
sound technology, but 
very few local produc 
tions avail of it. 

Hopefully, а stüdy will. 
be conducted to find out 
which specific coun- 
tries/markets Philippine 
movies can penetrate, 
Maceda said. "Govern 
ment can help there." 

Indeed, a road map is 


To roam i 


girl is Nicko's carbon сору. 
They hope to have a baby 
boy next, whom they'd like 
to call Peping (after Rom- 
nicks character in the orig 
“Gulong Ng Palad”). 

Tita Daria and Nicko 
share the same sentiments 
about indie films. But, Tita 
Daria said, "Some producers 
take advantage. | was 
shocked when I was offered a 
role for a talent fee of only 
P1,000. Its an insult namun 
to artists. Kung babaratin 
nila kami, its better we « 
the movie for бее, We live 
acting. 1 think we deserve to 
be given some respect, es 
cially senior stars. 


‘Moments of Love’ 

‘This summer, GMA Films 
presents a bittersweet tale ot 
timeless romance. “Mo 
ments of Love" is the capti 
vating story of two people 
caught in different ime per 


‘No, I didn’t 


day. "I could never do that 
to the audience. My pat 
ents—we're not rich poo 
ple—taught me to be te 
spectful always." 

Bianca said she has been 
helping her parents tivan 
and Suzy with home ex 
penses since she way 10 
(she was а commerial 
model at 14). "My да!» ө 
now; [don't want him to be 
working anymore. People 
think мете меой be 
cause | went to а кшм! 
school. 1 was just uchy 
And 1 can mingle with the 
rich as well as hang out 
with the poor." 

Bianca tumed 20 on 
March 18, She celebrated һу 


$|} ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
Г CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
GALLERIA 632-9116 


1 CASANOVA * THX 6 SHE'S THE МАМ 
1240 300 520 740 1000 1220 245 510 735 1000 


2 У FOR VENDETTA 
1100 145 430 7:15 1000 


7 DATE МОМЕ 
120 326 530 735 945 


1[ °з HOUSE OF FURY 
120 390 500 750 1000 


[Z 4 SHAGGY DOG 
i40 320 530 740 050 


8 BROKEBACK MOUNATIN 
v30 420 740 1000 


916 BLOCKS 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


5HOSTEL 
тй 110 320 830 740 950 


10 THE DARK 
140 320 530 740 950 


1 У FOR VENDETTA 1010 1298 340 640 950 


2 THE DARK 
16 BLOCKS 


3 SHE'S THE MAN 
1010 1230 250 5:10 730 1000 


1010 1220 230 
430 620 810 1000 


5 HOSTEL 
1040 1230 250 510 730 950 


6 SHAGGY DOG 
11.00 100 300 500 700 9:00 


1 4HOUSE OF FURY 
1230 250 510 730 8% 


7 DATE MOVIE 
1040 1220 200 400 600 800 950 | 
i cA 6823103 082-8189 


5 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
100 300 600 900 


4 THE DARK 
1250 250 450 650 900 


|, 2V FOR VENDETTA 
1200 300 600 900 


6 SHAGGY DOG 
1125 150 415 640 905 


3 HOSTEL 
i45 205 425 645 905 


716 BLOCKS 
1250 250 450 850 900 


8SHE'S THE MAN 
1105 135 405 635 905 


4DATE MOVIE 
1215 200 345 530 715 


i LE 2 a 

1 4 HOSTEL 

| 2V FOR VENDETTA 5 HOUSE OF FURY 
3 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


1FEARLESS 
2 V FOR VENDETTA 
4. 3 RESERVE 
- 4 RESERVE. 


2HOSTEL 
3 SHE'S THE MAN 
4 SHAGGY DOG. 
exclusive 
SCREENING 


Robinsons Movieworld 
galleria«ermita«metro east 


"The Shocking Video 
that Rocked the Whole Country" 


Opens MARCH 22 


4043) 787-9664 
(043) 912-5870 

1 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 

2HOSTEL 

3 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 

4 AEON FLUX 


» БАЕОМ FLUX 
DASMARINAS.. tnea ANGELES . 02:2 


1 CASANOVA 1 V FOR VENDETTA 
= 2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 2HOSTEL 


$ 3 HOSTEL 
24 V FOR VENDETTA a MURDER, 
4 AEON FLUX 


STARMILLS 


116 BLOCKS 

2HOSTEL 

3 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
4V FOR VENDETTA 4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5 LAST HOLIDAY 5 CASANOVA 


4: 6 TIGER BLADE 6V FOR VENDETTA 
BACOLOD. (ec ILOILO зоот 


1 V FOR VENDETTA 4 V FOR VENDETTA 
1; 2HosTEL 216 BLOCKS 
[2з NeW WORLD 3 CASANOVA 
4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 4 HOSTEL 
2.5 MURDER 5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
76 FEARLESS 6 FEARLESS 


The 
Perfect Gift ' 
Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts b volume purchases 


tf" 1 V FOR VENDETTA 

1 2HOSTEL 

; 3TIGER BLADE 

1 4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


1045) 875-1927 
(045) 961-8270. 


(048) 675.3638. 
040) 471-0188. 


1 CASANOVA 
2HOSTEL 
3 SHAGGY DOG 


di. 


we, 


BIG MOVIES - RIG SHOWS + BIG 


share а movie witha loved one with SM Clnama's 


5095 O0FF = 


Wat оп your and некен 29007 
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METRO MANILA 
‘SM CITY FNIRVIEW .. 

!iBREAKING NEWS 

THE DARK 

|j CLOSE ТО vou 

#16 BLOCKS 

i FINAL DESTINATION 3 

į FEARLESS 

ŽV FOR VENDETTA 

SHAGGY DOG 

Ë SHE'S THE MAN 

iBIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 

JUNDERCLASS MAN 

1HOUSE OF FURY 


SM CITY MANILA 
V FOR VENDETTA 
Ì SHE'S THE MAN 
UNDERCLASS MAN 
FEARLESS 
S SHAGGY DOG 
i16 BLOCKS 
"BREAKING NEWS 
ЎТНЕ DARK 
3;FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
{CLOSE ro vou 
iHOUSE OF FURY 
ЗМ CITY SOUTHMALL 
ТУ FOR VENDETTA 
‘FEARLESS 
Í SHAGGY DOG 
516 BLOCKS 
1 HOUSE OF FURY 
* SHE'S THE MAN 
UNDERCLASS MAN 
{FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
}ТНЕ DARK 
RESERVED 
SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA 
V FOR VENDETTA 
6 BLOCKS 
j, FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
! THE DARK 


SM CITY SUCAT 
SHAGGY DOG 
i; V FOR VENDETTA 
1 16 BLOCKS 
4 CLOSE TO YOU 


EPRA IA 
V FOR VENDETTA 
12:30 FS / 12:50 MF /03:30 
06:10 | 08:25 LFS 
08:50 LMF / 11:08 END 
SHAGGY DOG 
01:40 FS / 02:10 MF / 04:25 
06:40 1 B:15LFS 
09:00 LMF / 10:45 END 


SM MEGACINEMA 


| BREAKING NEWS 
1200FS / 12:30 MF 


02:30 / 04 O0LFS. 
04:30 СМЕ / 06:00 END. 
|; HOUSE OF FURY 
THE DARK 
: RENOVATION 
|| THE DARK 
5 SHE'S THE MAN 
` FEARLESS 
li SHAGGY DOG 
: 16 BLOCKS 
FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
| CASANOVA 
CLOSE TO YOU 
‘SM CITY NORTHEDSA ». 
1М FOR VENDETTA 
1 FEARLESS 
1 SHE'S THE MAN 
1 RESERVED 
HAGGY DOG 
JOUSE OF FURY 
? FINAL DESTINATION 3 
6 BLOCKS 
‘SM CITY DASMARINAS 
i V FOR VENDETTA 
liCASANOVA 
J BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE! 


1:AEON FLUX 


SM CITY STA. MESA 

М FOR VENDETTA 
I SHAGGY DOG 
116 BLOCKS 
!SHE'S THE MAN 
$ FEARLESS 
i THE DARK 
"FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
Ï HOUSE OF FURY 
2 CLOSE TO YOU 
CASANOVA 


SM CITY BICUTAN 
V FOR VENDETTA 

1 CASANOVA 

J THE DARK 

116 BLOCKS 


‘SM GITY SAN LAZARO 
V FOR VENDETTA 
T FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
ЇЅНАССҮ DOG 
!16 BLOCKS 
Í HOUSE OF FURY 
Í SHE'S THE MAN 


PRESENTS 


hale 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


MARCH 24,2006 SM NORTH EDSA 
FRIDAY» 8:30 PM CINEMA 1 


М, Tickets avaitable at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-0999 


SM CITY BAGUIO. 
L NEW WORLD 
ÜCASANOVA 
} YOURS, MINE & OURS 
У FOR VENDETTA 

— . SM CITY MARILAO 
‘CASANOVA 
SYRIANA 
116 BLOCKS 
 YOURS, MINE & OURS 

SMCITYRATANGAS =, 

LYOURS, MINE & OURS 
1 PRIME 
|;FEARLESS 
* SYRIANA 


ЗМ CITY PAMPANGA 

V FOR VENDETTA 
CASANOVA 

FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
CLOSE TO YOU 

j FEARLESS 
#16 BLOCKS 


SM CITY BACOOR 
|: THE DARK 
116 BLOCKS 
XV FOR VENDETTA 
4 FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
S SHAGGY DOG 
f SHE'S THE MAN 
T FEARLESS 
i CLOSE TO You 


кт 
LAST HOLIDAY 
"FINAL DESTINATION З 
Ì AEON FLUX 
+V FOR VENDETTA 


SWGITYLUCEMA 
|FEARLESS 
1YOURS, MINE & OURS 
JSAW 2 
{BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE) 

SM CITY MOLINO 

LV FOR VENDETTA 
! THE DARK 
1 YOURS, MINE & OURS 
{FEARLESS 


‘SM CITY CEBU 


1 FEARLESS 
11 SOF S/ 


LV FOR VENDETTA 
lFEARLESS 

IFIREWALL 

! FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
f AEON FLUX 


116 BLOCKS 


‘SM CITY CAGAYAN 
VSYRIANA 
1 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE] 
1 BLOODRAYNE 


1 PINK PANTHER 
‘SCHEDULES ME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


ЖЕТТ] 
I,CASANOVA 
RESERVED 
7. BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 

FEARLESS 

V FOR VENDETTA 
i UNDERCLASS MAN 
"RESERVED 
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FILIPINOS LOVE TO DANCE. 
watch TV shows about danej 
they now have another fine d 
gram to view, Sundays at 10. 
АВС-5. We watched the: shy 
telecast last March 5, and ca 
i e buffs. 
title, “Dand 


the new program. It’s an 
dance contest that welcome; 
of dance styles 

К ako has 


tertainment value). 

Each week, eight good d 
dance groups pre-selected di 
ditions compete in two grour 
A winner is chosen from еа Ш 
the two winners then comp. 
weekly finals, and one ultin 
mer is chosen, for automatic 


Ties that 


From page A2-1 


She said Piolo is the best 
child a mother could hope 
for She raised all her six chil 
dren on her own after her 
husband Philip died-at age 
46. She is now in her 60s. 
“The most important 
thing to us is family” Amy 
said, "Ies hard that most of us 
are in the US, and Piolo has 
his career here. But whenev- 
'er he asks, I come to visit. 
‘The last time Piolo asked 
was in January Amy had just 
flown back to the US with 
her daughter Ana Carmina 
“I didn't think he was ser 
ous,” she recalled. But Piolo 
had insisted, saying that they 
had a deal for a TV commer- 
cial—together. 
А day after Ату retum 
to Manila, they posed for pic- 


How to $ 


From page A2-1 


ments would entail addi- 
tional expenses that most 
local producers can't'af 
ford. 

To illustrate, Roadrun- 
mer offers the latest in 
sound technology but 
very few local produc- 
tions avail of it. 

“Hopefully, a study will 
be conducted to find out 
which specific coun: 
tries/markets Philippine 
movies can penetrate, M 
Maceda said. “Govern 
ment can help there.” 

Indeed, a road map is 


To roam i 


girl is Nicko's carbon copy. 
They hope to have a baby 
boy next, whom they like 
to call Peping (after Rom- 
nicks character in the orig 
“Gulong Ng Palad”). 

Tita Daria and Nicko 
share the same sentiments 
about indie films. But, Tita 
Daria said, “Some producers 
take advantage. 1 was 
shocked when I was offered a 
role for a talent fee of only 
P1,000. Its an insult namun 
to artists. Kung babaratin | 
nila kami, its better we do 
the movie for бее, We love 
acting. I think we deserve to 
be given some respect, «spe 
cially senior stars.” 


*Moments of Love" 

‘This summer, GMA Films 
presents a bittersweet tile of 
timeless romance. “Mo. 
ments of Love” is the capti- 
vating story of two peuple 
caught in different time pert 


*No, I didn't 


day. “I could never do that 
to the audience. My par 
ents—we're not rich рео 
ple—taught me to be re 
spectful always." 

Bianca said she has been 
helping her parents Brv: 
and Suzy with home ex 
penses since she was 16 
(she was а commercial 
model at 14). "My dad's 60 
now; I don't want him w be 
working anymore. People 
think we're well-olt be. 
cause 1 went to a good 
school. | was just lucky 
And 1 can mingle with the 
rich as well as hang out 
with the poor." 

Bianca tumed 20 on 
March 18. She celebrates! by 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ENTERTAINMENT 
‘Dance Fever’ sizzles on ABC-5 


1y because most of the contestants did 
competent work. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21,2006 nom 


#1 MOVIE OF THE WEEK! 
EDGE OF YOUR SEAT ACTION FROM START TO END. 
ns 


here on in, so wel keep you posted. 


Better stil, watch the show your- 3 New York Cop ard is witness, 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor M Jl à 

"Té Кб, 
От — i 
in the dance contest's finals. 

"What makes "Dance Fever" emi- 
nently viewable and exciting is the 
high level of dancing exhibited by 
most of its contestants. The diversity 
in their dancing styles is also impres- 
sive. 

‘We like the fact that the jurors don’t 
sadistically cut up the contestants with 
inordinately harsh comments. In- 
stead, they share truly helpful notes 
that show the contestants how to im- 
prove their, ‘performances. 

Last March 5, however, most of the 
jurors comments were complimenta- 


Pu | 
PIOLO Pascual with his 
mom Amelia 


tures for Selecta Ice Cream 
ads and also did a TV com- 
mercial. The camerashy 
Ату cringed with each take. 
Even зо, Piolo declared, 
“My mother isa natural.” 


ell... 


needed to help local pro- 
ducers locate buyers. 

Gloria agreed: “Film 
festivals are important 
because that’s where our 
movies will win awards 
and get good reviews 
from foreign critics, but 
we also have to be pre- 
sent in film markets 
where movies are bought 
and sold.” 

Inthe past, Unitel has set 
ир booths at the Cannes 
and American Film Mar- 
kets. For the first time this 
year, is present at the 
Hong Kong Filmart, ongo- 
ing until March 23. 


The winner in the first group was 
‘All That, a four-man tap dancing team 
that garnered raves from the jurors. In 
the second group, the victor was a 
male-female salsa team that pulled off 
ап amazingly difficult routine with 
great skill and panache. 

Which one would the judges tap as 
the week's champion? It was a really 
tough choice. 

їп fact, we hoped that the jurors 
would declare a tie, because the two 
teams were both so outstanding. 
However, they chose to go for All That. 
But the salsa duo still has a chance to 
enter the finals, by way of the shows 
"wild card" option. 

The shows first batch of contes- 
tants was so good that we wonder if it 
can keep up this high level of competi- 
tion from week to week. Welll be 
watching the show regularly from 


selves, so it can work its dance magic 
оп you, as well. 


“Tuloy Pa Rin ang Awit’ 

JOLINA Magdangal is back with her 
Second album for GMA Records, aptiy 
titled "Tuloy Pa Rin ang Awit.” The al- 
bum is greatly influenced by new col- 
laborators and producers, but the 
tracks were chosen by Jolina herself, a 
first for her. 

"The tile track is the theme of the 
Asianovela “Beautiful Days.” For its 
part, the carrier single, "Maybe Its 
You," is the theme of another Asianov- 
ela, "My Name Is Kim Sam" soon. 

Other tracks include "Better Off 
This Way" “Gusto,” “Akin,” "ou Be- 
long To My Heart,” "Nagmamahal Ka 
Na” and "Whenever You Call.” The al- 
bum also indudes a bonus music 
video of "Maybe It's You." 


n MANILA! 


ARE YOU REALLY 
WHO YOU ARE? 


ere Frompage A24 
ods. By a mysterious twist of 
fate, Divina (Iza Calzado) 
who lives in 1957 and Marco 
(Dingdong Dantes) who 
lives in the present, meet 
and fall in love. The movie 
will also be released interna- 
tionally. 

‘When it comes to l'amour 
we don't remember days but 
‘moments. Moments we can 
no longer relive yet try to re- 
capture. Let the movie say 
the rest. 


Bolton in Manila! 

Grammy award winner 
Michael Bolton is coming to 
Manila for a one-night only 
concert on March 29 at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum! 1 wonder 
ifhe will bring along his 

ladylove Nicolette Sheri- 
dan (Desperate House- 
wives")? 

Call 911-5555. 

(EMail wateringhole- 
shangrila@yahoo.com.) 


й 
From page А2-1 


joining Ruffa Gutierrez and 
other show biz celebrities in 
a fund-raiser for the sur- 
vivors of the recent killer 
mudslide in Southern Leyte. 
Ruffa had organized the day- 
long "Celebrity Tiangge for 
Leyte” at the Market! Mar- 
ket! in Taguig City. 

On the same day, Bianca. 
also took the entrance ex- 
am for an arts management 
college course. “I'm setting 
my priorities— Гт going 
back to school. But I'm not 
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OPENS TOMORROW 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
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entirely leaving show biz." 
Bianca was last seen in 
"Mulawin, The Movie." 
Starting March 26, she will 
be on the teen program 
"Love to Love,” season 10. 


need 
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To roam in Rome 


STAR FOR ALL SEASONS VILMA SANTOS IS 
еп route to Rome with her hubby Senator Ralph 
Recto. They were invited to attend the ordina- 
tion of Cardinal Rosales. The couple plan to ex- 
tend their stay and spend Holy Week in the Vati- 
can. 1 teased Ate Vi: "So its gonna be your nth 
honeymoon with Ralph?" She giggled, “Pwede 
тї!” kt wil surely be Rome sweet Rome for 
them! 


Pinoy Big Mother 

Heard that ex-housemate Franzen Fajardo 
had the audacity to ask for talent fee when he 
was requested to attend the wake of one of the 
Ultra tragedy victims. He denied this, but his 
mom confirmed it. Is it true there's a gap be- 
tween mother and son? Insiders claim that since 
Franzen became popular after “Pinoy Big 
Brother,” he hasn't been giving his mom a fair 
share of his earnings. That's why the mom has 
been squealing on him. Since PBB is a reality 


Doiy 


[Woon 


Dolly Ann 


Carvajal 


show, 1 am confused: Is Franzen's behavior а 
case of life imitating art or art imitating life? 

Guess who this mother of a separated actress 
is! She laments, “I shouldn't have introduced 
my daughter to a band member who's her 
boyfriend now. At her age, she deserves some- 
body more stable.” Show Ыш watchers insist 
that the actress herself is not exactly stable, es- 
pecially in the emotional/mental department. 
When she harps about her failed marriage on 
‘TV its like she's delivering a soliloquy. It seems 
that, for her, love is not the answer but the one 
always in question. 

CLUE: The actress’ ex husband isin show biz, 
шо. 


Delightful couple 

Thad a blast hanging out with Romnick Sar- 
menta and Harlene Bautista at their cool, laid- 
back Kafebaresto (40-A T. Gener St. cor. Ka- 


muning Rd. QC). I couldn't have enough of their 
liempo with mango- 
peanut sauce and Bis- 
tek Bautista. With me 
were Daria Ramirez, 
her daughter Chenee 
and my fave fashion- 
ista, Tita Bebot San- 
tos (stars flock to her 
shop, Kolorete, at 67 
Timog Arcade Scout 
Тоо St. for signa- 
ture items without the 
pricey tags). While 
Nicko manned the 
bar downstairs, Har- 
lene put their four- 
month old baby gir to 
sleep. What a delight 
to see a show biz cou- 
ple conducting both 
their business and 
parenting chores 
hands-on! Their 
amazing love story is 
something I never get 
tired of listening to. 
After many twist and 
tums, they found 
their way back to 
each other. 

Harlene said, 
beaming, “We never 
really split up. Cir- 
cumstances just kept 
us арап. Imagine, 
weve been together 
20 years!” Their baby 
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BAND EXPLOSION 2006 | MICHAEL BOLION LIVE IN MANILA 


MARCH 24, FRIDAY 8 pm MARCH 29. WEDNESDAY 8 pm. 
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At the Activity Center 


Customer Service text hotine: 0917 6095900 Alabang Town Center 842 2782; rom 10am to Bpm 
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Groenbel-752 4853: from 11am o 12mn Market! Market! -886 7519 
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BPI installment Madness Anson's Emporium Exhibit 
‘March 15-31, 2006 March 12 31, 2006 
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Makati Auto Car Show 
March 17 to 18, 2006 
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Belle Dancing Showdown 
March 18, 2006 


SHE'S THE MAN 2 V FOR VENDETTA 


Double Midnight Madness Sale 


HOSTEL February 17 to 19, 2006 
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4 снЕАРЕКВҮ Reperiory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA, 
THE DOZEN 2 at REP's Globe Theater - March 24, 25, 28. 31. April 1.2, 7, 8,8 


i E For inquiries, pis, сай 887-0710 
2 HOSTEL 
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V FOR VENDETTA 
Come & view the 20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 
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Shop їп Ayala Molis using your BPI Express Credit Card 
tor а chance te win о Nissan Patrol 4x4 in the Grand Draw 
à ‘ond fobulous prizes in the Monthly Draws. 
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Ratio to banks’ total exposure eased to 19.4% in’05 


NQUIRER MONITOR By Doris C. Dumlao CURRENCIES 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
Figures that matter in our nation's life BAD CREDIT CARD LOANS, AS 
Foreign debt share in total government debt falling reported by Philippine banks, 
(2001-2005, in trillion pesos) dropped to 19.4 percent of total 


AS OF END-DECEMBER 2005, the government's foreign debt stood plastic-based ^ lending at 
_at P1.72 trillion. This was 44 percent of the national government's £ 

total outstanding debt,the lowest percentage of foreign debt in five end-2005 from 21 percent a 

years. year ago, the Bangko Sentral ng 


Pilipinas reported yesterday. SUDDEN 


Tn real terms, the banking system's total past. ee 
due credit card receivables amounted to about STOCK MARKET 
P16 billion—10.4 percent higher than the pre- 
vious year But the increase was offset by the Shares close PSE COMPOSITE INDEX. 
19.6-percent growth in total plastic-based lend- i MARCH 
E T P828 Боп at end-2005, еште па 061% higher 
lower soured loans ratio to total creditcardloan SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY 
exposureofbanks. | rose 0.61 percent to close t 

Credit card lending accounted for 4.7 per- the year's high as investors 
cent of the banks’ total loan portfolio in 2005 turned more confident on the 
versus the 4-percent ratio of the previous improvement in the budget 
year. About 68.2 percent of credit card receiv- deficit, dealers said. 
ables were held by universal and commercial SHARES/B2 бее stock market report on Page B3) 
banks, while their subsidiary credit card com- 
panies accounted for 28.2 percent. 

"he remaining 36 percent was held by WHAT'S INSIDE 
Е thrift banks. " 
Broren "d Domestic lo, the banks’ past due auto loans GS New rules won't 

à 


dropped to 5 percent of total loans for vehicle. shut down thrift 
acquisišion at епё-2005 from the pecet Changing the index banks, BSP E 
, 


ratio posted a year ago. 
/B2 /B5 


Kate Pedroso PDI Research Although past due auto loans rose by22 per, to free float 
At the market, foreign ) 
> " www.emirates.com. 
buying up 143% in Feb 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez headlines, average weekly for- 
eign buying fell to the P800-mil- 
FOREIGN BUYING AT THE lionlevel,Lim pointed out. 
stock market soared 143 percent “Из worth noting, however, 
to P35 billion in February from that foreign buying exceeded for- 
P14.4 billion in January, the eign selling in all the weeks of 
Philippine Stock Exchangesaidin February, including the tense 
a statement yesterday. third and fourth weeks" he 
But news of coup plots against added. 
the Arroyo administration also Рог February alone, net foreign 
hurt foreign sentiment in the first buying increased almost five 
two months as net foreign buy- times to P10 billion from P2 bil- 
ing—or the total buying minus lion in January. 
selling by foreign clients—fell6.9 “The facts speak for them- 
percent to P12.79 billion, lower selves,” Lim said. “The local 
than the year-ago level of P13.74 stock market still enjoys the con- 
billion fidence of foreign investors de- 
“This information goes to show spite an (aborted) military coup 
that the reports of a coup still af- іп February.” 
fected foreign investors,” PSE Lim added that the in- 
president Francis Lim yesterday creased foreign buying is “a 
said. vote of confidence” on the 
‘The PSE noted that from Feb.6 country’s strong economic 
to Feb. 17, average weekly for- foundation. 
eign buying hovered above the — "Ibelieve foreign investors’ en- 
P25-billion mark from a little thusiasm in the local stock mar- 
over P800 million in the first ket will increase, if we can find a 
week of the same month. peaceful solution to political 
But on the third week, when problems that confront the coun- 
reports of a coup plot hit the try today" Lim said. 


Japan firm investing 
P3.3B in Philpost 


By Michelle V. Remo Philipost offices nationwide. 
ROA will introduce modern 
A JAPAN-BASED COMPANY IS communication services that 
set to infuse P3.3 billion into will add value and improve in- 
state-owned Philippine Postal come-generation of Philpost. 
Corp. (Philpost) to help modern- The Neda said additional ser- 
ize postal servicesin thecountry. vices would include voice- 
In line with the govern- over-internet protocol (VoIP) 
ments efforts to privatize state and bills payment. 
assets, the Cabinet-level In. Under Philposs moderniza- 
vestment Coordinating Com- tion plan, ROA will also auto- 
mittee (ICC) has approved the mate the post-office counter ser- 
proposal of ROA Systems Co. vice by developing а pointof- 
Ltd., an information technolo- sale system. 
gy company in Japan, to invest The Japanese firm will benefit 
P3.3 billion in Philpost. from the proceeds of the en- 
Jonathan Uy, director for hanced postal services, but will 
public investment of the Na- have to turn over Philpost to the 
tional Economic and Develop- government upon the expir 
ment Authority (Neda), said ofthe lease contract. 
the investment by ROA would Тће Japanese firm will shell 
be made under a build-lease- out Pl billion from its own 
transfer agreement with the pocket for the initial fund infu- 
government. sion into Philpost. It got a 
Under this arrangement, ће P2.3-billion loan from the 
government will lease Philpost Japan Bank for International 
tothe Japanese IT firm for sev- Cooperation (JBIC) to com- 
en years, During the contract plete the amount of invest- 
period, ROA will enhance the ment committed. The loan is 
operational efficiency of the payable in seven years and will 
postal firm by installing the carry an interest rate of 2.35 
necessary hardware and soft- percent per year. "umerah Beach Hotel, Perchic Restaurant. For more dett contact your local travel agent or Emirates on tl (632) 811-5278 of fax (632) 811-8284. 
ware. It also will link up all jarane2 Discover frequent flyer benefits at www.skywards.com 
. ‹ . 
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Т FELL THAT I HAVE TO WARN 
‘motorists about a scam that is go- 
ing on in Makati. When you stop. 
ata red light, two beautiful young 
ladies with big boobs, low cut 
dresses and no bras, step out and 
cléan your front and side win- 
dows. In so doing, they bend 
down and make sure that you see 
their assets. Then they ask you to 
sive them a lift, just a few hun- 
Фра yards. You can hardly refuse 


NG JANES 


AUCTION 


зо they get in the back seat and 
start kissing and fondling each 
other. Of course, this turns you 
on. Then one of the girls jumps in 
beside you and performs oral sex 
оп you while the other one steals 
your wallet. I am telling you this 
because it has happened to me 
five times this week. 

‘A paper bag walks into a paper 
view hospital complaining of a 
fever. The doctor agrees and asks, 


UNDER THE INS: 
Е JANITORIAL / CLEAI 
T3) UNITS INDUSTRIAL FLOOR POLISHER 17", (89) UNITS INDUSTRIAL 
ОБА POLISHER тэ" (68) UNITS WET & DRY VACUUM CLEANER, (47) 
FLOOR АОЗТ МОР BUCKET WI WRINGER. (S7) PCS. RUBBERMAID 
| ANITORIAL CART L-TYPE, (8) PCS. RUBBERMAID WASTE RECEPTACLE 
HO WHEEL (8) UNITS ALAVER STEEL FILING CABINET, CLEANING 
Pe MICALS, CIRE EXTINGUISHERS, 5,000 PCS. TRASH BAG, (25) PCS. 
E ЧЕТ Foon SION (METAL) (80) PCS Sick BROOM, OFFICE TABLES, 
MERPUTERS, AIRCONDITIONS. SHOP EQUIPMENT AND MANY MORE. 
E REFUNDABLE / CONSUMABLE DEPOSIT OF P5.000 
WE BUY FACTORIES & MANUFACTURING PLANT 
FOR VIEWING SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION CALL FOR INFO 
721-3233, 723-3271. 299-8333, 299-8318, (0928)633-3000 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.kingjamesauction.com 
SHEMAIL US AT: Kingiamesatctioniyahoo-Com 
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PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION $ 
Pues Regen fee Y E 

ANST Bg beri ek Leges Chy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


BIDDING FOR SECURITY SERVICES. 
TTBS PROV-2006-02 


Agency must be dul consed and a member of good standing of he Pilopine Associaton 
‘of Detective and Proeciv Association Operators PADPAO), Inc: Win crfcaton irom 
DOLE thal he agency has по records of violation of existing labor laws: With certiicalion 
Пот SSS, Pag-ibig and Phieath o he regular remittance on employer and employees’ 
contribution. 


‘The PhilHealth Regional Office V. rough the 2006 Corporate Operating Budget, intends 
to apply the sum of Two Millon Sixty-Three Thousand Forty pesos (P2.063 840.00) 
‘bing the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to paymenis under tho contract for 
Security Service. Bids received in excess of he ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at 
; Bk opening. 


5 The PRO V пон invites Bids Кот eligible Bidders for Security Service, with Security 
Agency certified by the Philippine Association of Detective and Protective 
‘Association Operators (PADPAO), Inc.: With certification rom DOLE thatthe agency 
has no records of violation of existing labor laws; With certification from SSS, Pag- 
Ibig and PhilHealth of the regular remittance on employer and employees" 

contribution. Delivery ofthe GOODS is required within May 1, 2006 - December 31, 

[ 2006. The description of an eigle Bidder is contained in Secton П ofthe Bidding 

| Documents, 18. С 


© Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary passltalicrtera as specified in te Implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part А (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as he "Goremment 
Procurement Reform Aci" andis restricted to Filipino chizensisole proprietorships, 
organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock 
belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens ог organizations of а country 
the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, 
pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonweal Act 138 
(СА. 138). Only Bids from Bidders who pass the egy check wil be opened. The 
process for the eligibility check s described in Section Il of the Bidding Documents, 
ПВ. The bidder of the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post- 

* qualification stage in order о finally determine responsiveness of he bid to technical 
‘nd financial requirements of the project. The contract shal then be awarded to the 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during 

+ the post-qualiication procedure. 


interested Bidders may obtain further information from PRO V and inspect the Bidding 
+ Documents al е address given below rom 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders Кот the 
‘address below and upon payment of a nonrefndablafae in he amount of Four Thousand 
Pesos (P4,000.00) from March 28 - Apri 10, 2008, The method of payment wil be in a 

; ferm of cash or check payable to PRO V. The Вод Documents sha be received 
personal by the prospectve Bidder ог his authorized representa 


2 The PRO V wil hold a Pre-Bd Conference open o alinterested parties on April 11, 2006, 
(2:00 РМ - PRO V Conference Room). 


Bids and elghilly requirements must be демеге o ће address below on or before. 
Apri 24,2008, 2:00 PN. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security т ће form of e 
оону or ал amount in a freely convertible currency. Late Bids shall not be accepted 


MINIMUM AMOUNT N OF 
APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE. 
CONTRACT TO BE BID 


FORM OF SECURITY 


1. Cash селей check, cashier's check, 
bank дай, or revocato iter c credi 

2 Bark Guarantee. 

3. бину Bond 

A Foreign Goverment Goreng 


Ore percent (1*6) 
One anda hali geraat (1 12%) | 
Tuo and a ta percent (2 2 ы 
Ono hundred percert (100 6) 


Bid opening shall e on April 24, 200, 2:00 PM at PRO V Conference Room. Bida wil 
|. be opaned in ha presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to 
tend а ho address below. 


The PROV reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, o ало ha bidding proces, and 
to reect әй is at any ime prior to contract award, without hereby incuing any Bally to 
E фе allced Bidder or ders. 


[ed 
PhiHosth Rogol Ofco V 

| ANST Bi. Азапа Road, Legazpi Cy 

| Te. 481.8507 

| ema adt sen pope gor. ph 

| wo. wo pies gov oh 


(S96) IRENEO A. OACILLO 
|. Cnerperson, Bas and Awards Commitee 


> KEEP YOUR FOOD FRESH! 
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+ 1706 E. Rodriguez Ave. Cor. Los Angeles St. 
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LL, BUSINESS ...... 
Changing the index to free float 


“Do you smoke?" "No, I don't 
smoke. I would catch fire." "Well, 
до you drink?" "No, 1 don't drink. 
Tam only a paper bag." "Perhaps 
you have been taking drugs and 
sharing a needle." "No, doctor. 
Paper bags do not take drugs." In 
desperation, the doctor asks, 
"Maybe you had unprotected 
sex?" "Don't be silly, doctor. Paper 
bags don't have sex." “Well,” says 
the doctor, “there is only one pos- 
sible explanation. Your mother is 
acarrier—(bag).” 

My wife went to the doctor to 
lose weight. He told her to eat 
normally for two days and then 
skip a day. That way, she should 
lose five pounds in two weeks. In 
fact, she lost 20 pounds and the 
doctor was amazed. “You really 
must have suffered,” he said. 
“Yes,” she replied, “especially on 
the third day.” “From hunger?” he 
asked. "No, from skipping,” she 
replied. 

Тат sorry I missed an article last. 
week, but I caught a terrible cold 
and it turned into bronchitis so I 

not feel well enough to write. 
Anyway there wasnt much to 
write about. Since the middle of 
November the Phisi has gone 
down, up, down, up, sharply 
down, sideways, up, down and up. 
Overall, it has risen less than 2 per- 
cent, and traded in a range of 
2,040 to 2,172. So, except for sec- 
ond liners such as FDC, CHI, RLT, V 
Rand IBNK, it has been extremely 
difficult to make money. 


; ыз. 
sight but actually itis not. 
Mr. BEARBULL | We both use the same limited in- 
E put data—high, low, open, close 
and volume, so no matter how we 
them, we should end up 
with the same conclusions. My risk 
factor is 97, well into the danger 
zone and a SELL on any sign of 
‘weakness but the economic back- 
ground is so favorable that 1 think 
‘we have a better than 50-percent 
chance of succeeding this time. 


Ron Natban 


We have a resident technical 
analyst apart from myself, and оп 
Friday night he wrote, "The 
Phisix rallied this week to close at 
2,158, slightly below the major 
resistance level of 2,172. This isa 
make-or-break barrier for the 
market. If the Phisix can break 
out, the market may enjoy a quick 
pop higher, butif it fails, we could 
see the index waffling between 
the 2,040 and 2,172 range. 

‘The market has failed several 
times since last year to get past this 
level, We would not want to be in a 
market that is struggling undemeath 
a major resistance level. We prefer to 
have the market prove itself with a 

breakout before we enter 
With the Phisix only 14 points away 
from the all-important resistance 
level, it makes better sense to leave 
these points on the table and buy on 
areal breakout instead.” 

His methods of technical analysis 
are totally different from mine. He 
uses Eliott Wave, Fibonacci, candle- 
sticks and long-term moving aver- 
ages. I use the degree of risk, a mo- 
mentum indicator and point and fig- 
‘ure charts. We could not be more dif- 
ferent in our approach but we nearly 
always end up agreeing on every- 


Оп April 3, the PSE will again 
be changing the index, this time 
away from market capitalization 
to a “free float" system. This is 
much better because it takes into 
account the percentage of a com- 
panys shares that are actually 
available for trading. The criteria 
used are as follow: 

© Atleast 10 percent of a cor- 
poration's shares must be classi- 
fied as a free float. This removes 
PLTL, 92.2-percent owned by 
‘Smart and also HLCM, which is 
largely owned by Сетсо after a 
controversial tender offer; 

stocks must trade at least 75 
percent ofall trading days; 

ө they must have an average 
daily turnover of not less than Р5 
million. This disqualifies MAC, 
ARand BCI, and 

replacing them are ELI, MA, 
SCC, RLC, ЕЕ], TA and URC. The 
list will be reviewed every six 
months but the number of stocks 
will remain at 30. The full list will 
be published shortly. Stocks that 
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look precarious in the longer 
term are BEL, DGTL, MPC and 
possibly DMC. 

Ав 1 wrote two weeks ago, the 
Phisix is not supposed to be the 30 
best quality stocks (that is arguable 
anyway). Itis the 30 stocks that are 
the most tradable and therefore, 
have sufficient liquidity to attract in- 
stitutional investors and foreign in- 
vestment houses. SMC did not make 
the new index despite its large capi- 
talization because only 2.4 percent 
of SMC and 7.4 percent of SMCB are 
traded daily SMCB traded only 
11,000 shares yesterday. 

Talso feel that in making calcula- 
tions of daily tumover, cross sales 
should be excluded as these are 
purely intemal transactions, mainly 
by foreign brokers, and not available 
to investors. On this basis, ЕСЕМ 
‘would not yet qualify as practically 
all the tumover is cross selling 

These periodic changes are 
good because it makes the index 
more reflective of actual 
tumover. They might affect some 
stocks because mutual funds, in- 
surance companies, pension 
funds and large trusts often align 
themselves with the constituents 
of the Phisix. Maybe, this is why 
PLTLand HLCM have fallen while 
ЕП and MA have risen today. 

‘Unfortunately, for all analysts, 
it makes performance measure- 
ments against an ever-changing 
index more difficult but this is a 
small price to pay for a more rep- 
resentative index. — mrbear- 
bull@hotmail.com. 


Measures eyed to thwart profiteers 


Guidelines meant to regulate power ‘redistributors,’ ERC says 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY 
Commission has drafted a set of 
guidelines that will prevent profi- 
teering by electricity “redistribu- 
tors,” or entities such as building 
ог condominium administrators 
ог apartment owners, that dis- 
tribute electricity to tenants or in- 
dividual unit owners. 

According to the regulatory 
body, the proposed Rules on Re- 
distribution of Electricity will en- 
sure that electricity redistribu- 
tors, or entities that are singly 


connected and contract-bound to 
distribution utilities, will not 
profit from the distribution of 
power to end-users. 

“The old practice has brought 
a lot of complaints from among 
building or apartment occu- 
pants, which necessitates the 
ERC to come up with a policy 
that will regulate the charges 
being collected by these redis- 
tributors," ERC chair Rodolfo 
Albano Jr. said in a statement 
yesterday. 

Under the current set-up, dis- 
tribution utilities issue a “mother 


meter" to electricity redistribu- 
tors to enable them to measure 
the total energy consumption of 
the connected establishments. 

According to the draft rules, 
the ERC will install sub-me- 
ters, which bear an ERC seal, in 
individual condominium ог 
apartment units to monitor ac- 
tual electricity consumption 
there. 

Every condominium or apart- 
ment unit occupant will also be 
covered by the Magna Carta for 
Residential Electricity Соп 
sumers, which outline the rights, 


privileges and responsibilities of 
electricity end-users, and by the 
Distribution Services and Open 
Access Rules. 

The ERC will conduct a public 
consultation on the proposed 
guidelines on April 21, to enable 
Concerned parties to air their 
views on the matter. 

The proposed rules will govern 
all electricity redistributors, ex- 
cept for buildings or apartment 
compounds where the approved 
electrical designs allow the instal- 
lation of a billing meter in each of 
the tenants’ units. 


Soured credit card loans up 10.4% to P16B 


From page Bl 
from the previous year to РЗ 
коп at end-2005, total auto lend- 
ing grew by 226 percent—the 
fastest expansion seen in five years. 
Total auto lending in 2005 
reached P61.22 billion, up from 
the P49.9 billion posted in 2004. 
Most banks welcome the news 
ofthe slowdown in the past due ra- 
tios, which reflected well in their 
overall consumer lending portio- 
lio, The banks are seen to be edg- 
ing out corporate lenders, partly 
due to the aggressive campaigns 
carried ош by credit card issuers. 
But one of the reasons why 
past due credit card receivables 
were dropping was due to the 
borrowers’ widespread use of bal- 
ance transfer facilities as offered 


Japan firm 
investing P3.3B 
in Philpost 


From page Bt 
Under the contract period, the 
government will get a share of 
Philpost’s revenue in the form of 
lease fee. Uy, however, did not 
disclose the amount involved. 

‘The government has included 
Philpost in its list of assets for pri- 
vatization, having adopted the 
policy of giving up functions 
deemed better run by the private 
sector. 

“Privatization need not always 
come in the form of outright sale. 
1t could also be in the form of a 
lease agreement,” Uy said. 


ui] 


Cubao, QC Tels.: 411-4232 to 33. 727-9652 
Door # 3 - Adolfo Fick Bidg., Hernan Cortez Mandaue City, Cebu 6014 Tels. 


by plastic issuers, said Pascual 
Garcia, president of one of the 
countrys largest thrift banks 
Philippine Savings Bank. 

"The balance is circulating from 
опе credit card issuer to another,” 
Garcia said in an interview yester- 
day. "Thedebtis no longer past due 
with one credit card because it has 
been transferred to another” 

Other bankers noted that the 
aggressive offers of balance 
transfer services were an indica- 
tion of the cutthroat competition 
among credit card issuers. 

‘The bankers said that the cred- 
it card issuers were eating up 
each other's market while the pie 
жаз not growing fast enough. 

Garcia said the car industry 
posted a 10 percent growth in sales 


last year, which indicated that 
those who availed of car loans had 
increased by the same magnitude. 

“In our case, we also saw a de- 
cline in past due auto loans," Gar- 
cia said. "I guess irs due to the im- 
provement in the profile of bor- 
rowers and portfolio of banks.” 

Thrift banks, the main 
provider of auto loans, reported а 
12.6-percent growth їп vehicle 
lending last year. The sector ac- 
counted for P40.3 billion or 65.9 
percent of the banking system's 
auto lending last year. 

Auto loans accounted for 3.48 
percent of banks’ total loan port- 
folio last year, rising from a 2.89 
percent share the previous year. 

Аз a ratio of the banking sys- 
tem’s total nonperforming loans, 


soured auto loans accounted for 
1.6 percent, while bad credit card 
exposure was pegged at 2.87 per- 
centas of end-2005. 

Philippine commercial banks’ 
NPL ratio to total loans shrunk to 
an eight-year low of 8.51 percent 
at end-2005 against the 12.72 per- 
cent of the previous year, as banks 
unloaded bad assets by the bulk us- 
ing Special Purpose Vehicles. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas reported that the end-De- 
cember nonperforming loan ratio 
further eased from the 8.76 per- 
cent ratio of end-November. 

The commercial banking sys- 
tem’s NPL ratio has fallen back to 
a single digit level in 2005 for the 
first time since the Asian currency 
turmoil of 1997. 


Shares close 0.61% higher 


From page Bl The Philippine peso was at 
‘They said that the improvement 51.035 to the dollar at mid-day 
in the fiscal position has more than trade. 
offset concems about prevailing _ “Investors seem to be cheering 
political tensions as President the improvement in the fiscal da- 
Macapagal-Arroyo continues to ta,” said Astro del Castillo of First 
fend off efforts to oust her. Grade Holdings Inc. “It looks like 
Тһе Philippine Stock Exchange the trend is going to be sus- 
composite index rose 13.14 tained.” 
points to 2,163.31 after trading — The finance department on Fri- 
between 2,148.25 and 2,163.66 day announced that improved 
points. This is the composites revenues had trimmed the coun- 
highest finish since March 7 last, пу budget deficit to P25 billion 
year, when it ended at 2,166:10:~) in February, well within the P27.2 
Gainers led losers 41.to 32, «billion target for the month. 
with 52 stocks unchanged. For the first two months of the 
Volume was 761.6 million "year the deficit stood at P40.4 bil- 
shares worth P1.0 billion ($19.6 lion, below the P48.1 billion target. 
million). Top-traded Bank of the Philip- 


‘Foclory Priced w 


рте! 


pine Islands closed up P1.50 at 
P63.50. 

Second most active SM Invest- 
ments Corp. retreated one peso to 
P224 on profit-taking after last 
week's gains. Ив unit SM Prime 
Holdings was down 20 centavos 
atP7.90. 

Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone gained five pesos to P1,830. 

Ayala Land Inc. gained 25 cen- 
tavos to P10.75, while parent Ay- 
ala Corp. was steady at P345. 
Globe Telecom rose P20 to P895. 

San Miguel Córp. A shares, lim- 
ited to Filipino investors, closed 
flat at P60.50. San Miguel Corp. B 
shares, open to foreign investors, 
gainedonepesoatP]9. AFP 


IMPORTED FROM TAIWAN 


All stocks available! 
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Compost 

NO, OF ABVANCES 41: NO. OF DECLINES: 32; NO, OF UNCHANGED: 52; NO. OF TRADED ISSUES: 
Vs NO OF TRADES. 3.008 


Morch 20, 2008 Euro Dolar ^ Paso 
Country Unit Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent 
United Stats Dolar ов20077 1000000 510600 
dapan Yen 0007080 000801 04408 
Uniea Kingdom Роша 1440981 175600 60.7076 
HongKong Dolar 0.105748 0128000 653 
Suizerand Franc 0538028 077625 195801 
Canada Dolar 070807 080285 44.1137 
Singapore Dolar 0507 0619008 — 315100 
Australia Dolar. 0597280 0.728100 37-1822 
Bahrain Ота" 217807 2.88201 1354608 
Saudi Arabia па 0218723 0280605 136168 
Bruna Dolar 050617 0012098 31505 
Indonesia Rupiah 000000 0000 0 000% 
Thaland 00211828 00706 — 13168 
UAE 0223344 02720780 — 13.9042 
Euro " 100000 4219100 622546 
Argentina оюм 032508 106202 
Brazil 028627 04710029 24.0637 
Donmark 0134008 бхз 8.3438 
inda à 001883 002250 — * 1.1540 
Malaysia 022046) 0208908 — T3067 
Manico 0076859 00809 47721 
Now Zealand 051095 062394 323715 
Norway бз 0180994 783 
Рака 0019885 001007 08501 
South Аша 013180 0160798 82112 
Korea 00005 0001080 00525 
Sweden 010748 0120746 6.6767 
Syra 002 0019254 0% 
Tawan Mt Dolar 0025329 0020809 1.5769 
Veneri Bonar 000082 000456 00238 
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BUSINESS 


Petron profit seen at 10-yr high of РСВ 


IMPROVEMENTS IN 
operations and ro- 
bust export volume 


boosted Petron |f Н 
Corp's unaudited net | | U 5 
income to P6.04 bil- 24 
income to 2608 bil. | онези Shroador Company 
showing in 10 years, 
"The ой firm said in 
a statement уке. 
day that its 2005 пег 
income eclipsed its 
record profit of P4.2 
billion їп 1996, be- 


A VITAL PART OF YOUR SECURITY 


. vet 
INTIMUS 


fore the downstream 
ой industry was 
deregulated. 

The P6.04 billion 
profit was also more 


esa oun) V. 


than double of SEITE) teme Eu 5 
Petron's 2004 net in- nrc me E SLM UM ХЫР 


come of P3.42 billion. 
Total sales revenue. 
in 2005 grew 29.8 
percent to P191.49 
billion from year 
ago's P147 42 billion. 
. Export ^ volumes * TIME LAPSE MACHINE 
Jumped 45.3 percent to * MEDIA DESTROYER 
7.96 million barrels last + MONEY COUNTER 
year from 548 million. * CHECK WRITER 
barrels in 2004, + FAX MACHINES 
However, sluggish 
domestic demand OFFICE CHECK WRITER. 
pulled overall sales iot 


volume down by 2 |Jg ак GBF) Es 
lion barrels from || pesrRoven 2-310 
S276miionbenes | MO D TURO CUNTUR 
the year before. 

Petron president OFFICE SF, MSIE 
and chief executive Temm d 
Khalid — Al-Faddagh PES 
зай the company oe me. 
benefited fom the [| sep. Time Lapse 
commissioning of its | cos nopny aske MACHINE 
Somerizaion unit | мечен | RECORDING 


and gas ol hy. | енй 


droreater early last 
year as these facilities. m 
allowed it to produce | c шге. 
Clean Air Accompli- || actes Olivetti шшш” 
ant gasoline and D 
diesel without resort- 
‘ng to importation. 
He said Petroms 
decision to invest in a 
mixed xylene unit seen 
earlier proved benefi- [НЕ] “Seer 
cial as this paved the 722-8888 
way for the compa- му umm о „н 
пуз foray in the кеи 
petrochemical mar. |" "ши" о жиш PIA 
ket Abigail L. Ho 


Republic ofthe Philippines. 


IPPINE PORTS 
AUTHORITY 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Procurement of Management Consultancy for the Cost-Based 
“Tariff Analysis and Development Project 


4. The Philippine Ports Authority (PPA), through its CY 2008 Corporate Budget 
approved by the PPA Board of Directors Intends to apply the sum of 
PAP 14.871,926.00 (E-VAT Inclusive) boing the Approved Budget lor the Coriract 
(ABC) lo payments under the contract for Procurement of Management 
Consultancy for the Cost-Based Tariff Analysis and Development Project. 
Bids recewed in excess ol he ABC shal be automaticaly rejected atthe opening of 
the financial proposals. 


Tho PPA now сай lor the submission of Lottars of Intent (LOI кот poleniial 
‘ders to apply for elit and short isting for Procurement of Management 
Consultancy for the Cost-Basad Tariff Analysis and Developmant Project. 
terestod consularts must suomi thelr LOIS on or before April 4, 2006 at 8:00 
"AM to 4:00 PM at Philippine Ports Authority, Room 505 Commercial So 
apartment, Marsman Bid. 22 Malla de San Francisco, South Harbor, Port 
Ara, Mantia and secure ha Ely Documents therefrom upon payment ofa 
‘nonrefundable fee of PhP1,120.00(E-VAT Inclusive). Appications or у 
Wil bo evaluated on a "pass/foI basis, The last day lor tho submission of the 
Wecomplited ЕБУ Documents shali e on tha data of the opening o Eligibilty 
‘Documents: Apri 5, 2006 not later than 1:00 PM at tho above address. Only 
those thal aro short isted wal bo оліоз о submit bids. 


“The Special Bids and Awards Commitee (SBAC) shal draw up the short lst of. 
onsuliancy ms rom hose who have submitiod LOIs and have been determined 
‘Ss eligilo bothin accordance with tha provisions of Republic Act 9184 (R.A, 9184) 
and Ks implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A). The short list of 
prospective bidders shall consist of five (5) consultancy fms. The стена (por 
ос. 24.153, IRR-A of RA 9184) and rang system for short sng are: 


a. Applicablo experienco of the Consultant and associates in casa of Joint 
Venturas, considering both the overall experiences of tho firm and tho 
Individual experiences of tho principal and key staff including tha times 
‘employed by other Consultants - 30%: 

b. Qualification of personnel who may be assigned to tha Job vis-à-vis extent 
‘and comploxity of tho undertaking» 50%; and 

e. Current workload roative to capacity- 20%. 


Ов must bo deivered by hand, through mal or facsimile to he address below at 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM on ot balore April 4, 2006, 


Bidding wibo conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as spaced 
Inthe IRR-A of RA. 9164, and e restictod, unless otherwise stated lo Filipino 
"liens or organizations wih al loast siy percert (60%) interest belonging to ciizens 
Gl the Philipines. In accordance wih IRR-A of FLA 9184, oniy bids from short 
istad consularis wil be opened. Tho procass forthe ibity check is described 
Inthe оюу Documents Inaccordance wih the IRR-A of R A. 9164 tho coniract 
Wl олу be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive Bidder who was. 
{determined as such dunng post-qualicaion. 


‘The PPA shall avaluste bids using the Quality Cost-Based Evaluation (QCBE] 

procedure. Tho Tochnleal and Financial Proposals shal be given corresponding 

Wwolghts of 70% and 20%, respectively. The criera and rating system forthe 
lon of bids shal be provided inthe Instructions о Bidders 


Interested consultante may obtain futha Information rom the PPA at tho address 
ivon balow rom 2:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 


The cost of bidding documents shail be a non-refundable amount of 
PnP 1,200.00 E-VAT-inclustve). 


7. The contract shali bo completed within eight (8) months 


в, Tho PPA osorves the right to reject апу and oll bids, annu tho bidding process, or 
‘ot award the correc at any time prior to correct award, without thereby тошт 
агу вну to the alfectod bidder or brs, 


Phiipplna Ports Authority 
‘Benjamin B. Cecil 
Chairperson, Special Bids and Awards Committe 
Room 505, Commercial Sorvicos Dopartmont, Marsman Bldg. 
"22 мизо de San Francisco, South Harbor, Port Ares, Manila 
632) 301-9075 (Telotax) or (632) 827-8356 loc, 200 to 266 
i phorolsusaragippe.com.ph 
(632) 301-2078 
hitpiww ppa.com ph 


Banjamin i Cecio 
Signatura ft SBAC Chairperson or 
‘Auhonzod Roprosentalive ofthe 

AE ВАС Charperson. 

(9DI-Mareh а 1 000 


-Fingerprint Bundy Clock воз System tor 

уштай on рыба Reset 

(hardware and software Lied 
niet] oy 


Take advantage of 
PSBank's HIGH $ RATES 


$1000t0 $10,000 to  $50000to — $100,000 
9,999 49,999 95,09. and up 


1month | 3.0000% | 3.1250% | 3.2500%| 3.2500% 


2 months | 3.1250%| 3.2500% | 3.3750%| 3.3750% 


З months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.3750%| 3.4375% 
6 months | 3.2500%| 3.3750% | 3.4375%| 3.5000% 


12 months | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000%| 3.625096. 


а 


Open an account 
now at any 
PSBank branch 
nationwide? 


2527 for Globe 
REL a teh ave epon ала Cope 


Natlonal Transmission Corporation 


ишке 
Dat: Morc 07,2006 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Construction of Mindanao System Operations Control 
‘Cerner Building (SPOS MSOCC M08) 


Furnishing, installing, Constructing, Operating and Maintaining General Construction 
Facies, Ме Devalopment, Construction of Two Story Orlice and System Operations 
Contro Center Bung, 

‘The projets located Rodeo St, Maria Cristina, Nigan Cy, Lanao del orte. 

1. _ The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (Trane). hough e Annual Corporate 
Buca ore contact approved by the governing board tends to apply he sum ot 
Bite too пу be Approved get o Сота NBL payment ла б contact 
for we Construction of Mindanao System Oper Я 
боа bus rcowed ш ness athe ABC sal e ams пр 
ed орозо. 

Transco som als esi ч зер анын LO) em panel е н ayay 
renginy fer furnishing installing, Constructing, Operating and Maintaining 
VIA tom aces, Ste Development, Соната Two Str Oca 
Таа тумыш Operations Control Center Bung (pease see stached Work Scope) 
фаз shoud possess a val РСАВ hasse араа а ho above type en cst o he 
ишо have eit э mar ona wih a vu el st iy рика (b ole 
SOC ana meo e пухта акру tegeonents sated he Digi Documents 
ac astute Ll enr Sle da od um snd Kor d ds 
sn sce te Copy Oocunets er om upon payment nants 
Lnd пода СРМ cj) өй be evlunted on d passt bos. Tha 
lasa day fr e bon ln cl ho accord Cg Documents bl be on e daia і 
the jung и Ebghty Documents le below. Dr Ue диз passag the суму 
aile алм purchase to Bidding Documents. PCA License and Regan 
dur ered sta be as Pow 

етае Роб at toast Camgory "8", SP Generi Dang 

Ragavan Fated atest edm A, SP Dang & ssl Waris 

3. даң ни e conduced through open compevove bidding procedures as spectod in the 
few Ris ea opis Pat A DHEA) of Кари а DBA A M. ems 
дип e б oem Procurement flm Act d ster vin eterne 
AMA w organizatan wh at east seem be расем ПУЛ) ml rotonda cop 
SO belonging e cte ы Аа Papen сасе wi he RRA e BA Sb o 
Bs on cle Bars wil bo peel v Aecordanco wii e IRRA o RA, B a contact 
Wi be Saved te Lowe Cleted and Responsio Ger via was determinadas 
Shek dng post даса : 
cese Bes shal sumi tek accomplished дау Docet t the DAC Serra 
i aes ges bow 
nores ge Sars тау eui rer easton om Trans an inspect ба ng 
Documents te BCMD ra aes gen below: 

‘compe st ol Bing Documents may b purchased y Baltars tat passed he ety 
Марш ne резо ci We Nonce а! iho he ВАС Socroianot, н he ates 
GBS ot ниш hen sa инет nS sid bulon: Te Bony acumen shal 
Ieee rob ene etam ei Lo helt 
pe 
‘rans ий hold а РБ eoleronc open ton Eg Boson tba scheda specie, 
tion 
ө бе schedule ot 
i Sean 
a menia ey 


The Contact hal compat e works wba Two Hundred у Fve (259 calendar days 
adore ot hen табуымен м das Counted ome ollciv ле sad he Nonce 
fo Proceed 

Transa reserves the пум о accept or reject any Bd to ллы he bidding process, and 1 

Lal dea ту мт parl cina aver, mihou ea arog any abi io Ве 

tero ton. 

‘tly ты Tan 
тална obi Sag anh a AE | HEMT ates Bao 
[m] Erro 
EXER EIU 
ü uns ang Си lanta. 
Y ‘maa Quero Ci 
Teac Og Sag eT [BCD ома es or 
Docarenis ТҮГҮ 
Be ld Cose Жө. 0%. 130 Pi | BERI ce sies lo 
‘Bi Sob k Opssng | Moy 1,206, 800 AM | OCMD oce aes Below 
ont Foy Documents pe copy- LN CI 
Gest ol thing Dacumens ри copy LECT] 

‘JOSE MARI M ILAGAN 
hes an Gena Manager eprint (20) 
2 Man Bung 
Bene Cont nien rect come DIR Пома Dun, Quran Cy 1104 
Telephone Nes. 981 2308, 982212 981-221 
faciie No. 9212308 
rii Ман» jnlgstrania ph 
Weise Айыз кит па 


(Gp ошиямо n. акрошәро 
NP Luzon Operanon о Marone 

салш, Dos & Awards Conon 
IPD- Mich to 2t, 200) 
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BUSINESS 
Gov't planning to relax rules 
on granting investment perks 


Ensuring consistency in export 
promotion policies, programs 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006 
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Exporters seen getting 
hit by new Customs law 


EXPORTERS SAID THEY 
were facing a double whammy, 
getting hit by the continued ap- 
preciation of the peso and the 
implementation of the Cus- 
toms Brokers Act. 

‘The Philippine Exporters Con- 
federation said the Customs Bro- 
kers Act, deemed as a "deadly" 
law that would undermine gains 
in addressing red tape, would 
worsen the exporters’ condition 
which was already compromised. 
with the continued appreciation 
of the peso. The peso yesterday 
closed at $1.03 to $1. 


straining order from the courts 
to prevent its implementation. 
For instance, Seipi is worried 
that efforts to cut red tape in 
Customs—including the Auto- 
matic Export Documentation 
System (AEDS) which it pio- 
neered—might be stopped йт. 
port and export entries signed 
by brokers would be required. 
Also, Philexport said some 
20,000 people working in bro- 
kerage firms, import and export 
companies, the logistics industry 
and other related enterprises 


US bank offers 
depositors new 
investment option 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


not part of the 11 priority sectors. 

Also, the official said the government was 
considering to incorporate its RED (retention, 
expansion and development) program in the 
IPP promotion scheme. 


‘THE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING RE- 
laxing the rules governing the granting of in- 
vestment perks by allowing export-oriented 


AMERICAN BANKING GIANT CITIBANK 
Will introduce in the Philippines a high-yield- 
ing US dollar time deposit instrument that 
can be withdrawn in fractions by the deposi- 
torif need for cash arises. 

Encouraged by the warm market reception 
io a similar peso-denominated product, 
Citibank Philippines will soon launch the in- 
strument that will yield 3.5 percent per year 
for a minimum placement of $10,000, said re- 
tall banking director Ailene Litonjua in an in- 

jew, 
"The Citibank Dollar Withdrawable Time 
Deposit is a one-year instrument that allows 
the depositor to break up his placement into 
as low as $1,000 worth of certificates. 

A minimum of $10,000 placement, for in- 
stance, could be broken down into 10 certifi- 
cates worth $1,000. The depositor can with- 
draw only the portion needed and keep the 
balance to earn the 3.5 percent maximum 
yield until maturity. 

The portion withdrawn, if kept for more than. 
а inonth, would still earn interest of 1 percent 
Per year, 

Litonjua said the product was aimed at 
drumming up interest in time deposits by al- 
lowing flexibility and higher interest rates not 
given to regular time deposits. 

The new instrument is said to be ideal for 
dients who have liquid assets but are unde- 
cided on where to park their money. 

"This is a regional product for Citibank. It's 
called unfixed time deposits in other markets, 
including Singapore, "Litonjua said. 

“Citibank is offering a similar instrument in 
pésos for a minimum placement of P500,000, 
targeting those who want to start investing 
for better returns but still want to play safe 
and stay liquid. 

The bank’s withdrawable peso time deposit 
ФЕ clients an assured gain of 6 percent 
without having to lock up their money for a 
longtime. 


projects not listed in the Investment Priorities 


Plan to enjoy full incentives. 


According to an informed source, the 
government intends to offer up to six years 
of tax holiday and other fiscal and nonfiscal 
perks to export businesses that are not li 
ed in the IPP but are covered by the Medi- 
um-Term Philippine Development Plan of 
2004-2010 and the Philippine Export Devel- 


opment Plan. 


The source said this move was aimed at 
making the various export promotion poli- 
cies and programs of the government con- 


sistent, 


Under the 2005 IPB only projects related 
to the following industry clusters are eligi- 
Agri-business; 
healthcare and wellness products and ser- 
vices; information and communications 
technology; electronics; motor vehicle 
products; energy; infrastructure; tourism; 
shipbuilding/shipping; jewelry, and fash- 


ble for full incentives: 


ion garments. 


‘According to the official, projects like those 
engaged in the exportation of furniture and 
wearables would be qualified even if these are 


grow and spur related businesses. 


ments Code. 


ing and coal mining in future IPPs. 


2010. 


electricity. 


‘The RED program is aimed at making exist- 
ing projects stay in the country, as well as 


However, projects related to financial ser- 
vices—such as banks, loan associations, bro- 
kerage and dealership of securities, coopera- 
tives and credit unions—will remain not qual- 
ified for incentives granted by the Board of In- 
vestments. The exclusion is consistent with 
Article 11, Book 1 of the Omnibus Invest- 


In related developments, the BO! said the 
government was considering the possibility of 
qualifying for incentives cement manufactur- 


Cement production, which was removed 
from the IPP three years ago due to an excess 
in domestic production capacity, may again 
be qualified for perks after data show that de- 
mand may overtake production capacity by 


‘While mining in general is not listed in the 
IPR coal mining may be made eligible for in- 
centives through registration as a project that 
uses indigenous material for production of 


continued to strengthen. 


“wobbly” sector. 


Philexport president Sergio 
Ortiz-Luis Jr. earlier said the 
exporters’ businesses, most of 
which are small- and medium- 
sized enterprises, would no 
longer be profitable ifthe peso 


‘The group said the Customs 
Brokers law might deliver the 
knock-out punch to the already 


Philexport explained that the 
law gave to accredited customs 
brokers the exclusive right to 
sign import and export docu- 
ments, despite repeated objec- 
tions by Philexport, the Semi- 
conductor and Electronics In- 
dustries in the Philippines Inc., 
and Port Users Confederation. 
The Customs Brokers Act 
takes effect today but business 
groups that oppose the law, in- 
cluding those involved in logis- 
tics and cargo forwarding, are 
planning to seek a temporary re- 


might lose their jobs which were 
made irrelevant by the said law. 

Ortiz-Luis said exporters 
feared that the added red tape 
would result in shipment de- 
lays in Philippine exit ports, 
which were already ranked the 
least efficient in the world. 

He said the law should be 
stopped or corrected through 
amendments. 

last week, — Philexport 
warned of “a clear and present 
danger" posed by the appreci- 
ating peso to tens of thousands 
of jobs and SMEs. 

The group urged the govem- 
ment to adjust economic poli- 
cies to balance the interests of 
other segments of the economy 
with the survival of the ex- 
porters and the families of mil- 
lion overseas workers who were 
contributing up to 65 percent of 
the total value of goods and ser- 
vices produced by the country 
yearly. Ronnel W. Domingo 


SMC dairy unit to acquire Aussie cheese firm 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


NATIONAL FOODS LTD., THE DAIRY 
unit of San Miguel Corp. said it had en- 
tered into a binding agreement to ac- 
quire Australian specialty cheese manu- 
facturing firm Lactos Pry. Ltd. from 
French firm Bongrain International 
SAS, the company said in a statement. 

National Foods, however, did not dis- 
lose the purchase price and the terms 
ofthe deal. 


Lactos is one of Australia’s leading 
specialty cheese makers producing 
fine cheese under key brands Tasma- 
nian Heritage, Mersey Valley and 
Australian Gold. It has manufactur- 
ing operations at Burnie and a small- 
ег farmhouse cheese manufacturing 
facility at Heidi in Tasmania, It also 
has a cut and wrap facility in Mul- 
grave, Victoria. 

The acquisition will increase Nation- 
al Foods’ exposure to the fast growing 


high-value cheese segment following 
its acquisition of The King Island Com- 
pany in February 2002. 

“Lactos is a significant acquisition 
for National Foods and is expected to 
contribute to the development of 
our growing cheese and gourmet 
foods business,” National Foods 
managing director Ashley Waugh 
said. 

“It will broaden our overall range of 
high value specialty cheese and prod- 


ucts and give us access to additional 
manufacturing intellectual property 
and skilled employees. It also opens up 
for our parent firm, San Miguel Corp., 
additional export growth opportunities 
in Asian markers.” 

The acquisition is expected to be 
completed shortly and is subject to 
the approval of the Australian Com- 
petition and Consumer Commission 
and Foreign Investment Review 
Board. 
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Through the years, the Development Bank of the Philippines has teamed 
up with various Financial Institutions to spread progress and development 
countrywide. Correspondent Banks, Partner Banks, and Counterparty Banks 
now join a team of Participating Financial Institutions (PFis) and international 


funding agencies — World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Kreditanstalt für 
Wiederaufbau, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, 


ерат 
p^ 


One Team, One Mission: 


queen 


RIIGIPATIN 
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European Investment Bank, and Japan Bank for International Cooperation 
— on this development mission. 


In recognition of their development efforts, DBP honors its top performing 


РР who have most actively contributed in the efficient dispersal of funds 


Q 


JBic 


in support of the national government's program to fuel sustainable 
economic growth, nurture the environment, and uplift the standard of 
living of all Filipinos. 


DBP likewise acknowledges the vital role that each team member 


plays and looks forward to a synergy of team efforts towards achieving 
the collective mission of sustainable growth and development for all. 


'UESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006 
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New rules won't shut down thrift banks, BSP says 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas will penalize inefficient banks once 
itstarts enforcing international banking stan- 
dards to measure investment risk, 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. an- 
nounced the new rules during the annual con- 
vention of the Philippine Chamber of Thrift 
Banks held here last week, 

Tetangco said the rules should encourage 
small- and medium-scale banks to improve 
and not shut down because its aim was to en- 
sure industry transparency. 

He said the new rules would also measure 
the competency of bank officials to ensure 
that they possess the integrity and capability 
required for the job. 

‘In a video-recorded speech, he said bank- 
ing reforms had set in place a new riskeman- 
‘agement system that was drafted in Novem- 
ber 2005 by the Committee on Banking Su- 
pervision in Basel, Switzerland. 

"The document, which the industry refers to 
as Basel I, requires all banks to “measure, mon- 
itor, mitigate and disclose risk,” Tetangco said. 

Ма, Dolores Yuvienco, BSP managing di- 
rector, said her agency had been applying the 
rules produced by Basel I, the first global bank 
capital accord in 1988, which puts a value to 
each stage or category of risks that a bank 
takes in capitalizing a project. 

The BSP reforms were expected to increase 
the capital requirements of many thrift banks. 
‘This has compelled some chamber members 
to anticipate a series of shutdowns this year. 

Rogelio Florete, president of Queen City Devel- 
‘opment Bank and the Bombo Radyo Philippines 
network, raised this fear when members of the 
chamber talked to Yuvienco at the conference. 

But Yuvienco said the BSP was “not thereto 
close banks.” Rather, these standards were 
designed to avoid "discrimination" from over- 
seas money markets, she said. 

‘Alfonso Salcedo Jr, incoming chamber presi- 
dent and president of the BPI Family Bank, said 
the industry would accept the changes because 
the local banks needed the reforms, 

Thrift banks hold P261.35 billion in de- 
posits, equivalent to 9 percent of the deposits 
ofthe entire banking system. 

‘According to the chamber, the sector’s primary 
investments are in middle-income housing pro- 
ject, where it poured in P51.37 billion in 2005. 

“By shifting to a more strategic regulation 
of corporate governance, risk management 
and capital adequacy, we hope to give banks 
much better flexibility to pursue businesses 
that are consistent with their expertise, risk 
appetite, and capital position," Tetangco said. 


HIGH FLYER 
It takes an expert to climb coconut tree 


down the tree, 


sto take the vinegar, 


Bp citeres асаа 


pick the fruit and finally, cut the tree itself, Paid P300 a tree, he 
takes the risks that always go with climbing this majestic tree of life. The pay is equally divided with his two assistants that pull 


‘GRACE CANTALALBASINPDI MINDANAO BUREAU 


Visa remains bullish on RP cites rising sales 


DAVAO CITY—PAYMENT PROCESSOR 
Visa International said it remained bullish 
on the Philippines due to increasing retail 
sales. 

Visa reported here recently that its to- 
tal retail sales went up to P76.5 billion in. 
2005, up 27.1 percent from 2004. 

James Dixon, Visa country manager for 
the Philippines, said that in terms of card 
sales volume, which includes cash ad- 
vances and ATM withdrawals, the compa- 
ny saw a 48.1-percent increase in 2005 to 
P183.3 billion compared to the previous 
year. 

"The total number of transactions also 
grew by 34 percent, reflecting the in- 
creasing recognition of the Filipinos of 
the benefits of electronic payments,” 
Dixon said at the Marco Polo Hotel here. 

He said that this year, Visa was expect- 


ing an increase of about 30 percent in to- 
tal retail sales, 

"With more and more banks offering 
Visa credit, debit and prepaid products 
and more merchants accepting Visa 
cards, we expect this growth trend to con- 
tinue,” Dixon said 

He said that the number of merchants 
accepting Visa cards reached 69,300 as of 
end last year. 

Dixon added that although Visa was 
not veering away from its traditional 
business of providing credit opportunities 
to Filipinos, it was now pushing for in- 
creased use ofits debit cards. 

“Many Filipinos may have bank ac- 
counts but they may not be eligible for 
credit cards. So the best option for them is 
to acquire debit cards," he said. 

Debit cards are similar to credit cards 


but the spending limit depends on the 
amount an individual has in his bank ac- 
count. 

Dixon said Filipinos were now used to 
the convenience of using debit cards in 
their purchases, as evidenced by Visa fig- 
ures on its debit card product. 

He said that in 2005, debit card retail 
sales registered P1.5 billion at merchant. 
point of sales terminals alone nation- 
wide. 

He said compared to 2004 figures, deb- 
it card sales, which include ATM with- 
drawals, grew by 67.3 percent to P104 
billion in 2005, covering a total of 35 mil- 
lion transactions. 

"Visa is committed to offering more and 
better products and services that help boost. 
the Philippine economy,” Dixon said. Allan 
A. Nawal, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Oil palm * 
plantation. 
seenin . 
Sarangani: 


By Aquiles Z. Zonio 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


SARANGANI — PROVINCE—Á 
Malaysian minister is considering 
Sarangani as the site of 
Malaysia's ой palm plantation ex- 
pansion project. 

Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, a 
minister in the Malaysian Prime 
Minister's Department, said іп; 
vvestors from Malaysia would like- 
ly come due to ongoing peace. 
talks between the separatist Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
and the Philippine government. 

The Malaysian minister told re- 
porters that he personally came to 
Sarangani to see what investments 
“we can bring here from even gov- 
erment agencies and the privaté 
sectorof Malaysia." 

Sarangani province has vast 
tracts of land conducive for ой, 
palm tree growing. 

Provincial agriculturist 
Giuseppe Chew said the province 
has 21,598 hectares of lands “high- 
ly suitable,” and another 117,553 
hectares “marginally to moderately 
suitable” for oil palm tree growing. 

Dompok said with the basic in- 
fra facilities in place, "the poten- 
tialis there and the possi 
that Malaysian investors would 
come here is big." 

Officials here said the farmerg 
and landowners in the province 
had already signified their "strong. 
willingness to venture into oil palm 
plantation given adequate techni- 
caland financial assistance.” 

Malaysia is the world’s largest 
producer and exporter of palm 
oil, producing about 47 percent 
ofthe world's supply. 
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DBP Salutes its Most Outstanding Participating Financial Institutions for 2005 
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Qur Beloved “Ima” 


Natividad Carlos Bacani 


(December 22, 1913 — March 19, 2006) 


Widow of the late Dr. Paterno T. Bacani 


of Sasmuan, Pampanga and Mayon, Quezon City 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on March 19, 2006. 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels + US-made Caskets « Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 
Monching & Nennette 
К DRIL 
RAFAEL VILLAREAL MARTINEZ 


of Mambusao, Capiz and Project 8, Quezon City 


Peacefully joined our Lord and his beloved wife Inday Morales; 
sister Sosing; brothers Alber, Boding, Basing, Oking, Meyong 
and Pedong on March 18, 2006 at the age of 89. 


His children Armand & Cora, Abet & Boodie and Sandra; 
grandchildren Louie, Chris, Kim, Geo, Ral and Fei; sisters Nating, Ayong 

and Lorna, other relatives and friends request your prayers for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz Chapel 15, Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City. 


Cremation will be on March 23, 2006, Thursday, 12:30 p.m. at 
Paz Crematory after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 


SS 
^ (Loving Memory 


On the 2" Death Anniversary of 


CARLO PATRICCI D. PASCUAL 


Her bereaved children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren: 


Senen & Yolie Hermel & Delia Ador & Alice Nonong & Eve (f) 
5 Rota (f) 
1. Melissa & Steve Patrick & Neysa Noel Jay & Carla 
5; Alpi Gabby Anna Clarisse 
25 Caloy Bianca Amanda Justine 
Polly & Jones Nico 
Santino Celina 
Butch Veronica 
Francis 


Monci 
Kris 
Sasa 


and other relatives request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Santuario de San Jose, East Greenhills. 
Interment will be on Thursday, March 23, 2006 at the La Loma Catholic Cemetery 
after the 9:00 A.M. funeral mass. 


In lieu of flowers, donations to Ima's favorite charitable institution, 
The Divine Mercy Foundation, will be highly appreciated. 


Ce oe ———————/ 


In Loving Memory 
On the 1" Death Anniversary 
Ofour Beloved Tatay and Lolo 


Of San Fernando City, L.U. and Paoay, Ilocos Norte 


“Behold I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” 
1 Cor. 15:51 


NAOME SANCHEZ DAYAN 


Now rests in the infinite warmth of our Lord. 
She joined our Creator on March 19, 2006 
at the age of 90. 


Her children, Danilo & Rebecca, Dario & Vinia; 
grandchildren, nephews and nieces request relatives and 
friends to join them in prayers for her eternal repose. 


Her remains now lie in state at the United Church of Christ 
in the Phils., Peñaloza St., San Pablo City. 


EUFEMIANO BAUTISTA DUQUE 


September 3, 1919- March 21, 2005 


From your wife Conching: children Elma, Benedict, George, Romy, 
‘Agnes, Myla, Joy, Amy, Allen, Karen, Neil, Irene and Alfonso; sons 
and daughters-in-law; grandchildren and great-grandchilden. 


Holy Masses will be offered on March 21* at: 


St. William's Cathedral, San Fernando City, La Union....:15 PM. 
St. Jude Parish, Poro, San Fernando City, La Union.......5:00 РМ 
St. Jerome Emiliani Parish, Alabang, Muntinlupa City...6:00 AM 
‘St. James Parish, Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa Сйу........6:00 AM 
Our Lady of the Pillar, Pilar Village, Las Piñas City.....6:00 AM 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Valle Verde V, Pasig City.....6:30 AM 


March 18, 1977 — March 21, 2004 


Holy Masses wil be offered 
‘at the following churches: 


Carmel of the Divine Infant Jesus of Prague, 

Angeles Cy... on 
Sacred Heart Chapel, Angeles City. Ў 
San Sebastian Cathedral, Талас Сіу..... 2 


Holy Rosary Parish, Angeles City... " 


Santos Medical Center, Greenhills, San Juan . 
Christ the King Parish, Green Meadows, Quezon City 


mn 7:00 am. 

Immaculate Concepcion Parish Church, Angeles City 
se 8:90 am. 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Chapel, Cardinal 


... 6:00 pm. 


6:00 a.m. 
6:00 am. 


7:00 am, 


5:15 p.m. 


Parish of the Resurrection, BF Homes, Parañaque City...6:30 AM 
St. John Bosco, Makati Сі... nnn 6:30 AM. 
Carmel of St Joseph, Lucena City. 


St, Jude Parish, San Miguel, Manila 
Shrine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Dao St., Makati City 


St. Jerome Emiliani and Sta. Susana Parish, 
‘Alabang City ü 


Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan 


6:00 pm. 
Interment will be on Wednesday, March 22, 2006 at ip 


the San Pablo Memorial Park, San Pablo City after the 


. 600 p.m. 
9:00 am service. 


6:00 p.m. 
n 6:15 рт, 


Еи 


DET 
Marites M. Guevarra 
Oct 21, 1966 - March 7, 2006 
Interment wil be on March 22 a Concepcion Shrine, 
‘Concepcion, Tala after the 8 a-m. Mass. 
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TERESA SAN AGUSTIN EVARISTO 


“Inday” 


joined her Creator after living a full and memorable 92 years. 
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NFA gets 83 percent rating for energy conservation measures 


She was the loving wife of the late Pedro V. Evaristo 


Mother to Maria Lourdes “Malu” and Dodong Cruz (deceased) 
and Gilbert and Remia Evaristo 


Sister of Gloria Gregorius 


Grandmother of Peter and Sari Cruz; Margje and Jojo Ignacio and Louie and 
Rina Cruz; Gerry and Rina Evaristo, Gino and Liza Evaristo, Carlo 
and Anne Evaristo, Erika and Randy Rodriguez, GP Evaristo Jr., Trina 
Evaristo, Maia Evaristo, Marilou Evaristo, and Joseph Evaristo; 

Great-grandmother of Milo, Lanz, Cheska and Tania, Luigi, Zach and Noah, 
Migui and Bea, Sasha, Mikel and John, and Isabel and Caleb. 

She is at Sto. Domingo Church in Quezon City where Masses 
are said every evening at 7 p.m. The funeral is scheduled 
оп Wednesday, March 22 after the 2 p.m. Mass. 


THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY RECEIVED AN 83 percent 
rating for its compliance to the government's energy manage- 
ment program based on last month's on-the-spot inspection 
conducted by the Energy Utilization Management Bureau of the 
Department of Energy. Director Mario C. Marasigan of the EUMB 
led the spot inspection of NFA's energy conservation measures 
оп electricity and fuel consumption last February 20. Senior 
Deputy Executive Secretary Waldo Flores of the Office of the 
President personally informed NFA administrator Gregorio Y. 
Tan of the agency's energy conservation rating during his visit 
to the agency's central office recently. Under Administrative 
Order 110 "Directing the Institutionalization of a Government 
Management Program (GEMP), the government alms to reduce 
its monthly consumption of electricity (In kilowatt-hours) and 
petroleum products (in liters) by at least 10 percent through the 
implementation of an energy management program for а 
minimum period of three years starting January 2005. The 
administrative order calls for the judicious use of energy 
resources through Intensified conservation efforts and efficient 
utilization to help forestall adverse effect of the crude price 
increases on the country's economic activities. AO 110 also 


‘mandates the ten percent reduction both in the average monthly 
electricity consumption and fuel consumption thru substitution 
or blending of diesel with biofuels. The NFA also got a perfect 
score for designating an Energy Conservation Offlcer manifest- 
ing the agency's serious intent to implement energy conserva- 
lion measures complemented by the issuance of an office order 
‘mandating employees to comply with in-house energy conserva- 
tion directives. Assistant Administrator ог Corporate Adminis- 
tration Concepto R. Irigo has been designated as NFA Energy 
Conservation Officer. Except for the use of coconut methyl ester. 
(CME) blended fuel for service vehicles, the NFA received а 
perfect score In fuel conservation. The NFA is presently testing 
CME blended diesel fuel tor its offical service vehicles. On. 
electricity conservation, the NFA got a high mark for having а 
2nd floor elevator service by-pass both at the main and annex 
buildings and for switching off air-conditioning units from 9 P.M. 
16.4 A.M., setting the alr-conditioning units at fan during lunch 
time and turning off computers/equipment/appllances when not in. 
use. For more information on the NFA's energy conservation 
measures, the public may send their inquiries Ма mobile number 
0917-6210927. 


LASSIHEDS . . 


NOW HIRIN 


NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN that the 


Inthe Name o! God, Mont Велеса Mosi Merc. 
пердета Pripenen 
TAWI-TAWI REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
Nal Bangao, иом. 
be Informed that the Board of Trustees of the Tawi-Tawi Regional 
ial) Bonguo, Tawi-Tawi formally and publicly announces 
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1 National Bute 
в. Applicants proposed vision ти 
эшип four-year period. 
n dalton, applicants are renuested to submit буе (5) sets of formal applications 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION — SMOC. 
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MetroBank savings accounts of the late 
DIVINA B. PERALTA was adjudicated thru 
Extra-Judiclal Settlement by hor surviving. 
heirs and shall be released thru S.P.A. Jesus 
B. Peralta as per Doc. No. 390, Page 77, Book 
IV, Serles о! 2006, of Notary Public Henry 5. 
Banaros, ARN 19348. 
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Globe Kababayan launches 
IDD Phone Card in Hong Kong 


TOR OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS 
(OFWS) in Hong Kong, hearing the voic- 
es of their loved ones over the phone pro- 
vides a vital link to the families and 
homes they dearly miss. Globe 
Kababayan understands the need of 
these modem-day heroes to remain 
closely connected with their relatives and. 
friends, and has consistently introduced 
products and services that address their 
concerns. 

As proof of this commitment to uplift 
the lives of OFWs and their families, 
Globe Kababayan has formed a strategic 
alliance with one of the leading IDD 
phone operators in Hong Kong, Shine- 
town Telecom, to launch its first-ever 
prepaid IDD card. Initially available in 
НК$50 denomination, the Globe 
Kababayan IDD Phone Card enables 
Hong Kong based OFWs to avail of the 
cheapest IDD Phone Card rates on calls 
made to Globe Handyphone and TM 
(Touch Mobile) subscribers in the Philip- 


pines. At the introductory rate of 
HKS1/minute, OFWs enjoy up to 20 per- 
cent savings versus the offerings of other 
IDD Phone Cards in the Hong Kong inar- 
ket. This lets them keep in touch with 
their loved ones in the Philippines with- 
out worrying about expensive costs. 

The Globe Kababayan IDD Phone 
Card was recently launched during the 
25th anniversary celebration of the "Mis- 
sion of Filipino Migrant Workers” at 
Chater Garden in Central Hong Kong. 
Globe Telecom and Shinetown Telecom 
also brought Pinoy artists Dennis Trilo 
and Pretty Trisza to Hong Kong to enter- 
tain the Filipino community. 

“The launch of the firstever Globe 
Kababayan Phone Card in Hong Kong 
shows Globe Telecom's unending pursuit 
to help meet the communication needs 
of more than 100,000 fellow Filipinos in 
Hong Kong. OFWs worldwide and their 
families in the Philippines can still expect 
a wide range of tallorit products and 


UNILAB REACHES OUT TO LEYTE 
LANDSLIDE VICTIMS 

United Laboratories Inc (Unilab), the country's. 
largest and leading pharmaceutical company, 
donated P600,000 worth of medicines to the 
victims of the landslide in St. Bernard, Leyte. 
Unilab likewise conducted a medical mission In 
the community in coordination with the Leyte 
Medical Society and the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD). internally, 
Unilab launched a donations campaign where 
Unilab employees donated clothes, canned 
goods and other items which will be turned over 
to the affected families. Unilab's immediate re- 
sponse to the Leyte tragedy is consistent with its 
social mission to take a meaningful role during 
times of national emergencies. It undertakes 
such initiatives in partnership with the con- 
‘cerned local chapter of the Philippine Medical 
‘Association (PMA) and concerned government 
agencies. Shown in photo are (from left) Unilab 
district manager for Leyte and Samar Armando 
Juanengo Jr., DSWD representatives Pauline 
Liza Nadera and Bridhette Espejo. 


services from Globe in the months to 
come,” affirms Alan C. Supnet, Globe 
‘Telecom's head of international OFWs 
and business development. 

This new effort complements the ex- 
isting cross-border reloading (Intema- 
tional AutoloadMAX and Intemational 
Shareaload) and remittance services 
(G-Cash and Quick Remit and Load) that 
allow seamless communication between 
OFWs and their families. Globe 
Kababayan also extends assistance 
through а membership program that 
provides special local and IDD сай rates, 
discounts at selected establishments, and 
relevant information via an exclusive 
cellphone menu. Simply text GK to 2242 
for free, or visit the Globe Kababayan 
website: wwwglobekababayan.com ph 

So what are you waiting for? Tell your 
loved ones in Hong Kong to try the ser- 
vices of Globe Kababayan and experi- 
ence the emp benefits and 
strengthened relationships that it offers. 


PSBank offers upgraded 
deposit products 


PSBANK, THE COUNTRYS 2ND 
largest savings bank, continues to 
improve customer offerings with its 
upgraded deposit products using 
the electronic Signature Verification 
System (SVS) that has made signa- 
ture verification simpler for bank 
transactions. You may now transact 
with more ease, speed and conve- 
nience with your checking and sav- 
ings accounts using the SVS. 

"This revitalized over-the-counter 
convenience started after the suc- 
cess of the SVS launch in 2004. Be- 
fore the SVS was in place, inter- 
branch withdrawal or check encash- 
ment entailed longer waiting time 
to verify signatures from a transact- 
ing clients branch of account. Now 
with SVS, jou can encash checks at 
any PSBank branch with more com- 
fort making your transaction time 
shorter and giving you more time 
for other important matters. 

Al PSBank branches are 
equipped with the full range of au- 
tomated systems unique to PSBank. 
They make banking simpler and 
faster, allowing you to transact at 
any PSBank branch nationwide as if 
you're dealing with the same ease 
and convenience of dealing with 
your own branch of account. 

PSBanks improvement of service 


was through a customer sur- 
vey conducted last year. 98 percent 
of depositors who transacted over- 
the-counter with PSBank were satis- 
fied with the service rendered to 
them. The research also showed 
courtesy and efficiency of tellers 
who were given a high rating by the 
depositors. 

You too can experience this per- 
sonalized and direct service from 
their bank personnel when you do 
over-the-counter transactions using 
your savings and checking ac- 
counts. 

With assets of about P545 billion 
at year-end 2005, PSBank is the sec- 
ond largest among the 84 thrift 
banks in the country The bank ac- 
counts for about 16 percent of the 
total thrift banking sector assets, 
about 16 percent of total loans, 19 
percent of total deposits, and 11 
percent of total capital. 

PSBanks focus on customer sat- 
isfaction, its 45-year track record of 
solid growth and commitment to 
providing innovative. products and 
services, reinforces PSBank's repu- 
tation for service, stability and 
strength. PSBank encourages every- 
опе to open an account with them 
to experience their improved ser- 
vices. 
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ADVIL WINS TWO SILVERS AT 2005 NEW YORK FESTIVAL 


Atter going head to head with hundreds of con- 
tenders from ай over the world, Advil bags two 
Silver World Medals from the 2005 New York In- 
ternational Advertising Festivals. The winning 
entries were the lamppost banners and dura- 
trans that competed in the Festival's Print and 
Outdoor Category. Created by TBWA\Santiago 
Mangada Puno, the series dramatized pain 
brought on by headache making creative use of 
the medium to get the message across. These 


were part of the More Powerful than Pain cam- 
paign launched in 2004. Photo shows TBWA\ 
presenting the New York Festival trophies to 
‘Wyeth Consumer Healthcare. Shown are (from 
left): Laveena Pessumal, account supervisor, 
TBWA\; Rachelle Gamboa, senior product man- 
ager, WCH; Tong Puno, managing partner, ТВ- 
WAY Gary Mendoza, country manager, WCH; 
Edwin Kulzon, marketing director, WCH; Isabel 
Santillan, account director, TBWA\. 


ALLIANCE SOFTWARE OPENS SUBSIDIARY IN TOKYO, JAPAN 


“A Ol 2 


Alliance Software Inc, 
a 100 percent Filipino- 
‘owned company, an- 
nounces the opening 
ofits subsidiary, Al- 
liance Software Japan 
Inc in Tokyo, Japan. 
The new company is a 
joint venture undertak- 
ing with Securia Co. 
Ltd. in photo are the. 
management and di- 
rectors of Alliance. i 

Software Japan inc — * 

(ASJ) paying a courtesy visit to Ambassador 
Domingo L. Siazon at the Philippine Embassy last 
January to announce the opening of Alliance 
Software Japan Inc. Shown are (from left): Sher- 


win D. Yu, director, ASJ; Robert J. Cheng, board " 
chair, ASJ; Ambassador Domingo L. Siazon, 

Philippine Ambassador to Japan; Mieko Kubo, `$ 
president/CEO, ASJ; Yoshi lsano, director, ASJ. ‘s 


€ $ 


т 


BAKER & MCKENZIE MEETS PARTNERS OF QUISUMBING TORRES f 


John Conroy, chair of the executive committee of 
Baker & McKenzie recently met the partners of 
Quisumbing Torres in Manila. Shown are (seated 
from let) partners Shirley F: Alinea; Jocelyn б. Reyes; 
Elzzbeth B. Opena: John Conroy, Baker & McKenzie. 
Chair, Ricardo PC. Castro Jr, managing partner, and 
partner Leo G. Dominguez: (standing from left): Mary 
Grace L. Nitorreda, Quisumbing Torres chiet operat- 
ing officer; partners Corelio В. Abuda, Perices R. 


Casuela, Andre Philippe G. Betta, Rodrigo Lope S. *1* 
Ошто. Craig Courter, Baker & Mckenzie chief opr 
ating officer, and partners Laurence B. Arroyo, Em- $ 
manuel S. Buenaventura, Gil Roberto L. Zerrudo and, 
Christopher L. Lim. Baker & МеКепде is a globai ngt 
work of more tan 3,100 lawyers and 5,200 other - 
professionals and statin 70 offices in 38 counties 
Quisumbing Torres is its member frm in the Philip- 
pines with a total of 49 lawyers, including 18 partners: 
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ASIANLIFE HOLDS IST ANNUAL AWARDS NIGHT 


Asianlife Financial Assurance Corp, 
member ofthe ATR-Kim Eng Group of 
Companies, held its 1st Annual Awards 
Night last Feb. 23 at the Legend Villas. 
Shown in photo are (from left: chair 
Ramon Arnaiz; Fora Tayo, DepEd Re- 


gional Manager of the Year, Gemmalyn 
Placa, qualifier; Paula dela Cruz, OL Fi 
nancial Consultant of the Year; Dra. 
Hope Lorena Go, 2nd Top OL Financial 
Consultant of the Year, Tzarmine Alaba 
‘and Loma Cabang, qualifiers. 


PeopleSupport expands its BPO 
services to South America 


PEOPLESUPPORT INC A LEADING 
business process outsourcing (BPO) 
provider that offers customer man- 
agement, transcription, captioning, 
accounts receivable management 
and additional BPO services, an- 
nounced that itis expanding its op- 
erations to provide customer man- 
agement services in Spanish to a 
new Fortune 500 client. 
PeopleSupport will provide cus- 
tomer management services in En- 
glish from its existing world-class 
facilities in the Philippines, and in 
Spanish from new facilities in Costa 
Rica. PeopleSupport plans to build a 
state-of-the-art ВРО facility in San 
Jose, Costa Rica, and use its proven 
Service delivery platform to expand 
its operations to this new geogra- 
phy, The new facilities will be cus- 
tom built to initially service the 
company’s new financial services 
dient. The new facilities are ap- 
proximately 34,000 square feet and 
could support upto 500 seats. 
"This new client relationship for 
PeopleSupport will enable the com- 


pany to expand its operations to 
Costa Rica, where we see excellent 


tion to supporting а new client in 
Costa Rica, our existing clients have 
shown interest in geographic diver- 
sification. Costa Rica offers an edu- 
cated, Spanish and English-speak- 
ing workforce at reasonable wages, 
and we believe our new capabilities 
їп Costa Rica will be very comple- 
mentary to our operations in the 
Philippines.” 

Meanwhile, centers in the Philip- 
pines continue to expand with its 
recent announcement of the open- 
ing of a new recruitment office in 
Davao City. Operations in Manila 
and Cebu grow weekly as they ac- 
tively hire eReps (customer service 
representatives),  transcriptionists, 
collection associates and other cor- 
porate positions. For a complete list 
of job openings, visit the website at 
www peoplesupportcom. 
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A State Fair at The Legacy Cli 
«Clips 


EXPERIENCE LIFE IN THE GREAT AMERICAN 
South as Ayala Land Premier presents “А State Fair 
at The Legacy" on March 26, at the Pavilion of The 
Legacy at Montgomery Place. This celebratory event 
marks the completion of The Legacy's Pavilion, and most 

importantly, the start of turnover for the first tranche of the development. 
For details about the event and The Legacy at Montgomery Place, call 728- 
7000. The Legacy at Montgomery Place is located along E. Rodriguez Av- 
enue in Quezon City. Model units available for viewing on-site. 


LPMC Ist Post Graduate Course 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS OF THE LAS PIÑAS MEDICAL CENTER 
shall hold its 1st Post Graduate Course entitled Pediatric Challenges: 2006, 
from March 22-23, at the Vivere Suites, Alabang, Muntilupa City. Dubbed as 
Pediatric Challenges, theme for this year’s convention aims to update par- 
ticipants in the care and management of different pediatric problems, dis- 
cuss pediatric diseases of special concern, local and global and to discuss. 
the nurses role in pediatric care. On-site registration fe is P1,000. For more 
information contact 800-5695 (trunkline) Sedi Chua local 0, M Lany 
Sayo,RN / Marlyn Flores RN, local 506 and Leslie Gonzales local 508. 


2nd Dr. Rodrigo B. Floro Memorial Cup 

THE ASIAN HOSPITAL GOLF CLUB WILL HOLD THE 2ND DR. RODRIGO B. 
Foro Memorial Cup on Wednesday, March 22 at the Palmer Course of tha Or- 
chard бой and Country Club, Gen. E. Aguinaldo Km. 27 Highway, Dasmariñas, 
Cavite. Registration is on March 22 from 8 to 9:30 a.m. at the main lobby of 
The Orchard. Shot-Gun Tee-Off will start at 10 a.m. For more information and 
for pre-tournament fight arrangements, interested parties may сай golf direc- 
tors D ke Mendoza at 0917-6203900 or Dr. Marc Reyes at 0917-5311911. 


20 Spongebob toys now at Burger King 
BURGER KING BRINGS 20 EXCLUSIVE LOST iN TIME SPONGEBOB TOYS 
to you via ts 30 restaurant locations. There are 20 ways to get any of the 20 
Spongebob toys. Get any number of toys for only P45 each with any ‘single 
purchase of any of the 10 BK Savers Combos or 10 Value Meals. That's a to- 
fal of 20 meal options. There are 5 kinds of Spongebob toys availabe for the 
little ones every week. Toys available until March 28 only, hurry! 


Protect your ideas 

ТО HELP THE PUBLIC GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO PROTECT 
Theritetecual properties, the Center for Global Best Practices б. nos. 642-7148 
and 842-7159), п coleboraon with Poblador Bautista а Reyes Law Offices, wil 
be holding a seminar entitied, “Essential Guide to Patents, Copyrights and Trade- 
marks" on Friday, Aprl 7, at the Peninsula Mani. The seminar wi feature a panel 
af resource speakers who are expers in the feid ol intelectual properly and are 
members ot Pobiador Bautista & Reyes Law Оез, wich is renowned for its 
раке in the feid of IP. Lawyer Gibert T. Reyes, who is a senior partner and head 
Gf ne inet Property Department, is an authonty in intelectual Property Law 
and has ed IP enforcement natives for various cients, Incudng intal, Levis and 
‘San Miguel Corp. Lawyer Jaime G. Hofliefia, also a senior partner, has a vast expe- 
fence In intelectual property ligation and enforcement ала underwent rain in 
“apan in the area ol Industrial Propert Rights. Lawyer Brigite da Costa- Vilauz 


The new ‘firebrand’. 


y infashion - FG 
ENTER FG! THE NEWEST DENIM 
outfitter, lifestyle, street wear for 
teens who want to make the difer- 
ence. Characterized as an innova- ^ 
tive specialist in denim fashion for 
ieens.FGushersinnewtech- — 7 
niques and applications in clothings 
design and development. FG is 
modem. pop and edoy, hails non- 
Conformity and defies the norms i 
fashion, rebellious as its wearer. 
FG combines extraordinary look, 
comfort and function with its tops 
and bottoms collection. Check out 
FG stall SM Department Stores 


has extensive exposure in IP infringement, unfair competition cases and opposi~ 
tion of trademark registrations, and has handled various cases relating to intellec- 
tual property rights enforcement, trademarks and patent registration. The seminar 
‘will iso feature Lawyer Adrian S. Cristobal, Jc, director-general of the Intellectual 
Property Office of the Philippines, as quest resource speaker 


Hari welcomes foreign delegates to Manila 
ONCE AGAIN, HYUNDAI GATHERS ITS ASSOCIATES FROM 18 COUNTRIES > t 
‘across the Asia-Pacific region to take part in this year's Global Dealers Seminat. 4 
The seminar to be held at tha Makati Shangri-La Hotel from March 21 023, - 
aims to further advance Hyund as a global brand and o strengthen felow- — , 
Ships among its business partners. In ine with these objectives, the conference } 
introduces new business strategles and marketing plans critically developed by S 
Hyundai Motor Company and gives recognition to the year's most dedicated 
dealers and distributors. Hosted by Hyundai Asia Resources Inc, the. conference} 
Celebrates business partnerships and camaraderie trough corporate gather- 
nos and leisure activities Including singing and karaoke challenges and an ex- 
tiing рой tournament in Cavite. The 2006 Global Dealers Seminar s spear- 
headed by Hyundal Motor СОЗ execute vice resident Bong Gou Lee, who 
takes pride in Hyundars fast-growing reputation for building dependable yet at- 
fordable cars for a broad base of consumers from across the globe. 


oin the American Idol trivia challenge 
TEST YOUR IDOL IQ AND ENTER THE AMERICAN IDOL KNOW-IT-ALL TRIVIA + 
artes To loin, simply log on to www startv convidol, І out the entry orm with | 
your personal and cable subscription detalls, and answer he folowing questions: 
Y) Name one f the 24 American Idol contestants 2) Name ona ad showing dur- 
ing the American idol show on Star World; and 3) Why do you think you're the ul- 
timate Idol fanatic in the Philippines? Registration is free and deadline for : submis- 
‘sion of entries is on March 30, at 5 p.m. Selected subscribers will be chosen to pite 
their American Idol smarts against other fans at the Idol Trivia grand finals to be 
held on Sunday, Aprl 9, at the Giorietta 4 Park, Ayala Canter, Мака! Ciy. The win- 
тег vill ot an al-bxpense paid tip to Los Angles for id's Season 5 finale. 
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P1.476B lent to state-run firms as of Feb. 


Napocor, Naia, NEA lead list of borrowers 


Introducing--three premium choices to 
maximize your investments. 


TD Account 


Term 


Minimum 


Placement. Interest Rate 


Premium ONE 


1 Year 


P50,000 | 8.00% p.a. 


Premium TWO 


2 Years 


P50,000 | 8.25% p.a. 


Premium THREE 


3 Years 


P50,000 | 8.50% p.a. 


+ Interest paid out monthly 
* Rates subject to withholding tax 
+ Rates net of Documentary Stamp Tax 


+ Rates may change without prior notice. 
* Terms and Conditions apply. 


Philippine Bank of Communications 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT LENT 
P1.476 billion to state-owned compa- 
nies inthe first two months of the year, 
according to data from the Depart- 
ment of Finance. 

The government lends to govern- 
ment-owned and controlled corpora- 
tions (GOCCs) and government fi- 
nancial institutions (СЕ) to help 
plug their budget gaps. 

According to DOF figures, gross lend- 
ing to GOCCs and GFIs for the first two 
months reached P2.741 billion, while 
payment collection from the state- 
‘owned firms stood at P1.265 billion. 

‘The National Power Corp. (Napoc- 
of), assets of which are offered for 
privatization, was the biggest bor- 
rower from the national government, 


‘Pecan we T8 Apt enn car VA Ref St, 1728 Mabel Оу e Tu Une ED TRD Eri optem am ө vete SA 


with P439 million in loans. 

Next was the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport (Naia), which borrowed 
P300 million from the national govem- 
ment during the two-month period. 


Other borrowers included the NPC- 
Casecnan with P897 million; National 
Electrification Authority (NEA), P260 
million; Technological Livelihood Re- 
search Center (TLRC), P93 million; Lo- 
cal Water Utilities Administration 
(DNUA), P124 million; National Devel- 
opment Co. (NDC), P24 million; Light 
Rail Transit Authority (ШЕТА), P20 mil- 
lion; Philippine National Ой Co-Explo- 
ration Development Corp (PNOC-EDC), 
P20 million; Philippine Ports Authority 
(PPA), P4 million; Land Bank of the 
Philippines (LBP), P3 million; PNOC, P1 
million; Philippine National Construc- 
tion Corp. (PNCC), P2 million; National 
lrigaton Authority-Caseenan, P531 
million; and МЕАМесо (Visayas Electric 
Cooperative), P23 millon. 

The P1.476bilion net lending to 
state-owned companies in the first two 
months ofthe year formed part ofthe na- 
tional government's expense. 

Expenses during the first two 
months reached P177.326 billion. 
With revenue collection for the two 


months reaching only P136.923 bil- 
lion, the national government's bud- 
get deficit stood at P40.403 billion. 

"The budget deficit for the two-month 
period, however, was well within the 
P48.1-billion ceiling set by fiscal author- 
ies for the period, but was slightly 
higher than then P40.1 billion recorded 
during the same period of last year. 

The DOF has called on GOCCs and 
GFIs to improve their financial opera- 
tions to lessen their dependence on 
the national government, and there- 
fore help in efforts to attain a bal- 
anced budget by 2008. 

For 2006, the government wants to 
reduce the full-year budget deficit to only 
P125 billion from P146.5 billion in 2005. 

Fiscal authorities are developing a 
scorecard system for GOCCs and GFIs to 
encourage better fiscal discipline. Under 
the scorecard system, state-owned firms 
‘would be given revenue targets. 

Fiscal incentives or penalties 
would be meted out based on their 
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ESULTS 


Choose the inexpensive HP Color Laserjet 2600n and find out how 
color can dramatically enhance the look of your projects. Backed by 
Instanton Technology that makes sure you print your first page up to 


353% faster* than 


her brands (or 1st page out in 20 secs or less}, 
the HP Color LaserJet pri 


saves you cost and fime to focus on your 


business. In addition, HP. Color LaserJet printers are equipped with 
inline printing technology that allow you to print color as fast as 
printing black & white. And with a free iPod**, choosing any of these 
HP Color Laserjet printers is а sound decision. 
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1-800-1331-6688 


Get а FREE iPod when you get any 
of the participating HP printers!** 


PROMO MECHANICS: 

1. Boy ony of he participating HP printers" * Кот porcipting 
reselers^ ond receive о FREE Pod Shuffle or Моло. 

2. Cosiomers neod ю preset the Е 
+ Soles ivoica/Oficil Receipt 
$ Printer serial number sicker 
7 Promo sicker cut ost [ol required information should be 

completely iid up] 

nn 
Fox or esci io Acropolis Beverwerks с/о Kristino Reyes: 
Fax no: 7470184. 
Emoiloddren: kristino@acrobeover.com.ph 
Tel по: 687-4884 ю 84 
А сове representative wil сой i inform yos of your 
соттоо recip! number ond advise you of orongemans 
in Сотир your Pod, 
Preset бе promo sicker, seriol number cl out ond 
о photocopy о бә invoice upon delivery ofthe iPod. 
Promo duration is rom Febroary 15 ю Morch 31,2006. 
Cintomers may redeem thir hos iPod valid uni 
May 31, 2008, 


SMART ADVICE>SMART TECHNOLOGY » SMART SUPPORT 


1-800-1441-6688 or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 
Visit your nearest authorized HP resellers 
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performance against the scorecard. 


Ethanol deals 
hanging in 
the balance 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE SLOW PASSAGE OF THE PENDING BIO- 
fuels Bill is hindering the progress of ethanol 
projects in the country, according to the 
Philippine Fuel Ethanol Alliance. 

"Investors have disclosed that the only fac- 
tor delaying the progress of ethanol projects 
is the slow passage of the bill,” the group 
said. 

Since the Biofuels Bill would mandate the 
sale and use of bio-ethanol at blends rang- 
ing from 5 percent to 10 percent, the group 
said this would create the market for 
ethanol. 

The Ethanol Alliance said the passage of 
the bill would generate a guaranteed annual 
demand of between 200 million and 400 mil- 
lion liters of ethanol. 

This, the group said, would encourage 
prospective investors to infuse capital into the 
fledgling industry 

‘According to the group's estimates, at least 
14 ethanol production facilities with production 
‘capacities of at least 100,000 liters a day would 
be needed to meet the expected ethanol de- 
‘mand once the bill is passed into law. 

Using industry benchmarks, the group 
placed the required investment to construct, 
develop and maintain such facilities ata mini- 
mum of P2 billion. 

This would include the production of crops 
such as sugarcane, corn and cassava that 
would be used as feedstock for the plant, the 
group said, 

British firm Bronzeoak Ltd., through local 
arm Bronzeoak Philippines, will be investing 
P1.5 billion to bankroll the construction of a 
dedicated ethanol plant in Southern Bukid- 
mon. 

The new plant will have a capacity of 
150,000 liters a day, bigger than the plant 
that Bronzeoak is currently constructing, 
in partnership with the National Develop 
ment Corp., in San Carlos, Negros Occiden- 
tal 

Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri said 
Bronzeoak would put up the plant whether or 
not the pending Biofuels Bill, which would 
provide fiscal and non-fiscal incentives to in- 
dustry players, is passed. 


Nestlé awards 
outstanding 
health projects 


NESTLE PHILIPPINES, INC. RECENTLY REC- 
ognized the five outstanding health and nutri- 
tion programs in the Philippines, 

‘The award-winning programs are: 

The Family Health & Well-being Pro- 
gram, a program initiated by Aloma Abrantes, 
а concerned resident of Barangay Pagsawi- 
tan, Santa Cruz, Laguna 

© The Health Care Program of the Devel- 
‘opment Bank of the Philippines (DBP) 

© The Integrated Malnutrition Rehabilita- 
tion Program, a program initiated by the Mu- 
nicipal Nutrition Committee of Calinog, lloilo 

• The New Lucena LGU Nutri-Health Pro- 
gram 

© The Kataguan Watch First Meal Project, 
a program initiated by а non-government or- 
ganization based in Baguio City. 

The search is part of the "Choose wellness, 
choose Nestle” program, an advocacy effort 
by Nestlé to promote wellness, 
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EXERCISE eases 
menopause woes 


/C4 


MONDAY ARTS & 8664 


of Levis Engineered Jeans, denim 
wear that's designed for freedom of 
movement, comes the Levi's Engineered 
Jeans Freedom Camp. 
“The two-day camp, set to be held April 1-2 
dat the Market! Market! Activity Center in Fort 
Bonifacio, celebrates freedom through 
freestyle dancing and fun sporting activities. 

Орел to everyone in the 15-25 age group, 
the Freedom Camp offers freestyle basketball, 
dancing, football, zipping and climbing. 

Participants who compete in all five activi- 
ties are entitled to a Freedom Camp Loot Bag 
with free Levis Engineered Jeans Freedom 
‘Camp shirt plus Snickers bars and promo items 
from Mizuno and Andl. 

‘There will also be raffle prizes from Levi's 
such as Levi's Engineered Jeans, watches and 
eyewear. 

Participants in the three competitive activi- 
ties of freestyle basketball, football and dance- 
off will vie for top cash prizes of P20,000, 
P10,000 and PS,000. In addition to the cash 
prizes, the fustprize winner of each three 
events shall also receive a Levis Engineered 
Jeans gift check, Levi's eyewear and a Levi's 
watch. 

Entry forms are available at participating 
Levi's Stores at Levi's Glorietta, Rockwell, Ala- 
bang Town Center, Festival Mall, SM Mega- 
mall, Sta. Lucia East, Gateway, Shangri-la 
Plaza, Market! Market!, Eastwood Cybermall 
and Robinsons Galleria, Ermita and Metro 
East. 


H OT ON THE HEELS OF THE LAUNCH 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MAGBAYAD NG 
C TAMANG BUWIS. 


аро ау April 17 desaine: , 


, Levis Engineered Jeans 
rA р? invites the youth to compete: 
EPP " Ы 
in freestyle dancing and ғ 
po H ы. = 
sporting activities on April 1-2 


f 


Ferdinand 
“Dedick” 
Manansala will 
sharehis 
amazing 
basketball 


ULTRA-ATHLETIC 
Jeena Lopez will = + 
give valuable he pn 
free climbing. W d 


LORRAINE 
Lapuz vill help. 
aspiring 
Zippers We deliver anywhere in (he Philippines! 
To request for an entry form via e-mail, text master {Sale unul April 7, 2006) 
REG LEJ your email address and send to Deitingand [Glutathione skin whitener: P15. «Green Tea: РА. 
А 0917-8566323. авз Seine. Omg: P5. «Nat Vitamin E: P6 
Accomplished entry forms must be dropped pa sPolicosanol: P10. «Alpha Lipoic Acid: P9. 
into drop boxes at said stores or faxed to «Grapeseed Ext. P6. eSilymarin. 250mg: P9. 
8945425 on or before March 24. Chlorella: PS. «Mangosteen. 500mg: P9. 
Once registered, participation in the camp Jeans. There will be-prizes for participants in lucosamine. 750mg: P10. Arginine: P7. 
just be confirmed by calling the Levis Free- the best Levi's gear. Available: Herbs for high cholesterol, diabetes, 
raid dom Camp hotline at8945425 from March 27- Qualifying rounds for the three competitive | obesity. impotence, cancer, UTI, ards. BPH 
em nee. уе 30 from 10 a.m. 4 p.m. events willbe on April 1-2. Final rounds will be 
‘All competitors are required to wear Levis on April 2. 


The ride of your life be 


with the win of a lifetime. 


Only from the credit cards that can 


For a chance to win the Porsche Boxster, simply charge 
a minimum purchase of P1,000 to your BPI Edge or Mini-Edge Credit Card. 


Every P1,000 purchase entities you to one raffle entry. The more entries, the more chances to win. 


To apply fora BPI Edge, visit any BPI м 
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JOJO and Henry Zabarte, Allana Montelibano and Citoy Lopez are 


PAL frequent travelers. 
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SVP Lizanne Uychaco 


A new addition 
to your travel plans 


PAL'S Babsie Aragon, Gina Martinez and 
singer Champagne Morales 


MONS Tantoco and Philippine Tatler's Anton 
San Diego, with PAL's Ria Domi 


noy 
eed XY 
POPULAR Grace 
Glory Go 


AVING A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS 
Н 
is definitely a milestone that пог 
many companies can lay claim to, dahlings. 
So, when two corporate giants sharing this 
achievement merge, expecta big blast. 

‘Our favorite pal, Philippine Airlines, and Phil- 
am Insurance marked their 60 years of service 
by introducing a partnership, Travelplans, а 
comprehensive travel insurance coverage, spe- 
cially developed for PAIS Mabuhay Miles mem- 
bers, palangges. 

‘havelplans was launched at the swinging 
Mezze in Greenbelt 2. Welcoming invitees in 
their "605 outfit were brilliant Jaime Bautista, 
PAIS hotshot president and COO, and well 
spected José Cuisia, Philamlife Groups 
president and CEO. 

The instant moi walked in, fet the 60s party 
mood. Mezze's fantastic finger food and booze 
were being served. A short program was hosted 
by eye-catching young singer Champagne 
Morales and Philam' Jing Zara. Trés charmant 
Anton du Plesis, Philam Insurance's dashing 
president and CEO, invited everyone to join him 
inatoast. 

Well-respected Henry Sy Uy, PAL executive 
vice president for commercial group; Felix 
Cruz, PAL vice president for marketing support; 
and Nettes Lalisan, Philam Insurance vice pres- 
ident for accident and health, raised their '60s- 
colored cocktails to the travel essential partner- 
ship. 

Mabuhay Miles’ secret weapon and wonder 
woman, eye-catching Ria Domingo, was defi- 
nitely the hostess with the mostest as she enter- 
tainéd invitees E 

A comedy skit by the talented triumvirate of 
Leo Martinez, Jon Santos and Nanette Inven- 
tor followed. To add excitement to the night, 
two round-trip business class tickets for exciting 
Beijing, with a five-day Trav- 
elplans coverage, were raf- 
fled off. Big winners that 
evening were beautiful Eva. 
Abesamis and... hey, youre 
right, palanggas! Is, oh yes. 
Ж Maurice, which sent my 
adrenaline up from excite- 
ment. 

Tt was а totally fun hap- 
pening that lasted way, way 
past 11 p.m. Well, that's par- 
tying PAL style, palanggos 


о 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Fabulous renovation 

Jt was like the opening of a new wing of 
Japan's imperial palace when Makati Shangri- 
La opened the grand doors of its fabulous reno- 
vated Japanese restaurant, Inagiku. 

Cosmo Manilles sociedad, hotshot expatri- 
ates, chic diplomatic corps and business mag- 
mates were met by а bevy of Japanese beauties 
«ай in authentic, silk brocade kimonos. They 
Jed us through an awesome acrylic-covered fish- 
pond walkway, to the mezzanine, where cock- 
tails and finger food were served, palanggas. 


[> 


LOURDES Juco, Shangri-La's director of sales and marketing; and 
José and Chloe Periquet 


ONE of the guests of honor, business magnate Tonyboy Cojuangco, with hotshot chair of 
‘Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts-Philippines Tom Zita, and Gretchen Barretto 


АМ EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
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MABUHAY Miles Premier Elite’s Angie and Raul Buan with Philamlife 
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PAES top honchos, EVP Henry So Uy and VP Bong Cruz; Philamlife Group president José Cuisia, PAL president Jaime 
Bautista and Philam Insurance president Anton du Plesis 


The mezzanine had a fab facelift, tumed into 
a traditional Japanese courtyard, with elegant 
glass-walled fountains. It was a sight to behold. 

‘A samurai struck the gong, the sound rever- 
berating throughout the hotel, to announce the 
opening of the grand door. Dashing gentleman 
for all seasons Tom Zita, mega chair of Shangri- 
La Hotels and Resorts Philippines, unveiled the 
restaurant. 

Trés trés charmant general manager, the pop- 
шаг Jarlath Lynch, with Sigi Bierbaumer, the 

hotel's elegant resident man- 

ager, and good-looking Ran- 

dal Linhart, the hotel's top se- 

cret weapon and director of 

food and beverage who is the 

brilliant mind behind the mag- 

A% nificent affair, welcomed the 

j chichi invitees to the eye 
catching Inagiku. 

The restaurant now exudes 

a contemporary Asian vibe 

that brings together traditional 

and modem Japanese ele- 
ments, creating a tré sophisticated and modern 
atmosphere where everyone can indulge in the 
finest of Japanese cuisine, dahlings. 

Mega-talented Christopher Romine, the ho- 
telis whiz executive chef, and his gifted rah-rah 
team, demonstrated their flair for reinterpreting 
Japanese culinary traditions with an excellent 
Seven-course meal. 

Simply divine were the delicate Boiled Zuwai 
Crab, Shrimp Ball and Mushrooms wrapped in 
egg and paired with steamed rice, and mush- 
room in Japanese Soup. For dessert, Manille's 
super rich and sometimes famous were treated 
to an exotic Wintermelon and Sweet Miso Sor- 
bet that was to-die for, palanggas. 

Among those who couldn't stop saying “this is 
really a fantastic restaurant, and it's totally one 
ofakind" were Grace Glory Go; fashion 
chameleon Tessa Prieto, dashing in from anoth- 
er appointment, with her southern husband 
Dennis Valdes; brilliant couturier Rajo Laurel, 
who did a magnificent job designing the elegant 
Inagiku uniforms; Philippine Tatler's super as 
set, adorable Chit Lijauco; my pal Pepper Tee- 
hankee; fashionably slim Mons Romulo and 
her hubby, suave Sander Tantoco; Bulletinis 
one-of-a-kind, my palangga, Ethel Timbol; 
handsome couple Jolly and Gigi Mabanta; my 
favorite "ie gal of TV stunning femme de monde 
Ces Drilon; the inimitable Marietta Santos; 
and Metro Society's Raul Manzano with Mia 
Borromeo; plus so many others like them, who 
“swear to be back for more of the best of 
Japanese gourmand delights." palangeas. 
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TOP cardiologist Dr. Randy Francisco and 
wife, Irene Martel F of Philippine Tatier 


MABUHAY Miles team: (standi 


Krissy Enriquez and Isabel Pabl 
Binky Hilado 


MABUHAY Miles 
member Boy Garcia 


) Kit Javier, Mary Ann Timbol, 
Peggy Calawod, Jenn Alberto and 


TRAVELPLANS launch team: Philam's Jing Zara, PAL's sultry beauty 
Val Venturina, Philam's Phil Mio, Јо Talan and Cez Castro 


DEBBIE Cuyegkeng of PAL 
and gorgeous head-turner 
Abby Arenas 


GLAM GALS: Shangri-La’s Joy 
Wassmer and TV's Ces Огейа- 
Drilon 


SHANGRI-LA Makati's 
unmatchable GM Jarlath Lynch 
and Singapore Airline's mega 
asset Rita Dy 
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THE SCENARIO IS ALL TOO 
familiar. Is Monday morning, 
the week has barely started. 

But waking up and getting out of bed 
seems difficult. Instead of jumping, you 
drag yourself out of bed. What seems to 
bethe problem? 


Under the weather 

No two daysare ever alike, especially 
when it comes to energy levels. But if 
you've been feeling not quite yourself, 
maybe you are simply suffering from vi- 
tamin deficiency. 

Studies show that people who are 
borderline-deficient of Vitamins С and 
B may show signs of irritability, ner- 
vousness and depression. Natural 
sources are: 

Vitamin C—spinach, broccoli, straw- 
berries, green/red pepper, potatoes, 
tomatoes, citrus fruits/oranges, guavas 

Vitamin B—sweet corn, eggs, brown 
rice, liver, fish, green vegetables, 
seeds/nuts, dairy, poultry, lean meats, 
unrefined сегел] grains, legumes 


DR. PIE Calayan 


Spirits may be behind 
the unexplainable 


AIN.MY RADIO PROGRAM OVER DZMM 
‘SistMarch 12, 1 had: as-guest a well- 
ipid and muli-awarded Bicolana 
‘movie actress we shall call Lisa. 

She first came to the attention of 
the moviegoing public as a bold star 
who appeared in flimsy clothes. She 
‘was among those who started the 
trend of appearing in revealing wet 
clothes. She had a well-proportioned, 
‘eye-popping body. 

‘That was, maybe, 25 years ago. She 
still looks attractive despite her age, 
and is still active in the film industry. 

Unknown to the public, and even to 
herself, Lisa is а natural psychic. Ever 
since she was a child, she could see 
spirits and the human aura. She didn’t 
know she was the only one who could 
see them. So she stopped talking 
about these invisible creatures. 

During the radio program, she re- 
vealed how things would just materi- 
alize in front of her when she wanted 
them, including one time when a live 
chicken dropped from out of nowhere 
in front of her inside her house be- 
cause she wanted to eat chicken. 

She could tell when somebody was 
going to have an accident, or was going 
to die. Bur she kept this knowledge to 
herself for fear of being labeled insane 
orweird. 


Invisible forces 

{lt took her a long time to come out 
‘of the closet. And, when she decided 
to, unknown invisible forces prevent- 
ed her from revealing more. 

During the show, she went into a 
trance to channel a message from a 
spirit. That portion was not heard on 
the air though there was no power in- 
terruption. Listeners could hear our 
voices, only her voice disappeared. 

It happened twice. Listeners from a 
wide sector of Luzon sent text mes- 
sages saying they did not hear what she 
said when she was channeling the spir- 
it. The text messages came from Mal- 
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Energy lost is energy regained 


(beans, peas), fruits 

The saying use it or lose itis true. Ex- 
ercise is one of the fastest ways to re- 
gain your strength. Even if you “feel” 
you shouldn’t do any activity, fight it— 
maybe you are just plain lazy. 

Аз soon as you hit the road, briskly 
walking, you will start feeling much 
better. 

Check your iron levels. If you've been 
feeling worn out, check the color of 
your tongue. If it is pale, it may mean 
you have an iron deficiency or are ane- 
mic. See your doctor. 


Sappers and zappers 

Know the things that can drain you 
versus the things that can recharge 
you. 

Sapping... insomnia, restless sleep, 
caffeine, cigarettes, alcohol, sleeping 
pills, stress, negative people, negative 
emotions, medications (prolonged use) 

Zapping... deep, slow breathing, 
meditation, sleeping/napping, proper 
diet, hydration (drinking loads of wa- 
ter), a good laugh, music, happy people 


INSIDE 
і OUT 


Cory 
Quirino 


Important tips... Sometimes, the 
wackiest activity can recharge you. Vis- 
it the zoo. It’s time you revisited it. The 
Manila Zoo or Avillon (in Montalban) 
ought to revive your spirits, especially if 
you stand before an orangutan or mon- 
keys and watch them do their antics. 

‘An aging orangutan at the Tagaytay 


Highlands zoo has the most expressive 
funny face. 


Increase your carbohydrate intake 


when you feel drained. This wili surely 
raise your energy. 


Ifyou are allergic or havea history of 


allergies, remember there is such a 
thing as “red wine” fatigue that allergy 
sufferers fall prey го. Ifyou wonder why 


you are not up to par after a night of 
moderate drinking, know that achy si- 
nuses are caused by drinking red wine 
that tends to dilate blood vessels and 
cause sinus pressure. 

Reduce your stress by saying no to 
things you do not enjoy doing or people 
who do not contribute to your feeling of 
well-being. 

Do something different. Whatever it 
is, let it be something you've always 
wanted to do but never got around to 
doing—like enroll in a class, take up a 
new sport, etc. 

Fight off bad feelings. When you feel 
sadness building up inside you, think of 
something happy no matter how silly it 
may seem. When you replace a sad 
thought with a happy one, there is a 
rush of the happy hormones endor- 
phins, 

Be with a thoughtful/happy friend. If 
you need to pour out your sentiments 
or share the day's frustrations with any- 
опе, choose a friend whose best quali- 
ties are being a good listener and a posi- 
tive confidante. 


Why let dandruff spoil your social 


DON'T LET DANDRUFF SPOIL 
your appearance and social 
life. 

Skin and hair specialist Dr. Pie 
Calayan said dandruff and the itchy 
scalp it causes are easy to prevent. 

To understand and control dan- 
druff, Calayan said a person should 
look at his/her lifestyle and daily 
habits. Is he/she highly stressed at 
work? Does he/she have a high sugar 
intake? Does he/she often use styling 
aids? Is he/she allergic to certain 
foods? 

‘These questions would help deter- 
mine why one suffers from dandruff, 


the specialist added. 

Calayan pointed out the adverse ef- 
fects of having dandruff. Getting 
caught scratching one's scalp is some- 
thing both men and women want to 
avoid. 

‘The specialist in skin, hair and nail 
treatments, as well as slimming and 
whitening, is a fellow of the American 
Academy of Dermatology, Internation- 
al Academy of Cosmetic Dermatology, 
British Dermatological Society and the 
Philippine Society of Liposuction 
Surgery. She trained at the Makati 
Medical Center and Beverly Hills in 
Los Angeles, California, United States. 

Calayan said dandruff could result 


from many factors like skin irritation, 
scalp oils, harsh products, stress, even 
diet. A fungus called Pityrosporum 
Ovale can cause infection at hair roots, 
as well as itching and flaking 

She said people should not dismiss 
dandruff flakes as harmless. Though 
the crusting and flakes are dead skin 
from the scalp, they pull hair off as 
they break loose, she explained. 

But she said itchy scalp and dan- 
Gruff are easy to treat. 

Scalp itch could be minimized 
through less sun exposure, cutting 
down on hair styling aids like gels and 
hair sprays, and proper diet, she said. 

For easier and faster solution, a spe- 
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abon, Quezon City, Cavite, Batangas, 
Mandaluyong, Parafiaque and Pasig. 
Somebody taped the whole program 
and got nothing! 

Lisa was alarmed. She asked me 
what this could mean. I told her not to 
worry. The spirits just didn't want her 
to reveal too much. So they muted her 
voice on the air, although we in the 
studio heard what she said. 

Spirits sometimes do this when 
they want to prevent people from 
hearing or seeing something they are 
not supposed to hear or see. 1 remem- 
ber many years ago, we were in Mt. 
Banahaw, the mystical mountain in 
Dolores, Quezon, where many super- 
natural and mysterious things hap- 


n 

А nationally famous fortuneteller 
and psychic was with us. After dinner, 
about eight or 10 of us sat around the 
dinning table talking about the myster- 
ies of the mountain. Suddenly the psy- 
chic, who is also a medium, went into a 
trance. 

Т was taping the conversation from 
the very beginning. The tape was still 
‘on when he went into a trance for a 
few minutes. 

When we played back the tape, we 
discovered that the portion where the 
psychic was in a trance disappeared 
but the rest was recorded. 

Asimilar incident happened also in 
Mt. Banahaw in the '80s. А medium 
was in a trance, singing and dancing 
оп the street. She said she was St. 
Clair. She seemed friendly, so 1 asked 
if I could take her picture. She said it's 
OK but continued, "I don't think your 
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Relax by soaking in a warm bath. The 
relaxing oil lavender is a favorite of 
those suffering from fatigue. To revive, 
get two whole lemons (halved) and one. 
halved orange and mix them with your 
bath. While soaking, suck on the half of 
another orange and feel your energy re- 
turning. 

Get the skins of lemon/orange and 
rub the inside of the fruit on your skin 
(from feet up to neck) while you soak. 
Make sure your skin is already oiled be- 
fore rubbing gently. This is great for 
rough, dry and darkened areas of the 
body. 

Just before any activity, eat a banana 
and get your carbs/potassium rush. 

Remember that energy begets ener- 
gy. So don't be afraid to use it. And even. 
if you lose it, you can easily regain it. 


Join me in the Beauty of Life Health 
and Beauty Expo, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., March 
24-26, Megatrade Hall, Megamall; Well- 
ness Day with Cory-Fun and Prizes, 1-6 
pam, March 25, Megatrade Hall, Mega- 
mal 


life? 


cialized anti-itch hair product could Бе 
used like a good anti-itch conditioner. 
‘The expert said most conditioners in 
the market offer nothing more than 
cosmetic advantages but hardly solve 
scalp itch and dandruff. A recent test 
showed some 83 percent of condition- 
er users still suffer from itchy scalp. 
Calayan recommends a specialized 
anti-itch conditioner like Head ;& 
Shoulders Total Conditioner that âde 
dresses both the cosmetic and effica 
needs, giving users smooth hair and'up 
to 100-percentitch protection. ~, 
With the right hair products and 
healthy lifestyle, Calayan said dan- 
ruff and itchy scalp could be avoided. 


camera can record anything,” 

1 took several shots but when the 
film was developed, the part when she. 
was in a trance was blank though oth- 
ershots were okay. 


No explanation 

How the spirits do this or what 
force is responsible for such mysteri- 
Qus occurrences no one, of course, can 
explain. We only know they happen 
and | have been a witness to these 
paranormal events on several occa- 
sions. 

So, it is not your camera or tape 
recorder, folks. Its the spirits! 

Spirit intervention in human affairs 
is pretty common. But since spirits do 
not figure in everyday conversations 
ог are considered as possible cause of 


Milk Magie, 


Only 


4 


ver Li 


topped et Per 
p 


e XX 


50 
er 


Milk, "ман," 


i 
p] 
i 


certain events, по one ever suspects 
their role in human affairs. 

For example, some illnesses are 
caused by invisible elemental crea 
tures. I just received a call from а for- 
mer student. Her boyfriend developed 
itchy reddish spots on his legs after he 
swept dirt and leaves near a big tree in 
the backyard of a house in Quezon 
Province. Another developed canker 
sores after destroying a mound of 
earth he thought was а termite's nest. 

Some mysterious disappearances 
of objects, and even of people, are 
sometimes caused by spirits, usually 
by elementals. Healer Tony Agpaoa 
mysteriously disappeared several 
times when he was stilla baby. 

‘On another occasion, a high school 
student in а Catholic school disap- 
peared while in church and appeared 
several hundred meters away in a foot- 
ball field. She was possessed by ele- 
mentals and priests tried to exorcise 
the spirits out of her inside the church 
or chapel. 

Itis important, therefore, to consid- 
er spirit intervention as a possible 
cause though it may at first appear to 
be foolish or irrelevant. 


Hands to bold 


What are the risk factors in developing 
Colo-Rectal cancer? 
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TO HONOR WOMEN AND THEIR HANDS THAT MOVE MOUNTAINS 
to end sexual discrimination and sexual violence against other wom- 
en, Crabtree & Evelyn presents three of its best-selling hand care prod- 
cts in the 60-Second Fix Kit. This two-step intense treatment soft- 
‘ens and moisturizes hand in a minute and quenches dry, 
parched hands in just 60 seconds, Choose from La Source, 
Goatmilk or Gardeners 60-Sccond Fix Kit. Until March 26 or 
while supplies last, receive a mini Bath Gel Gift Set with a pur- 
chase of P2,500 and above. Receive an additional guest and 
hand towel set with a purchase of P4,200, Receive a Bath 
‘Towel with a purchase of P6,000. 
Crabtree & Evelyn stores are located at 2/1.Pow- 
ег Plant Mall at Rockwell; 2/L Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall; Greenbelt 1; Upper Ground Bldg. A SM Mega- 
mall; and 2/L Padre Faura Wing, Robinsons Place Manila. 
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How exercise helps 
menopausal women 


Part One 


FORTY IS CONSIDERED THE MID- 
$ point in a woman's life. Half of your life 

Jis behind you and the next half is ahead 
of you. You are now officially "middle- 
aged.” 

uming 40 is also a signal that 
menopause is not that far away. 
‘Though the average age when a wom- 
ап stops having her monthly period is 
51, menopause can happen anytime 
between the ages of 41 and 59. 

‘Technically, menopause is when you 
have had no menstruation for 12 con- 
secutive months. The period before 
that is called perimenopause and the 
period immediately after is called post- 
menopause. 

Many women dread menopause be- 
cause they think they are no longer as 
“womanly” as when they were 
younger However, a more positive 
view of this inevitable life experience is 
that it can be liberating. 

Child-rearing responsibilities are less 
since the children are usually indepen- 
dent by now. The fear of getting preg- 
nant disappears. 

Tt is the time to consider seriously 

pursuing dreams that were abandoned 
because of marital, parental or finan- 
cial factors. 
+ But to enjoy the second half of your 
life, you need a fit and healthy body. 
Exercise can help you have a better 
quality Ше pre- and post-menopause. 


Heart disease 

* The hormone estrogen protects а 
omen from heart disease by keeping 
arteries relatively free of cholesterol de- 
posits and by raising HDL (good choles- 
terol) levels. 

Теп years after menopause, a wom- 
anis risk of heart disease becomes the 
same as a man’s because of declining 
hormone levels. By doing regular car- 
diovascular exercises like walking, 
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dancing, and swimming, a menopausal 
woman can continue to keep her heart 
and blood vessels healthy. 


Osteoporosis 

‘Menopausal women are at high risk 
for osteoporosis or brittle bones be- 
cause lowered estrogen levels hasten 
the loss of bone minerals. Although the 
best time to build strong bones is before 
the age of 35, weight-bearing exercise 
(walking, running, yoga, aerobic class- 
es) and resistance training (weight lift- 
ing) prevent further bone mineral loss 

А Tufts University study found that 
twice а week sessions of simple 
weightlifting exercises that could be 
done at home increased bone density 
by 1 percent after one year 


Balance 

People tend to lose their sense of bal- 
ance as they get older if they do not ex- 
ercise regularly This has serious impli- 
cations for a post-menopausal woman. 
А good sense of balance helps prevent 
unnecessary falls that could lead to а 
"wheelchair-bound existence, Exercise 
not only keeps muscles strong but also 
keeps reflexes sharp. 


Weight gain 

‘According to the Archives of Internal 
Medicine, “All women are equally sus- 
ceptible to menopausal weight gain re- 
gardless of premenopausal body 
types." 

"This means even if you were lean 
and lanky in your 30s, you can put on 
5-10 Ib during perimenopause. Most of 
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it will be around your waist and ab- 
domen rather than the hips, buttocks, 
and thighs. 

"The change in your shape, from an 
hourglass to a shot glass can probably 
be blamed on downward shifting hor- 
тола levels. 

‘Though still unproven in humans, a 
2003 study on monkeys found that de- 
ining hormones lowered metabolism 
and increased appetite by 67 percent. 

Other possible reasons menopausal 
‘women put on weight are reduced 
physical activity, increased calorie in- 
take especially of sweets, and slower 
metabolism due toa loss of muscle. 

‘Wayne Westcott, strength training 
expert, says a sedentary woman can ex- 
pect to lose about half a pound of mus- 
де а year during perimenopause and a 
pound a year during the 10 years after 
menopause. This means by the time a 
woman is 55, she would have lost 15 Ib 
of muscle. 

‘The muscle loss does not only result 
ina flabby body but also in ess physical 
activity since a weaker body does not 
have the endurance and stamina for ex- 
ercise. 

A pound of muscle requires 5-10 
calories per day to maintain itself. А 
loss of 15 Ib means 75-150 fewer calo- 
ries per day Over time, weight gain 
slowly creeps in. 

But its not as hopeless as it seems. 
Exercise can help keep the pounds 
away. A 2002 study found that seden- 
tary menopausal women had 38 per- 
cent body fat compared to fit women 
who only had 25 percent body fat. 

Resistance exercise or weight lifting 
is the best way to rebuild muscle you 
have lost. Aerobic exercise helps keep 
the weight down because of the calo- 
ries bumed during the workout and 
cellular changes that make you a more 
efficient calorie burner. 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness-info 
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THIS EXERCISE 
soothes aching lower 
backs by stretching 
tight muscles in that 
area. 


Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with feet hip- 
width apart. Come into a 
squat position by bending 
your knees and pushing your 
buttocks backward. Place 
your hands on your thighs. 

2. Pull belly button toward 
your spine as you tilt or curl 
your pelvis under. 

3, Return to starting posi- 
tion. 

Performance tips: 

1. Exhale as you tilt pelvis 
under; inhale as you return 
to starting position. 

2. When getting into the 
squat position, pretend that 
you are about to sit on a 
stool. 

3. When you tilt your 
pelvis, imagine trying to 
bring the bottom of your hips 
toward the middle of your 
waist. 

Repetitions: 

You can do the exercise аз 
a static stretch. (hold the 
pelvic tilt for 15-20 seconds) 
от аз а dynamic exercise (tilt 
and release for 10 repeti- 
tions). 


Standing pelvic tilt 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006 


HEALTHY OPTIONS HAS LAUNCHED UNI- 
versal Nutrition, a new line of premium sports 


supplements. 


‘The launch, "Confessions of a Gym Junkie,” 
was held at the atrium of the Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall, with professional athlete Joe Ladnier, a 
former Mr. Florida State and the first man in 
history to break two 100-Ib total in the 220s 


class, as guest of honor. 


Ladnier, together with host Chinggay An- 
drada, demonstrated some useful exercises 
using a gym ball and light dumbbells that 


busy people can do at home or the office. 


He assured women strength and power 
training did not necessarily mean oversized 
arms, legs and thighs. What was important, 


he said, was to get the right exercise. 

He stressed the need for the right nutrition 
al supplement to ensure а healthy body and 
recommended Universal Nutrition, a leading 
and comprehensive line of nutritional and 


sports supplement, 


Gary Sacks, Universal Nutrition’s senior sales 
executive who came to Manila with Ladnier, 
said the line supported a holistic approach to a 
healthy and fit lifestyle with products based on 


scientific esearch and stringent tests. 


SUMMER MUST 
The Bert Lozada Swim 
School, the country's 
premier swimming. 
institution, welcomes back 
BLSS Camp Aqua, its 
Summer Learn-to-Swim 
program at more than 33 
venues nationwide. On 
March 27-June 10, BLSS 
‘Camp Aqua will offer two- 
week swim courses or 
‘multilevel swimming 
programs from the Parent. 
and Child Program for 
Infants up to the Adult 
Fitness Swimming Program. 
BLSS Camp Aqua enrollees 
can avail of special promos. 
and receive Speedo and 
Mossimo packages. 


ETE 


JOE Ladnier demonstrates exercise moves 
with Chinggay Andrada. 


The line has over 100 different products to 
suit everyone's requirement, 

Universal products are available in Metro 
Manila, Pampanga and Cebu branches of 
Healthy Options. 
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юш A JOHN ROBERT POWERS SUMMER WORKSHOP JUST FOR KIDS. TEENS. GRADS. 


Special Age Group Workshops in Personality Development, Acting, Modeling, 


Etiquette, ond Grooming. Moming and afternoon 


Sessions о fi your schedule. Enroll Now and finish before your regular school classes begin. Eorn the Worldwide John Robart 
Powers Intemational Certificate, МАКЕ THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVERI HAVE FUN AND GET THE LIFETIME BENEFITS OF A 


WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS, Enroll early for choice schedules, 


CALL NOW: 892 957A сы 927 04654.» 


Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St. 
Legaspi Village, Макан City 
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ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 0". 
go. 2nd Runner-up Bb. Pilipinas 2006. 
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5 wnejohnroberipawers com. 


Ground Floor Cinderella Bullding 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 
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